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From the Pastor's Desk
I will deliver my final sermon as your pastor on
Sunday, June 26. Coincidentally, it will be my
200th sermon at FMC. I don't remember them all,
of course, and neither does anyone else! Still, the
experience of sharing God's Word with you has
been a profound privilege.
Sunday morning worship at FMC depends upon
diverse teams of planners and leaders. I have
greatly appreciated the collaboration with worship
leaders, song leaders, musicians, script writers,
visual artists, and storytellers. Many thanks to all
who have partnered with me in worship planning
and leading, including members of the Worship
Committee and those who serve behind the scenes.
Pastoral care accompaniment has likewise been a
privilege. Life milestones, weddings and funerals,
health crises and hospitalizations, family and personal challenges, and special needs are among the
situations you have entrusted to my presence,
prayer, and counsel. The other pastors and the elders have been wonderful colleagues in caregiving,
and the whole congregation have been vital partners in prayer and care, especially through the
weekly prayer list, which I have found to be a particularly meaningful responsibility.

Spiritual direction emerged as a formal ministry
for us after Debra Sutter and I participated in a
year-long seminar at AMBS, training we recently
augmented with an advanced seminar. Observing
the work of the Spirit in people's lives and naming
their gifts and blessings are themselves blessings
to me.
Robust learning and spiritual formation opportunities are important to us. I have enjoyed teaching
and leading in a wide range of opportunities as
your pastor. These included spiritual retreats, MYF
and JYF Sunday School, and topical and book studies for adult Sunday School. Looking over the class
list, I note that contemplative practices, peace witness, biblical interpretation, and interfaith understanding have been major themes.

Clarity about our inclusive welcome and affirmation of LGBTQ sisters and brothers emerged from
two congregation-wide discernment processes.
The first culminated in January 2010 and the second in January 2015. We became a member of the
Supportive Communities Network of Brethren and
Mennonite congregations and adopted appropriate
changes to our congregational guidelines concerning support for membership, blessing of same-sex
marriage, and LGBTQ clergy. Our tackling and

Page 2

navigating these major discernments well is a testimony to the FMC community ethos and openness
to the Spirit's leading.
Administrative tasks comprise the third major focus for my pastoral leadership. These have been
facilitated with first-rate support from our excellent administrative assistant, Rhonda Gibson, and
the dedicated work of Church Council, committees,
and individual volunteers. Some of the tasks are
routine necessities. Some revolve around pesky
problems waiting for strategic solutions. Some
represent marvelous projects for our collective
witness.
Into this latter category falls our Jubilee celebration of 2013-14, marking 50 years of congregational life. To some degree, everyone participated
in the Jubilee, whether through the Habitat build,
the July reunion weekend (I-Hotel worship service, Lake of the Woods picnic, and much more),
our core scriptures and new vision, and archival
collections. Jubilee gifts for our two Mennonite
conferences (IMC and CDC) and our Colombian
sister church signaled gratitude for our connections to the larger Body of Christ. The busy Jubilee
season was capped by a memorable all-church retreat at Camp Menno Haven in August 2014, with
guest artist Ted Swartz.
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with the Central Illinois Mosque & Islamic Center
continues to interest and inspire, as shown by requests for information, media attention, and an
invited display for the global village at the 2015
Mennonite World Conference assembly.
Racial justice has been front and center this past
year. We hosted living room conversations on
white privilege, lamented violence in worship,
heard from guest speakers and preachers, participated in community forums and showings of the
film Racial Taboo, studied structural violence and
The New Jim Crow in Sunday School, and welcomed
the Mo'Betta ensembles. Together, we grappled
with hard truths about prejudice, inequality, and
injustice. May convicted action flow from this
study and outreach.
In other ways, too, we have shown ourselves to be
engaged and dedicated disciples. We welcomed
distinguished speakers like restorative justice pioneer Howard Zehr and hosted ambitious public
forums on the immigration debate and food security. Advocacy for the homeless has taken various
forms, including participation in the CU at Home
winter night fundraiser by myself and other
FMCers.

In fall 2011, we celebrated a decade of Sister
Church relationship with El Divino Redentor Lutheran Church in Bucaramanga, Colombia. Pastor
Israel Martínez and his wife Loraci visited us for
two weeks. Their visit nurtured the bonds of
friendship and illuminated EDR's remarkable ministry to displaced persons, which we help to support. Since Pastor Israel's retirement, we have established good ties with Pastor Sergio Talero.

The physical plant underwent some changes, most
significantly the purchase of the next-door apartment building, which remains rented for now but
holds great promise for expanded ministry. We
developed the peace garden and adjacent green
space and installed solar panels. Interior remodeling downstairs provided us with a greatly enhanced kitchen and serving area and
a carpeted, open fellowship space. Upgrades to
the sanctuary and enhanced storage are current
foci.

Locally, our interfaith and community connections
have grown, as initiatives such as the Interfaith
Alliance and Fifth Sunday have taken root and we
have begun work on a summer peace camp modeled after one in Harrisonburg, VA. Our friendship

A clergy renewal grant from the Lilly Endowment
for my British Isles sabbatical in 2012 facilitated
not only amazing travel and renewal opportunities
for me, but also valuable resourcing of the congregation. The competitive grant application re-
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quired a team effort and I remain deeply grateful
for the synergies and fruits of the Lilly grant.

sidered it a "sacred duty" to take the stage for this
delightful annual tradition.

One obvious fruit of the grant was the opportunity for Pastor Michael to augment his portfolio in
my absence and following my return from sabbatical. It has been a great joy to serve in team ministry, first with associate pastor Cindy Breeze, then
with interim associate pastor Samantha Lioi, and
since May 2010 with Pastor Michael, and in the
past year with Pastor Debra joining us.

You loved me into the role of lead pastor and
through the two-year ordination process. You
blessed me as I married Mark and reduced my
time commitment to two-thirds. You will, I know,
continue to love and bless me as I embrace retirement and return next year to worship and serve
alongside you. Thank you from the bottom of my
heart, and thanks be to God who has been faithful
to us all!

Serving as pastor requires flexibility, presence,
study, communication, creativity, heart wisdom,
and lots of time. I have learned a great deal from
my colleagues in ministry and from this beloved
congregation, who know how to encourage and
support their pastors. We show our love for each
other as we journey together in the day-to-day.
We also laugh together, poking good-natured fun
at Menno Nite. I'm no comedian, but I have con-

Peace and love,
Pastor Janet
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Creation Care in Sunday School
by Kathy Martin, teacher

The children of Sunday School Class K-5th Grade have been working and playing in the Green Space and
Peace Garden as part of learning about and appreciating the miracles of creation. We helped clear the
garden area to prepare for spring planting, then we planted peas and cucumbers, and recently on Day of
Peace and Action for Colombia we planted red, blue, and yellow flowers in the colors of the Colombian
flag. We like getting out of the classroom to spend time in our Green Space, and when weather permits,
we have dramatized Bible stories, discovered snails and pill bugs under the stumps, and sat on our meditation rugs in the green grass. After Fifth Sunday in May, we spent some time at Crystal Lake Park
walking the prayer labyrinth there. Thanks to everyone who helps and we are looking forward to growing through the summer.

Left: Preparing for Spring Planting: Leah, Soren, and Rafael
Below: Fat, Happy Earthworms Make Rich, Healthy Soil: Soren,
Rafael, and Leah
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Left: Loosening Soil for Planting: Hazel

Right: Checking Our Peas: Sophie, Leah, and
Megan
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The Vine
Left: Planting Seeds of Hope and Peace
for Columbia: Megan, Andrea, Soren,
Leah, Sophie, and Hazel
Bottom Right: Soaking up the Sun After
Fifth Sunday: Rafael, Andrea, and Soren
Bottom Left: Ready to Water: Mary,
Megan, Fernando, Rafael, Hazel, Andrea, and Soren
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FEARLESS AND FAITHFUL: FMC Fall Retreat
October 7-9, 2016 at Camp Menno Haven
For several weeks the congregation has been invited to “save the date” for our fall retreat. Why might
you want to save the date? So glad you asked!
Save the date to spend time with other FMCers.
Save the date to experience nature at one of our wonderful denominational camps: Camp Menno Haven,
Tiskilwa, Illinois.
Save the date to worship together as we explore the Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25 - especially as
it might pertain to future foci for FMC.
Save the date to enjoy lots of free time activities: hiking, hay ride, boating, lawn games, 9 square, the first
ever FMC 5K, extended conversation, rock climbing, board games, basketball, snacking, etc.
Save the date to stretch your creativity and imagination.
The retreat will begin on Friday evening, October 7, and conclude after Sunday lunch on October 9. Stay
tuned in the next few weeks:


For more details about registration;



For more information about the retreat theme: “Fearless and Faithful;”



For the kick-off of a fun retreat offering project that will be unveiled next Sunday, June 12.

The Retreat Committee members are: Pastor Deb Sutter, Cindy Breeze, chair, Rhonda Gibson, Bev Hertle,
Ken Nisly-Nagele, and Michelle Moyer.

Planting seeds for peace in Colombia.
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Drumming for Peace: JYF Sunday School
by Cindy Breeze
For most of April and May, the JYF Sunday School has been looking at peacemaking through drumming.
On May 15, our lesson’s theme was: Respect for all people is necessary if there is to be peace. We took
the poem, “I Am Somebody,” and changed the title to “You Are Somebody.” This poem, made famous by
Rev. Jesse Jackson on Sesame Street in 1971, has been recited often since then in a variety of settings
where peacemaking was needed. In addition to changing the title, we took out all the adjectives from the
poem and added our own. What follows is the youth’s version of the poem – our effort to be respectful to
all people.
YOU ARE SOMEBODY
You are somebody.
You are somebody.
You may be short,
But you are somebody.
You may be Asian, Latino, Black, or Caucasion,
But you are somebody.
You may be old,
But you are somebody.
You may have special needs,
But you are somebody.
Your religion may be different;
Your race may be different;
Your culture may be different;
But you are somebody.
You might be queer or straight, Republican or Democrat,
educated or uneducated,
But you are somebody.
You may be homeless,
But you are protected;
Never rejected.
You are God’s child!

