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Meditation Song: We Shall Be Known by the Company We Keep MaMuse 

https://songsforthegreatturning.net/going-forth/we-shall-be-known-by-the-company-we-keep/ 
We shall be known by the company we keep 

By the ones who circle round to tend these fires 

We shall be known by the ones who sow and reap 

The seeds of change, alive from deep within the earth 

It is time now, it is time now that we thrive 

It is time we lead ourselves into the well 

It is time now, and what a time to be alive 

In this Great Turning we shall learn to lead in love 

In this Great Turning we shall learn to lead in love 

 

Welcome and Land Acknowledgement: Michael Crosby, Pastor, First Mennonite Church of 

Champaign, Urbana, IL 

 [adapted from the banner in our foyer created by Rachel Horst Lehman] 

“We as members of First Mennonite Church of Champaign-Urbana acknowledge that we gather on the 

lands of the Kickapoo, Piankeshaw, Peoria, and Potawatomi Nations.  These lands were the traditional 

territory of these Native Nations prior to their forced removal; these lands continue to carry their stories 

and struggles for survival and identity. 

 

As followers of Christ, we have a particular responsibility to acknowledge the peoples of these lands, as 

well as the histories of dispossession that have allowed for the growth of our institutions.  We are 

obligated to reflect on and actively address these histories and the role that our religious communities 

have played in shaping them. This acknowledgment is only a start… 

 

May we remind each other that our lands are not simply flat and square, but have a deeper story, a native 

one. With our collective diligence, a violent history may yet include restitution and revitalization.” 

https://songsforthegreatturning.net/going-forth/we-shall-be-known-by-the-company-we-keep/


Introduction: Sharon Monday, Moderator, Green Team Convenor, FMC 

“We know there is overwhelming scientific evidence that climate change is the result of human 

activity and that the last 200 years of pollution and extraction have led the world to a crisis 

point.” (1) Prophetic voices share the climate crisis is a symptom of a deeper spiritual and 

cultural malady. As our meditation song indicates, it is time now and what a profound and pivotal 

time it is to be part of the great turning where we can by guided by and lead with love. (2) 

Before we begin the panel discussion, let’s remember our interconnection with the wise company 

that keeps us and will help to guide us in this time of crisis and transition.  Together with Creator 

what ancestor (person, place or life form inspires you with beauty, courage, tenacity) do you 

want to bring with us in this conversation and time of transformation?  

Audience response:  Grandparents, Parents, Grandchildren, life forms such as a particular tree, 

moss, locations such as Mt Shasta and Yosemite and teachers including Sarah Augustine, Thich 

Nhat Hahn and Joanna Macy 

 

Panel Notes and Transcript 

Question 1 – What dominant cultural values are shaping current policies and practices as 

we address or deny/minimize the climate crisis? Provide one example or situation from 

your life experience. 

 

Karla: 

 We highly value private wealth; closely related to individualism and materialism. 

 

To break it apart- private- means belonging to one person or group of people only. I would also 

add that, when it comes to wealth, we’re pretty private, as in shy to talk openly about our 

finances. Since wealth is a private matter, it’s each person’s or each family’s own problem or 

responsibility to seek, save, or share their wealth. 

 

And then what is wealth- interestingly, the root word of wealth- weal- means well-being. But in 

our culture wealth usually refers to money or property that has an exchangeable value. It’s 

money in the bank that allows us to buy goods and services to meet our basic needs, plus our 

wants, plus saving for the future. It’s stocks and bonds, retirement accounts, etc., etc.. 

 

In our culture private wealth is perceived as separate from and a higher good than health, be it 

personal health or community health. We work ourselves to exhaustion, we exploit other people 

and land, degrading our own health and the health of our human and more-than-human neighbors 

in order to accumulate wealth. 

 

What does this look like for me personally? Well, I have a retirement account, which was set up 

for me through Everence when I began serving as a pastor 16 years ago. I understood that setting 

aside money in an account that would grow over time was the responsible thing to do, so that 

when I’m old I won’t be a burden on my family or my community. Now, I feel concern that my 

“wealth” is growing at the expense of the health of land and people. 

 

 



Sheri: 

Sarah and I make the case in our book that the same growth-based, extractive logic that is behind 

colonization is also present within the green energy transition. Unless we do the more radical 

thing, which is to see, undo and imagine something other than an extractive, growth-based, 

colonizing economic system, we are going to simply be perpetuating harms toward other people 

and towards the earth — even if we manage to avoid the climate catastrophe. 

 

In third chapter of book, we look specifically at the implicit values behind this extractive logic 

— specifically dualism and hierarchy, among others. Dualism poses a split between spirit and the 

body, and of the two, the spirit is far superior. And then this worldview ranks the world 

according to who or what conforms more to spirit. Worldview we’ve had in the West since the 

ancient Greeks. So, as Native theologian Randy Woodley says, “Along with a worldview of 

dualism naturally comes hierarchy — of humans over creation, and the hierarchy of humans over 

other human beings via gender, race, class, and such.”  

 

In brief, the natural world (and “lesser” peoples) exist for the people at the top of the hierarchy to 

use as resources to meet their needs and desires. These people have dominion over nature and 

over those humans identified as inferior. These are the values behind colonization, white 

supremacy, patriarchy, abuse of animals and the earth. These are some of the values that must be 

undone if we are to move into a sustainable and just future. 

 

Cesar: 

One dominant narrative portrayed in hip-hop is materialism and overconsumption. Although this 

is not the main message in hip hop a lot of popular songs share messages of an insatiable 

appetite. This can influence us to consume and consume without regard for the climate.  

 

David: 

I feel like greed and apathy shape our treatment of the environment. Our wealthiest have massive 

sway over governments and use it to get as much money as possible with reckless disregard for 

the environment. I am fortunate enough to be in a generation where the climate is taken 

seriously, but even still I see the effects of corporate greed rippling out through the world around 

me.  

 

Bob:  

Okay. I'd like to start by mentioning a recent poll of 63,000 people in 23 countries conducted by 

an organization called Potential Energy. 77% of the respondents agreed with the statement that 

“It is essential that our government does whatever it takes to limit the effects of climate change” 

Only 10% disagreed. So clearly there's widespread agreement about the climate issue in cultures 

all over the world, but the US has the lowest support for climate policies of any economically 

advanced (G20) nation, largely due to our high political polarization. Furthermore, in that poll, 

the message that proved to be most effective in encouraging people to support climate action was 

one of “protecting the planet for future generations.” That message was much more effective 

than prompts about protecting ourselves from extreme weather or pollution or enhancing social 

justice or the economy. Knowing that many share this common value may prove useful when we 

look for good places to start the conversations about climate that we must have.  

https://potentialenergycoalition.org/global-report/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=wp_climatecoach&wpisrc=nl_climatecoach


Question 2 – What values within our religious traditions and ancestral wisdom are most 

effectively employed to engage in climate action? Provide an example of how a value or 

ancestral teaching has shifted or transformed your own attitude on the climate crisis? 

Sheri: 

Sarah does a wonderful job of talking about this in the second chapter of our book. She talks 

about what she has learned from Indigenous elders who have taught her to truly see Reality as it 

is, which is really an ecological understanding of the biosphere, the web of life in which we live 

and move and have our being: 

1. I am not the center. In fact, humans are not at the center. The web of life has no center 

(no hierarchy), but rather interconnected nodes. Not separate, connected. Non-

humancentric value. 

2. There is a somewhat flexible balance, but it remains subject to the immutable rules of life 

— that is, subject to ecological reality. Everything we do as humans affects this web, and 

so we have to live in balance or right relationship within it. 

3. Thus, we live in an environment of mutual dependence — not just with other humans but 

with the entire web of life. 

4. The system in which we live is a closed system — the life support systems of the earth 

are fixed. There is finite water, soil and clean air. The earth is all we have.   

 

Even though she isn’t mentioning explicit values in this view of reality, you can certainly 

conclude values from it — non-individualistic, non-human centric — we are not over and above, 

the crown of creation, but we are one valuable part of the web of life. 

 

Karla: 

I appreciate the way Palmer Becker has distilled the essence of Anabaptism into three values: 

1) Jesus is the center of our faith. 

2) Community is the center of lives. 

3) Reconciliation is the center of our work. 

While all three of these have great relevance to the climate crisis, I would like to highlight the 

value of Community.  

Our culture holds the individual at the center. Our faith holds Community at the center. We 

understand that my neighbor’s need is also my need. We understand that the description of the 

early church in Acts 2, where the disciples had all things in common, sold their possessions to 

redistribute wealth, and broke bread together with glad and generous hearts – that that kind of 

rich community sharing is possible, something we seek to emulate.  

 

When we cultivate this value of community we laugh together. We cry together. We pray  

together. We eat together. We share our wealth with one another. We seek justice together. 

 

As I engage more deeply with the work of Climate Justice, my understanding of Community is 

expanding. It’s not just the people I go to church with. It’s not just the people in my 

neighborhood or in my zip code. Our community includes people around the world, and our 

community includes the land, the water, the air, the plants, the animals, the microbes, the 



minerals that are also beloved creations of God. Our well-being as a community is linked with 

the well-being of all other members of our community.  

 

Bob: 

Within communities of faith, we emphasize passing on values and identity to future generations 

via religious teachings, such as respect for the Creation we live in. I think that we need to make 

protecting the Earth’s climate a part of those values. Another value with religious roots that 

aligns well with climate action is Stewardship, a term that fits what David Black spoke of. I've 

heard that concept come up many times over the years I think it can be part of a sustainable value 

system, but in order to avoid it turning into domination over the Earth, we need to stress respect 

creation in its own right and start to see creatures as our relatives and partners, as several of you 

have brought up. We should extend our love to them as neighbors as well.  

And of course, Jesus’ teaching to “love your neighbor as yourself” is a major motivation for 

concern about climate when you realize that people in other parts of the world, who’ve 

contributed little to carbon pollution and whose national wealth is a tiny fraction of our own, are 

bearing the brunt of rising sea levels and massive storms, [like California is now experiencing]. 

Many more warming-fueled storms have struck places like Honduras, Pakistan and Mexico. It’s 

unpopular, but we need to encourage the US to take responsibility for the legacy of our past 

pollution of the atmosphere; we’ve emitted 25% of all historical carbon dioxide emissions to 

date.  

David: 

 Just like a lot of people are saying, by far community is the most important thing we can keep 

in mind as we try to combat the climate crisis. Nothing we can do in terms of helping the Earth 

we can do on our own. It's very, very important to communicate with the people around 

ourselves that we need to take action on the climate as soon as possible. 

 

 I think the connection between faith and community is also very strong. The Bible tells us that 

we have the dominion over our lands. If we are given dominion, it means we should take care of 

the land. People should not dominate it.  

As far as community goes, it's very easy to get involved. I'm reminded of my work with last year 

when I volunteered at a local community garden, Sola Gratia. It is a faith-based organization that 

focuses on providing sustainable food for underserved communities. Especially perishables that 

might be hard to come by in food deserts. I think there are very easy ways to get involved and 

invite faith into our actions.  

Dianna: 

On a personal level, I want to also add to what David saying. I am talking about my great 

grandmother who was born in 1899. Her mantra was waste not want not from water usage to 

growing your own food and not wasting things, keeping old items and reusing them. It was 

wisdom that was shared. My great grandmother’s words still ring true today. We would not be so 

consumer oriented and throwing things away if people lived more by this mantra. The world can 

be transformed. 



Cesar: 

One thing that comes to mind is the idea of the "Rights of Nature." Rights of Nature is a legal 

instrument that enables nature, wholly or partly in other words, ecosystems or species to have 

inherent rights and legally should have the same protection as people and corporations; that 

ecosystems and species have legal rights to exist, thrive, and regenerate.  

Audience Responses: What values did you most connect with from the panel presentations? 

Community, love your neighbor, interconnected well-being, care for each other, compassion for 

all beings, love for and affinity with the natural world, care for Creation, love for the future 

generations, I am capable = I am able to help others, love for our neighbors and future 

generations 

 

Question 3 – Compare and contrast cultural values with faith and ancestral values. Which 

values need to be made a priority as we confront the climate crisis? In what ways do 

concerns about climate change and environmental justice conflict or are complimentary? 

Sheri: 

 Well, I am obsessed with the value of humility. I grew up as in a Mennonite Amish community 

where humility was often put forward as the primary value but honestly it was sometimes done 

in a way that I think was often not very helpful. Hopefully we can move away from a shame-

based way of talking about humility to reclaiming humility as knowing our proper places in the 

scheme of creation. The root word for human comes from the same root for humility and humus. 

Humus is just the earth, the good rich soil from that in which everything grows. I think when we 

are truly humble, we are who God created us to be as people who are low to the earth. We are 

connected to this interdependent web of life on the planet. And to get back into alignment with 

God's intention for humans, we must be truly humble people in that sense of being really 

grounded, connected to this web of life in which we are. And I think with that means is if we 

really are going to reclaim humility, we have to acknowledge that there are limits placed on us as 

human beings.  

Now I think we all know this here, but we have an economic system that has to grow 2 to 3% 

every year in order for it to be functioning and healthy. And we know that means we have to 

keep consuming and polluting to keep the economic system running. We can't keep consuming 

the Earth's resources and then polluting, putting our waste out into the Earth. At some point, and 

already this is happening, the Earth is reaching its limit. We are in a state of ecological 

overshoot. We need to learn as humans not only as individuals, but in through our systems, our 

systems have to be humble, our economic and political systems have to be humble and we need 

to live within the natural laws that govern the healthy functioning of our Earth system. 

We need to see the natural world (and other humans) as relatives, not resources. 

Cesar: 

Alright, thank you, Sherry. You're absolutely right. This is a system issue here. 

And people make up systems too I would like to filter this question about comparing and 

contrasting cultural values. Which ancestral value do we need to prioritize? When we discussed 

this in our Eco-Ambassador leadership meeting this morning the eco-ambassadors mentioned 



cultural and societal values around food and how food is often becoming more and more fast. 

There are more fast-food restaurants being built in our communities. And they linked fast food 

with obesity and they said, “Well, there is a cultural value around food.” They went to the idea 

that our ancestral value around food is we need to cook our food at home in the presence of our 

family and with love. They rooted this back to family experiences and to their ancestors and felt 

we need to look to ancestral values in the case of our food culture. And here is an example of 

how I was really disturbed at how this is not being practiced in our culture. I was at an event 

when a young lady came up to me about my age and said, “I believe our food is going to be 

liquid in the future.” And I looked at her. I said, “I'm not going to let that happen. It could be 

liquid for you, but not through my values. I'm going to continue to cook at home because not 

only is this about nutrition, it's about human connection and building community.” 

 

Sharon: 

What a wonderful way to connect ancestral values with a practical experience of community by 

gardening and sharing meals together! 

 

Bob: 

I think we're all aware of the ways in which our economic system tends to reward individualistic 

behavior. In fact, “social atomization” is a term that is used to describe what happens to us. 

While we do need to value the development of community, realism dictates that we recognize 

that most people value individual freedom very highly and that individually managing our lives 

has some benefits over a strictly top-down kind of model. 

Still, I do want to affirm the value of community that others have spoken of here and how that 

can draw on support from our faith traditions, but we should recognize that you can see that 

value coming up in the broader culture in some responses to climate change. There’s one 

response that I’ve found really inspiring and that I think communities of faith could pick up. An 

engineer named Saul Griffiths is one of the founders of an organization called Rewiring America. 

Saul is a passionate advocate for electrification. In his short book called “The Wires that Bind,”  

he beautifully expresses his vision for how communities can turn the electric lines that criss-

cross our cities into a web of interconnectedness as we generate our own power locally and 

distribute it. Such an arrangement keeps more money within the community, since less is 

exported to pay for fossil fuel extraction. And it's a much more local decentralized model of 

growth and economic development. It’s an example of the potential for building a better world 

that presents itself to us as a result of the climate crisis. 

Sharon: I appreciate this practical way of coming together as community. 

 

David:  

One thing I’d like to say is that I feel like there’s a very, very big disconnect between what our 

society wants from us, what our ancestors taught us and what it says in the Bible. From a very 

young age, at least in America, basically all children are tied to this idea they need to go to 

school so they can get a good job, so they can make lots of money so they can be paid to buy all 

that they want. And this narrative sets us up for all our children including myself. And this 

https://www.rewiringamerica.org/
https://www.rewiringamerica.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Quarterly-Essay-89-Electrification-Community/dp/B0BZSB53ZR/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3QX4NWB46T4J0&keywords=saul+griffiths&qid=1707217292&s=books&sprefix=saul+griffiths%2Cstripbooks%2C76&sr=1-2


rhetoric is beat into kids heads over and over again. It is very, very harmful to the longevity of 

the planet. What the Bible teaches us especially is that love and family are what make us 

ultimately happy and community by extension. It is important to teach people not to focus on 

getting as much money as they can but by making the people around them as happy as they can 

by loving them and caring for whether they are a member of the family or someone in the 

community. We need to open our arms up to allow people in so they can be loved and cared for 

like the Bible teaches us. 

 

Dianna: 

I think the most fun thing about being on this panel is sitting next to my son David and the side 

conversations we are having in between questions. I’m really enjoying that. I am going to add 

just a little bit more to what Cesar was talking about around food, distribution of food and 

sources of food. It reminded me of when David was in middle school on the East coast. I don’t 

remember the details but the school has gone on a field trip to a dairy farm and how the farmer 

produces milk and it was put into a big, vast container and made ready to be transported. And the 

teacher, not the students, raised his hand and asked the farmer, “Why would you do all this work 

when you can just go to the grocery store and buy the milk off the shelf?” I find this to be very 

concerning that not only our children are not learning the proper lessons but the teachers don’t 

know proper lessons to teach the students. David and I are both very big supporters of education 

in all forms but I think food education and where our food comes and the cost to the Earth to eat 

strawberries or papayas round for example. There should be more information about it. 

 

Karla:  

 I'm just loving the variety of perspectives here and the resonance that I hear on all of these 

responses. I am so grateful to Sherry Hostetler and Sarah Augustine for their book, So We and 

Our Children May Live. And I’d like to highlight the tension they name in their book. 

There is a great push for green technology. We can go electric, we can do solar. But that path, 

needs to be held in tension with the well-being of all Creatures. And if we pursue green 

technology blindly, without caring for and loving ALL of our neighbors, the planet is going to 

continue to be spoiled. 

 

And so again, I'm lifting up community. We need to seek justice for the whole community as we 

are seeking solutions for climate change. And I want to also say that the power of standing up 

together for justice and community is so important. Our culture’s emphasis on individualism that 

feeds despair. When we think climate change is our responsibility personally: Oh, my goodness, 

what can I one person do in the face of such a huge crisis? But when we come together in 

community, we can lift each other up and the whole is greater than the sum of the parts. 

We can use our united voices to magnify the voices of the voiceless. We can advocate for 

peoples and lands, our neighbors who are being oppressed, we can be that voice for liberation 

and justice. As a community, we're more powerful. 

 

One example that I want to lift up is the join trees program of Mennonite Men. They have an 

initiative to plant a million trees by 2030. No individual could do that, but as a community we 

can do it. We can do it because we have the support of one another. Our voices are magnified 

when we stand together for justice. If we continue to pursue individual wealth, we will continue 



to spoil the planet. If we put community at the center of our lives, and recognize our kinship with 

all our human and more-than-human neighbors, then we will recognize that we must struggle 

together for healing and justice for all of us.  

 

As we seek to quickly draw carbon out of the atmosphere, turning to green energy technologies, 

we must not forget that the land, water, animals, Indigenous peoples are part of our community. 

They are our relatives. We must not accept that exploitation of some members of our community 

is inevitable to solve our carbon problem, but tenaciously seek solutions that preserve the well-

being of all. (Third way) 

 

And we must recognize the power of a community that stands together calling for justice. 

Our culture of individualism feeds despair in the face of a crisis the magnitude of the climate 

crisis. Individualism keeps us thinking small and feeling powerless. Within the context of 

Community, we are powerful. In community, we can make measurable changes—I think of 

Mennonite Men’s Jointrees initiative to plant a million trees by 2030. In community, we can 

magnify marginalized voices and speak to power. I think of the powerful work of Mennonite 

Action as they organize Mennonites to call for a cease fire in Gaza. Within the context of 

community, we can find rest and joy and celebration that renews us when our spirits are depleted 

by the gravity of the crisis. Let’s cultivate generous, joyful, broadly inclusive communities as an 

antidote to individualism and as the vehicle for seeking real, deep, systemic change. 

 

Audience Responses: Comment on values/directions to make a priority in faith communities 

Slow food, Rewiring America! by Saul Griffith, conservation, simplicity in our personal lives 

and accountability of corporations/businesses, organizations, green tech will not solve the 

problems; we need to use only what we need, conversation, education, voting for politicians who 

support climate crisis activities, Rematriation, just for the sake of perspective the ability of 1 

million mature trees to sequester carbon (per year) amounts to approximately 1/3 of 1 percent of 

current human output (per year). (This is a back-of-the-envelope calculation and could be off by 

a lot. Post script note: BTW, I realized that my back-of-the-envelope calculation about carbon 

sequestration by trees was off by several orders of magnitude. In reality, 1 million mature trees 

can sequester carbon to the tune of approximately 1/6,000th of 1 percent of human global 

emissions.  If we can just find another 600,000 groups to plant 1 million trees each, we can start 

to put a dent in slowing warming.), humility –we are not the center of the universe; be willing to 

learn from each other and pass our “wisdom” along; look at the global situation not JUST our 

local situation, green burial -just put me in a cloth bag in the soil!  

 

Question 4 – What life giving practices in our faith communities need to be emphasized to 

address the climate crisis? 

 

Bob: 

Sharing our resources is also an important traditional value and practice within faith 

communities that can be part of responding to the climate crisis. The economically 

disadvantaged among us are usually more vulnerable to heat waves and floods than the 



advantage, despite being personally responsible for far fewer emissions. It has been suggested 

that churches could serve as cooling havens during heat waves. The economically disadvantaged, 

who are disproportionately people of color, risk not only health and life, but loss of what wealth 

they do have in the form of their possessions and homes. So, we should support efforts to boost 

climate resilience within our communities.  

 

Other practices to cultivate include welcoming climate refugees and processing grief as we 

recognize the toll that climate change is taking on our neighbors, humans and creatures. I would 

also emphasize the importance of making our places of worship climate friendly. We could also 

get creative about ways to help members personally take advantage of the government incentives 

that have been put in place to deal with climate change, like the Inflation Reduction Act 

incentives. Getting organized around doing this is an act of faithfulness and stewardship, not a 

selfish cost-cutting measure. 

Karla: 

I'm going to highlight one that has been lifted up by a couple of other panelists related to food. 

 

I think that eating together is an important practice because it encompasses so much of what 

we've already been talking about. As we eat together we build community. We can learn from 

one another. It's renews our spirits. Helps to connect us to our place as we slow down and eat 

together and are conscious of where our food comes from. 

 

Another practice I would lift up is worshiping together. Worship that encompasses all of our 

experience, that includes lament and celebration, crying out to God in our pain and also with 

hope for healing.  

 

And the third practice that I'll suggest is advocating for justice together. Our courage and power 

grow as we stand side by side, calling for justice for all of our neighbors. 

 

Sheri: 

I am going to return to comments Cesar made. We need to work together to do cultural change 

and structural change as well. I'm not saying that individual level practices aren't important.  

I know in my own life I try to cook and eat slow food but we also need to talk about the fact that 

we have to band together collectively to make bigger cultural changes and structural changes, 

which means changes to our laws and policies. And cultural change includes art, music, and 

theater, coming up with corporate, you know, laments and contrition and storytelling, spreading 

consciousness, transforming connection. But doing this sort of like at a bigger cultural level, not 

just on our own individual level, and then the structural change. Is has a lot to do with basically 

following the lead of indigenous land and water protectors. And, and also changing laws and 

policies that I would say oppress indigenous peoples. And when we do that, when we are 

changing laws and policies that had oppressed indigenous peoples, we are going to be protecting 

the earth.  We really need to emphasize what it means to do things corporately, band together 

and speak up. 

 

I want to give one example. We could all each decide individually that we're going to make a 

sacrifice and ride our bikes everywhere. It's the middle of winter and we're going to ride our 



bikes down really treacherous roads with no bike lane and do it and it's cold but we're just going 

to do it because that's the best way for us to not participate in the fossil fuel transportation 

infrastructure. But there's very few people who are going to be able to make that kind of heroic 

decision. But if we come together and advocate for public transit so that we can take the bus and 

not have to take our own individual cars or to advocate for bike lanes so that more people are 

encouraged to bike. We can do so much more to make change happen when we band together 

and make those sorts of changes in laws and policies happen rather than do sort of the heroic 

individual thing. And I'm not saying anybody on this call has said that, but it's one of the reasons 

we had the coalition really emphasize what we can do collectively. 

 

Dianna: 

I want to share with you on a personal level about my other son, TJ, who is not here tonight. He 

has left home, gone to college, switched careers completely, and what he is doing now and what 

he is really passionate about is urban planning. He really feels strongly about creating green 

spaces, creating bypass, creating ways for people to live without cars. And I think that’s very 

cool. I get a lot of encouragement from our young people and their ideas of ways to change the 

world.  

 

So that's the first thing that I'd like to say. The second thing, a little bit different from the rest of 

the point of views.  I'd like to also address end of life care and funeral industry and how many 

resources it takes. I feel very strongly that faith-based communities and environmental leaders 

could lead us into better choices and make it more of a social norm not to embalm or put in 

vaults and create more green burials to create a way for people to grieve without it being a 

commercial production that costs tens of thousands of dollars. Anyway, I could go on and on 

about this, but I think that the funeral industry is something that really needs to be addressed as a 

for-profit institution and take it back to what it was meant to be, which is grieving for the person 

who is lost and returning them to the earth, dust to dust. 

 

David: 

 I want to talk about how faith-based organizations like community churches have been some of 

the best ways to mobilize people throughout history. There are many people who care about the 

environment and care about making the world better. The church has the ability to help us get 

things done. But people just don’t know where to start and they think, “What can I do (alone)?” 

But people in the church can make the decision to start mobilizing and work together to make 

things better. It can be thought of as a form of community service like planning gardens or even 

mass emailing politicians about public transportation like one panel member was just discussing.  

We can convince them to make policy changes in their city. Churches can completely transform 

whatever community they are in. 

 

Sharon: 

Yes, I agree and support all the faith organizations represented here that do advocacy work at the 

local, regional, national and global levels. 

 

Cindy: 

Cesar and I work for an interfaith, multi-faith organization, Faith in Place.  I think when I started 

out, I thought that maybe all faiths just would boil down to love yourself, take care of the earth 



and that would be, you know, our common denominator was what we would do. But the more I 

have worked here, the more I valued and become to treasure each individual faith journey is also 

very brilliant. Given we are mostly from a Mennonite or Christian faith tradition one of our 

practices of following Jesus is incredibly, powerful, not only in the big ways we think of such as 

compassion, forgiveness, self-sacrifice etc. but also in the way Jesus lived as a body on this 

earth. He was born in a stable where his breath was shared with cows and sheep. That’s kind of 

amazing. How do we share our life with other species? Do we know the other species living in 

our yards, parks and our home? Jesus was baptized in a muddy river and would go to the 

wilderness to have a vision of what his ministry was supposed to mean and he would begin his 

ministry by walking along the side of a lake calling fisherman as friends to be part of his journey 

and to follow him. I think it’s really powerful when we when we get out into the world and live 

as respectfully and simply and as closely and appreciatively as Jesus did in the world and gather 

friends who are willing to come with us on that journey. It is a prerequisite for many of us to link 

our spiritual and advocacy journey together. The world that God loves so deeply can be saved. A 

practice I would say then is to learn less about the Earth and learn more from the Earth. 

 

Audience Questions – 

Can we get to clean energy without extractive damage to the Earth? 

How do we stop this locomotive of 3% growth per year? And what policies does the 

government need to put in place to effect this change? 

 

Bob: 

I would say two things. One is to remember that we're already extracting a vast amount of fossil 

fuels: coal, oil and natural gas. Extracting and burning those fuels has already caused a vast 

amount of pollution in the form of acid rain, mercury contamination and now climate change. 

Transitioning to clean energy would mean we’d be living in a world with much less resource 

extraction, which I think we can agree would be preferable. 

In addition, I’d like to further complicate Karla’s call to hold the green energy path in tension 

with the well-being of all of our neighbors, humans and creatures; we must also hold in tension 

the cost of delayed action. We can reduce our personal footprints, persuade others to change 

lifestyles and advocate for less growth, but that won’t reduce fossil fuel emissions enough to 

replace the need for green energy. Yes, we must find ways to be much more just and less 

impactful as we electrify, but we have to remember that continuing to get our energy from setting 

fuels on fire, as Bill McKibben provocatively describes our system, will rapidly bring on disaster 

for all of us, our neighbors, and future generations. It may help to remember that because so 

many recognize the importance of this transition in our energy systems, technologists are 

investing in the development of new kinds of batteries that using fewer rare metals. We’ll get 

better at recycling metals as well. In the long run, these can diminish the need for 

mining/extraction.  

 

Certainly, we must listen to the voices of indigenous people and stand up for the rights of nature 

and environmental justice. We must employ all the values embodied in our diverse faith and 

cultural traditions, but we have to figure out how to avoid allowing those crucial impulses to 

inadvertently stall changes in the way we currently operate our energy systems. Shouldn’t we 



mine what we can here in America and not outsource necessary mineral extraction to the 

developing world where mining is often done to poorer standards? Maybe we’d be more willing 

to slow our own economic growth if its consequences were visible to us. 

A big complication to consider is that on our current path, the main growth in emissions over the 

rest of this century is projected to come from the developing world, where people don't currently 

get the energy they need for a decent standard of living. We have to help them develop using 

green energy or they're going to be burning coal and oil, which would be disastrous for 

everybody.  

Sheri: 

There are two points about clean energy without extractive damage. For one thing, I don't think 

it's impossible to avoid incredible damage to the earth if we think we're going to maintain our 

current GDP in the global north in the wealthier parts of the world, but just convert it now into 

clean energy. This is why I think we have to take a much more radical look at how the whole 

economic system mandates 3% growth per year. There is green growth and there is actually a 

huge de-growth movement in parts of Europe and Latin America. I would highly recommend a 

book by Jason Hickle. He talks about de-growth and there's many ecological economists and 

other activists who are looking at this concept of a steady state economy or post-growth or de-

growth economy. 

 

The other thing I want to say though about this extraction is about 50% of the minerals needed 

for the clean energy transition are located on or near in Indigenous lands. Indigenous people 

must be consulted through the UN Rights of Indigenous Peoples about what is happening on 

their lands. They have to be brought into consultation. Clean energy cannot just perpetuate 

colonization. This can't be colonization 6. Which unfortunately it is right now. We are going on 

to Indigenous ancestral lands now and basically extracting resources from those lands, polluting 

their waterways, destroying their life ways. 

 

We can do better. We can be more creative. We can be just and we can also be in collaboration 

and conversation with Indigenous peoples who are well aware of what's happening and what's 

needed to move into the future. 

Coalition Model for 

Change.pdf  
 

Sharon: 

I wish to underscore your point of consultation with and self-determination of Indigenous people. 

These are powerful questions that were raised. We need to collectively continue this conversation 

and the multidimensional aspects of it as we seek to live in right relationship with the Earth and 

one another. 

 

Concluding Messages 

 



Dianna: 

Something that was presented at our FMC congregation and I believe it was in2016 when we 

first started attending the church. There was a guest speaker, a female, maybe Pastor Michael or 

one of the other folks here might remember who it was. And she did a presentation on the Earth 

as God's body. And I think when we hold that the Earth is God's body that leads us into 

relationship to treat the Earth as God’s body with respect. 

 

David: 

Yeah, I think it’s so important to extend it to treating your neighbor as yourself. We need to 

educate people not only about the potential damage to the Earth but was is already happening 

now. I need supportive people who care enough to talk about the climate with other people and to 

be willing to change lifestyles even in the smallest of ways. That’s why we have to work 

together; we cannot do it alone. 

 

Bob: 

Human civilization is now grappling with living in a world that we have massively disrupted, 

especially during the industrial era. Yet, we all depend on industrial civilization to live and few 

wish to give up the genuine progress that has been made. Though we grieve what’s been lost, we 

can’t go back to the world of 200 years ago.  

Through the contributions of scientists working all over the world, we’ve developed an amazing 

body of knowledge about how Earth’s climate system works. The foresight it provides – that our 

current course leads to disaster – is a tremendous gift, but learning how to change human society 

may be an even bigger challenge. It’s said that the climate crisis may be the most complex and 

difficult problem people have ever faced. Recognizing both that challenge and its urgency, 

scientists are more open to working with people who value traditional indigenous and religious 

wisdom and practices than at any time that I can recall.  

How can communities of faith participate in encouraging the change we need and guiding it 

towards justice?  I believe that we must embrace the clean energy transition as part of making 

ours a better world. In addition to the climate-related practices we’ve discussed above, we may 

be in a better position than most to cultivate dialogue with people of faith who believe climate 

action is unnecessary or even faithless. We may not share the belief that divine sovereignty 

means God sets a heavenly thermostat in response to humanity’s virtue or sinfulness, but day to 

day don’t we all live with the implicit assumption that things can’t really change that much and 

focus on our own behavior? There’s theological work to be done in facing our role in a world 

that humans dominate so thoroughly. Faith communities can also encourage participation within 

our system. Faith in Place has very effectively participated in helping make Illinois a leader in 

developing clean energy.  

I believe there is hope. My whole career, I’ve met and worked with good people within the 

“dominant culture” and economic system who’ve attempted to “bend the arc” towards 

environmental protection. Even though it hasn’t always afforded equally to everyone, our system 

has responded. The world has  largely eliminated the CFC emissions that caused the ozone hole. 



The burning of coal, which in addition the environmental destruction from mining and carbon 

dioxide emissions leads to acid rain and mercury pollution of lakes and rivers, is rapidly 

declining here in the US, as are its disparate impacts on human health.  

 

One thing I’ve become more aware of lately are the ways that our environmental activism can 

serve to maintain the status quo. As a lifelong environmentalist, I’ve seen that much 

environmental action has involved opposing big, new projects that despoil nature. We’ve rightly 

celebrated protecting nature this way, but now that mindset along with our system of laws and 

regulations is making change very difficult just when the imperative to act swiftly is greatest.  

It’s one thing to fight to preserve wild places, but can’t we help face down the growing 

opposition to deploying wind and solar energy in our rural landscapes? An egregious example 

are complaints about giving up farmland for solar arrays. What about the pollution that modern 

agriculture causes? Growing corn for ethanol requires much more land than the solar arrays 

needed to produce the same amount of energy. We need solar farms and wind turbines and more 

electricity transmission as soon as possible.  

Finally, I don’t have any illusions that we’ll be able to preserve nature as fully as we feel we 

must; there’s going to be a lot of grief over losses as we adapt to a changing world. I hope faith 

communities can help address that and sustain energy for action. The sooner we act, the less 

damage we will cause and the easier it will for future generations to adapt. We can take heart in 

the fact that our energy systems are transitioning away from fossil fuels and that the production 

of renewable electricity is growing rapidly. If we can find ways to work together effectively, we 

can make the world better and more just than it has been. 

Cesar: 

One of the final take ways that I like to always share is that there's a difference between 

environmentalism and environmental justice. Environmentalism recognizes the birds, bees and 

trees but environmental justice is also about the places we eat, live, learn, and sleep, and it 

incorporates people. People are really getting affected by climate catastrophes. My message is 

we need to center nature, but we also have to understand that there are marginalized communities 

being affected more than other communities. As the Youth Empowerment Coordinator at Faith in 

Place, I want to give a shout out that we have a youth program for teens 14-18 years old. We 

explore environmental justice and we learn more about environmental justice. Please reach out to 

me or to Cindy if you have any teens interested in joining the program and we'll get them started. 

 

Karla: 

I'm going to highlight one that has been lifted up by a couple of other panelists related to food. 

 

I think that eating together is an important practice because it encompasses so much of what 

we've already been talking about. As we eat together, we build community. We can learn from 

one another. It renews our spirits. Helps to connect us to our place as we slow down and eat 

together and are conscious of where our food comes from. 

 

Another practice I would lift up is worshiping together. 



 

Worship that encompasses all of our experience, that includes lament and celebration, crying out 

to God in our pain and also with hope for healing.  

 

And the third practice that I'll suggest is advocating for justice together. Our courage and power 

grow as we stand side by side, calling for justice for all of our neighbors. 

 

Sheri: 

 I think that one of the things that a lot of people have just echoed is that you know the same sort 

of growth-based extractive logic that just sees the earth as a resource not as a relative. This is 

really behind so much of what's brought us to this place of crisis. We, we have to do this more 

radical thing. I'm not saying we don't need a clean energy transition, but we have to do a more 

radical thing which is to see, undo, and reimagine something other than this extractive growth-

based system. Even if we can solve the climate crisis, we will still despoil the planet. In the book 

(So We & Our Children May Live) I talk about these other planetary boundaries besides carbon 

dioxide emissions that we are exceeding, including things like freshwater use and biodiversity 

loss. 

 

 We need a reorientation of values into terms of how we are relating to the planet and we as the 

church as people of faith have a huge role just like in the Southern Freedom Moment or the Civil 

Rights Movement. That's a Martin Luther King's phrase, a revolution of values. We have this 

huge role to play to call the whole world to this revolution in values. 

 

 I want to call us as people who are animated by the Spirit of Life and the Creator who have been 

given this historical moment to show up and to be the voice of morality, humility and right 

relation.  

 

Resources: Provided by Panel Members and Audience 

Environmental Justice Faith Organizations 

                    dismantlediscovery.org (register here for So We & Our Children May Live) 

                    eqat.org – Earth Quaker Action Team  

                    faithinplace.org (see programs – eco-ambassador) 

                    Environmental Justice Faith Organizations cont. 

                    fmc-cu.org/peace-justice/earth-care 

                    greatturning.net (2) 

                    laudatosi.org (1)           

                    mennonitecreationcare.org 

                    Books/Online/Articles  

                    Augustine, Sarah and Hostetler, Sheri. So We & Our Children May Live: Following 

                    Jesus in Confronting the Climate Crisis. Herald Press, 2023. 

                    Bozarth, Alla Renee. This is My Body: Praying for Earth, Prayers from the Heart.  

                    iUniverse, 2004. 

                    https://cac.org/daily-meditations/the-story-of-accumulation/ 

                    Charleston, Steven. We Survived the End of the World: Lessons from Native                 

                    America on Apocalypse and Hope. Broadleaf Books, 2023. 

                    Charleston, Steven “Honor Earth” YouTube July 28, 2019.                        -cont. 

                   Books/Online/Articles (Suggestions from Panelists and Audience) cont. 

https://cac.org/daily-meditations/the-story-of-accumulation/


                    Griffith, Saul. Rewire America. Ebook, 2020. 

                    Hahn, Thich Nhat. Zen and the Art of Saving the Planet. HarperCollins, 2021. 

                    Hickel, Jason. Less is More: How Degrowth Will Save the World. Windmill Books,                                                     

                    2021. 

                    Joy, Melanie. Why We Love Dogs, Eat Pigs and Wear Cows. Conari Press, 2011. 

                    Krawec, Patty. Becoming Kin: An Indigenous Call for Unforgetting the Past and 

                    Reimagining our Future. Broadleaf Books, 2022. 

                    Macy, Joanna and Johnstone, Chris. Active Hope: How to Face the Mess We’re in 

                    With Unexpected Resilience and Creative Power. New World Library, 2022.  

                    NPR “Demand for minerals sparks fear of mining abuses on Indigenous peoples’   

                    Lands” 

      https://www.npr.org/2024/01/29/1226125617/demand-for-minerals-sparks-fear-of-                                                                                                                          

mining-abuses-on-indigenous-peoples-lands 

                    United Nations. United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

                    September 13, 2007. 

                    Werner, Sarah Renee. Rooted Faith: Practices for Living Well on a Fragile Planet. 

                    Herald Press, 2023 

                    Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rights_of_nature 

 

Concluding Comments and Meditations:  

Go to the Limits of Your Longing 

Marie Rainer Rilke as translated by my beloved teacher, Joanna Macy  

 

God speaks to each of us as she makes us,  

then walks with us silently out of the night. 

 

These are the words we dimly hear. 

 

You sent out beyond your recall. 

Go to the limits of your longing. 

Embody me. 

 

Flare up like a flame 

 and make big shadows I can move in. 

 

Let everything happen to you: beauty and terror. 

Just keep going. No feeling is final. 

 

Nearby is the country they call life. 

You will know it by its seriousness.  

 

Give me your hand. 

Sharon: May we work together to make big shadows and go to the limits of our longing with 

trust and courage knowing as we step into important personal and cultural shifts we are held in 

love. 
 

 

https://www.npr.org/2024/01/29/1226125617/demand-for-minerals-sparks-fear-of-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20mining-abuses-on-indigenous-peoples-lands
https://www.npr.org/2024/01/29/1226125617/demand-for-minerals-sparks-fear-of-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20mining-abuses-on-indigenous-peoples-lands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rights_of_nature


Michael: 

I am struck by how many of the themes that I've heard today, resonate in this poem prayer that I 

had already chosen for this evening to close us. I am reflecting on in particular the need for a 

transition and values away from our earth siblings as resources to be exploited and to see all 

creation as family. 

 

I am lifting up these words of possibility and hope by Alla Renee Bozarth. 

 

Benediction 

Earth’s body is not for sale or rent. 

She is real and we are her estate. 

But no body is property. 

Not even God owns any of it, but delights in its in its being its own. 

An ancient forest is always in a dynamic state. 

Half of its body actively growing, half of it actively dying. 

These are the same half. The other half is always eating and being eaten. 

Trees live for 2,000 years and then our food for as long.  

This is perpetual and holy communion. 

Nobody owns the sacred. 

Everybody is sacred. 

Pray for the future. 

Become an animal, a spirited and glorious earth body. 

Then offer thanks when you lie down with the trees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


