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For a number of years, FMC has made annual donations 
to the work of Anne Garber Kompaore in Burkina Faso, 
in West Africa.  Many of us who have not been around 
FMC since its early days may wonder “Who is Anne 
Kompaore” and “Why do we often designate a special 
Thanksgiving offering for her work?” 

In a few words, I’d like to describe why Anne and her 
work are a priority at FMC, and give a brief update on 
recent events there. 

Anne was raised in Ontario, and was an AIMM (Africa 
Inter Mennonite Mission)  volunteer in Congo (Zaire at 
that time) in the mid-70’s, when I was a teenager in 
high school there.  (AIMM is the same mission organi-
zation that sponsored my family in the Congo.) 

Anne was a graduate student at UIUC back in the late 
1970’s when FMC was a fledgling campus outreach 
church and received her Masters in Linguistics in 1980.  
Between 1982 and 1992 she was with AIMM in Burkina 
Faso.  She received her PhD in Linguistics from UI in 
1987 after a short return to Champaign-Urbana.  She 
also has studied at AMBS in Elkhart for several periods 
over the years, and hold a Masters from there as well.  
She has done much more professional training in many 
forms over the years. 

Anne has spent most of her professional career as a 
Bible translator and consultant to other translators in 
Africa, including Burkina Faso, Kenya, and Cameroon, 

and has taught Greek and Hebrew, among other topics, 
with associations with SIL (Summer Institute of Lin-
guistics), United Bible Society, and many others.  Some 
of her major bible translation efforts have been with 
the Sicite language in south-western Burkina.  

In 1993 she married Daniel Kompaore in Burkina Faso.  
Daniel is a pastor and leader in the Apostolic Church in 
B.F.  Through Daniel she acquired five children and 
eleven grandchildren.  Daniel’s ongoing work includes 
managing several Christian Schools, pastoral work in 
several congregations, and one period of time as the 
head of the Apostolic Church denomination in Burkina 
Faso.  Anne and Daniel make their home in Ougadou-
gou, the capital of Burkina Faso. 

Since 2011 both Anne and Daniel have worked under 
the auspices of Commission to Every Nation, which 
sponsors mission work in many countries. 

Recent political events in B. F. have had a big impact on 
Anne and Daniel.  The leader of the presidential guard 
military unit, General Diendere, staged a coup d'e tat on 
Sept 17, 2015, just a few weeks prior to a scheduled 
presidential election.   Spontaneous demonstrations by 
the people in the streets of Ouga and other cities, and 
eventually supported by other African government 
leaders, lead by Muhammadu Buhari, president of Nige-
ria, lead to the surrender of the presidential guard and 
the previous interim president Michel Kafando was re-
turned to office. 
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More recently, around October 10, there have been 
some fatal attacks on Burkinabe police stations in the 
areas near the border with Mali, which have been at-
tributed to the supporters of the failed September coup 
attempt.  Some attacks were reported very near the 
area when AIMM mission workers have been for many 
years, near the town of Orodara.   Burkinabe security 
forces are patrolling these areas since the attacks. This 
type of threat is keeping the whole country in a state of 
tension and anxiety, as might be imagined.   

Being a real-world mission worker and translator in 
Africa can be fulfilling and dangerous as well! 

Both our resources and our prayers are deeply appre-
ciated by our dedicated mission workers in Burkina 
Faso. 

Anne and Daniel’s web site is :  
http://www.aegk.finespun.net/KompaoreMinistry.php 
Anne is also on Facebook under “Anne Kompaore”. 

Upcoming Special Offerings 
 
November 22 
Thanksgiving offering for Anne Garber Kompaore 
 
November 29 
Chrismon Service offering for Daily Bread 

 
 

FMC Budget Report 
 

Our spending plan for 2015 calls for offerings of 
$250,075. Your gifts through Nov. 8 total $202,192.   
In the 7 weeks remaining in 2015 we need additional 
offerings of $47,883. 

 
 

An Anabaptist Framework for                

Addressing Climate Change  
The following is excerpted and adapted from Pastor Michael’s November 4, 2015 presentation at the Wesley United 

Methodist Interfaith Symposium on Climate Change. The Symposium featured speakers from Jewish, Muslim, Catho-

lic, and Anabaptist traditions, each tasked with representing his [sadly, we were all male] tradition’s moral frame-

work for responding to climate change.  

A Word about Interfaith 
An FMCer recently pointed out a great song by folk art-
ist John McCutcheon. It’s about everything he learned 
in kindergarten. Here’s a few lines from the chorus:  

Of all you learn here remember this the best … 
… remember the seed in the little paper cup: 
First the root goes down and then the plant 
grows up! 

This is a powerful image for interfaith conversation. By 
delving the roots of our own traditions, we begin to see 
how each faith – each tree – grows branches that con-
tribute to the canopy of a vast and diverse forest. 

Mennonite Church USA and Climate Change 
Mennonite Church USA (MCUSA) has little to say about 
climate change. Denominational texts generally en-
courage “creation care,” but there have been few at-

tempts to address climate change directly. References 
to creation care remain broad appeals to care for God’s 
earth, as in a popular biblical text like Psalm 24, which 
begins: “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.” In 
2013 the national assembly of MCUSA adopted a for-
mal resolution committing congregations “…to growing 
in their dedication to care for God’s creation as an es-
sential part of the good news of Jesus Christ.” The de-
tails of that resolution are fuzzy on what the urgency of 
the problem is (presumably to avoid taking political 
sides). 

As I see it, MCUSA’s official response to climate change 
is neither adequate to the severity of the issue, nor 
does it sufficiently represent the depth of Anabaptist-
Mennonite thinking on the subject. More promising are 
grassroots movements within and outside denomina-
tional structures. The Mennonite Creation Care Net-

http://www.aegk.finespun.net/KompaoreMinistry.php


Page 3 The Vine 

work, for example, is growing across MC USA and MC 
Canada. (FMC might consider joining this network as a 
supporting member.) 

A second initiative spreading among concerned Men-
nonites is a concept called “watershed discipleship,” 
which advocates for bio-regional living: prioritizing the 
health of one’s local watershed, with knowledge of its 
topography, ecology, economic limitations, and politi-
cal realities. Watershed offers a concrete model for 
broad community engagement. All of us are part of the 
local watershed eco-system and benefit from its health. 
At the same time, all of the world’s watersheds are con-
nected, so a commitment not to pollute one’s local eco-
system contributes to global health. It’s a powerful 
model for local action with global repercussions. 

An Anabaptist Framework: Jesus, Community, Rec-
onciliation 

As with all religious traditions, climate change is forc-
ing Mennonites to take a hard look at our core convic-
tions. What follows is my attempt to place the causes 
and consequences of climate change within a tradition-
al Anabaptist framework for discipleship: 

Palmer Becker, a contemporary Mennonite historian, 
suggested three defining “centers” for Anabaptist 
Christians: 

(1)  Jesus is the center of our faith;  
(2) Community is the center of our lives; and  
(3) Reconciliation is the center of our work. 

1 .  J e s u s  i s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  o u r  f a i t h  
Most of Jesus’ life and ministry, according to the Gospel 
accounts of the Bible, focused on people. He was a 
teacher, a healer, and a leader. He was concerned with 
the hungry, the sick, the poor, and the social outcast. 
Mennonites have emphasized Jesus’ teaching to “love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,” 
and have prioritized forgiveness, social justice, and 
peacemaking, all of which are given an understandably 
human-centered application. Yet today’s climate crisis 
demands a less anthropocentric response. Could we 
allow our portrait of Jesus to expand? Do the Gospels 
depict Jesus with a mission wider than human salva-
tion? 

A close inspection of the Gospels suggests a challenging 
“Yes!” Jesus turns out to be a wilderness mystic, an am-
ateur naturalist, and even an ecological prophet. He 
does his praying in gardens, on mountaintops, and in 
the wilderness of the Dead Sea valley. He appeals to 

mustard trees, lilies, sparrows, and foxes. Water is 
prominent in his work: he’s baptized in the Jordan Riv-
er, and his itinerant ministry features wells, streams, 
lakes, and pools of healing, common to the landscape of 
all first century Jewish people. His teaching builds ob-
ject lessons from agricultural economics, aware of the 
precariousness of life for those always living at the 
mercy of powerful land-owning elites. 

This is only a brief and rough sketch of the possibilities, 
but these expanded portraits of Jesus—wilderness 
mystic, amateur naturalist, and ecological prophet—
would shape a more robust Mennonite response to cli-
mate change. 

2 .  C o m m u n it y  i s  t he  c e n t e r  o f  o u r  l i v es  
The essence of Mennonite moral obligation is a deep 
sense of community responsibility. This moral obliga-
tion extends outward to the global ecological commu-
nity that nurtures us and may (or may not) sustain life 
across the planet and in years to come. When we learn, 
for instance, that climate change is adversely impacting 
the poor of the world, action of any kind becomes even 
more compelling. 

Just outside the FMC sanctuary is a tiny closet that gets 
messy fast. Years ago someone put up a sign that reads, 
“What would Jesus do? He would leave this closet in 
better shape than he found it.” It’s a funny reminder to 
put the purple candle back in the box with the other 
purple candles, but it also reflects a moral principle 
deeply ingrained in Anabaptist communities: the well-
being of the next person to come along is at least as 
important as my own. Mennonites concerned with the 
effects of climate change are expanding our under-
standing of community to include the global eco-
system. What if we looked out across the millions of 
acres of now-defunct prairie and asked ourselves 
whether, in fact, we are leaving them in better shape 
than we found them? How about the same question 
applied to acidifying oceans or forests disappearing 
into deserts? 

3 .  R e c o n c i l i a t i on  i s  t h e  c en t e r  o f  o u r  
w o r k  

Mennonites rarely boast, but when we do it’s about our 
historic commitment to peacemaking. Phrases like 
“conflict transformation,” “peace-building,” “love of en-
emies,” and “peace & justice” are part of Mennonite 
vernacular. This is one of the more hopeful aspects of 
an Anabaptist vision, because it reflects the conviction 
that God loves the world and is actively working to-
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wards healing individuals and societies. As members of 
God’s creation, each of us is invited to do our part in 
this work, believing that even the smallest acts of faith-
fulness participate in the healing of the whole world. 
Anabaptists have a strong sense of moral agency and a 
long track record of empowering people to act on be-
half of God’s reconciling vision for the world. 

Yet buried in this commitment to reconciliation is a 
tragic deficit. The non-human creation is inadequately 
represented in our reconciling work. We suffer from 
what Christian theologian Norman Wirzba calls 
“ecological amnesia,” a failure to know our place in the 
global ecology of soil, water, and air. And, as a result, 
we frequently neglect what the ecumenical World 
Council of Churches identifies as a core element of 
world peace: “peace with the earth.” 

Learning from Other Faiths 
Climate change is causing many Mennonites to take a 
hard look at our core convictions. What we discover is 
that the seeds are there, but there is much growth to be 
done. We struggle to embrace a more integral view of 
God’s creation and our humble place in it. There is 
much to learn in this regard from other faith traditions: 
Pope Francis is alerting the world that the poor endure 

the worst burdens of climate change; the recent Islamic 
Declaration on Climate Change insists that every earth-
ly life – all of God’s creatures – deserve our attention; 
and the Hebrew prophets of ancient Israel continue to 
remind us that human faithfulness is measured, per-
haps above all else, by how we choose to live on the 
land that is God’s gift to us. “I have set before you life 
and death…. Choose life so that you and your descend-
ants may live” (Deuteronomy 30:19). 
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K-5 Sunday School 

Andrea, Hazel, Leah, Rafael, Sophie, Soren, Zach, teachers Kathy Martin and Bob Hudson 
 

Pizza (yummy), Love, Drawing, My House, Family, Water, Bees and pollen, Friends, Video Games, Life, The 
chance to go to school, Food, Shelter, Peace, God, Air, the Bible, Trees and Books, My friends at church 
 

Middle School 

Ally, Caden, Jonathan, Jong Min, Liesl, sponsors Amanda Heinsman and Dan Schreiber 
 

Food (specifically seaweed and fish), Roof over my head, Family, A warm bed, Life in general, Good teachers, 
Education, Sunshine and trees 
 

High School 

Anja, Anna, Anthony, Berit, Caleb, Emily, Rex, sponsor Mary Biddle and teacher Michael Crosby 
 

Big appetite, Friends who are there for me, So many supportive people at church, Life, Family, Not needing 
surgery, Healthy food, Sleep, Cool people in my life, Trebuchets, End to a hard week, Miraculous break-
throughs 

 
FMC kids and youth were asked: What are you most thankful for?  
Here are their words of gratitude to God: 


