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From the Pastor's Desk  
 When the pastor gets married, the whole church 
gets involved -- thankfully and wonderfully!  My heart is 
filled with gratitude for the many ways Mark and I were 
feted and blessed in the time leading up to our February 
wedding and in the weeks since then.   

 Heartfelt thanks to everyone who joined in the 
roasting at MennoNite.  The wedding dress designs were 
imaginative and funny. Several of the drawings are includ-
ed in this issue of The Vine.  Not pictured are bold options 
like the entire Bible written on a sheer chiffon overskirt, 
the Norwegian flag, giant J's signaling Super Janet, a cam-
ouflage huntress motif, and an orange-and-blue cheer-
leading theme.   

 Another take-away from MennoNite was the 
cardboard "double-wide" constructed by Janet Liechty 
and Phil Martens, complete with rose window and hym-
nals (see photo on page 9). This housing option has been 
on stand-by for the past two months, in the event that we 
were unsuccessful in our Urbana house search.  As attrac-
tive as the double wide is, I am delighted to report that 
we just closed on a house on West Michigan Avenue, 
where we will have not only shared quarters but also 
space for entertaining.  We look forward to welcoming 
you there after we move in early June.  

 Another wonderful blessing came in the form of 
two "showers," one given by the women of the congrega-
tion and the other by the men, each with their own 
unique flavors (e.g., chocolate versus chili). I treasure the 
words of wisdom (some tongue-in-cheek) shared by the 

men and the  endearing blessings composed by the wom-
en. 

 A generous spa gift basket, a lovely knitted af-
ghan, contributions in our honor to MCC and American 
Friends Service Committee, and many beautiful greeting 
cards added to the overflowing joy of seeing the church 
family gathered to witness our vows and celebrate with 
us on February 21. 

 Having heard from a number of you how much 
fun the contra dancing was, I am hopeful that we can ar-
range an FMC barn dance later in the year.   

 With deep gratitude for all of your kindnesses 
and your expressions of love to Mark and me, I remain, 
your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Janet 
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Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia 
 On May 17, our worship service will focus on the 
Days of Prayer and Action for Colombia.  This has, unfor-
tunately, become an annual event that calls us to re-
member and to take action on behalf of war-torn Colom-
bia and for us specifically, our sister church, El Divino Re-
dentor in Bucaramanga.  The following article, written by 
Pulido, an indigenous Nasa leader from Cauca in south-
west Colombia, provides a perspective from one who 
lives with terror of war on a daily basis.  

In the past years we have seen how U.S. policies 
such as Plan Colombia and the Consolidation Plan 
have focused primarily on expanding the military 
apparatus and presence of the armed forces on the 
ground, which has led to the militarization of in-
digenous, Afro-descendant and small-scale farming 
territories: to the use of weapons to control terri-
tory by ever-increasing the number of troops on 
the ground.  

Women’s daily lives are affected by this militariza-
tion, by the thousands of armed men walking 
through the territory day and night, controlling 
what food can be brought home and controlling 
the movement of people.  

The first territory violated as part of a larger strat-
egy of territorial control by armed groups is wom-
en’s bodies. There are many cases of young girls 
and women who have been sexually assaulted and 
abused by different actors in this conflict, and real-
ly the access to justice for women is very limited in 
these types of cases.  

U.S. policies have intensified the bombings, milita-
rization, threats and confrontations between 
armed groups. Women cannot leave their children 
at home, which makes it very difficult for us to 
work when we never know when the bullets will 
hit our homes.  

Before this intensification of the conflict, all of us, 
both men and women, were working to construct 
our life plan. This is not a document, but rather 
entails following a path based on our principles, 
based on our own worldview. Planning for territo-
rial harmony was difficult work. But now with the 
increase in militarization, the increased bomb-
ings...these policies don’t allow us to think! To the 
contrary...they force us to be so occupied with how 
to save our lives that there is never time to discuss 
what is urgently necessary: 
problems that affect women, 
such as women’s health issues, 
the education of our children, 
the respect that women de-
serve in the family, and many 
other themes that are very 
important to us women. These 
policies have us running, 
watching to make sure a bomb 
doesn’t fall on our heads. There is no time left to 
talk about the participation of women, the rights of 
women...themes that are being relegated not even 
to second place, but to fifth...tenth place. It is time 
to stop financing this war so that we can return to 
being able to think. 

Children’s Books: 
God's Gift by Jean Richards 
 donated by Jan Sabey 
 

Swords to Plowshares: the Creation of John P. Klassen's 
Mennonite Central Committee Medallion by Lisa Weaver 
 donated by Sheree Flannigan 
 

Adult Books: 
Path of Thorns, Soviet Mennonite Life Under Communist 
and Nazi Rule by Jacob Neufeld 
 donated by Del Sieber 
 

Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, 

and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand 
 donated by Paul Sieber 
 

Women in Scriptures Carol Meyers, editor 
 donated by Julie Nieset 
 

The Only Necessary Thing by Henri Nouwen 
 donated by Randy Genau 
 

Have You Ever Been to Bethlehem? by Richard Cromie 
 

Apocalypse and Allegiance by J. Nelson Kraybill 
 

Think on These Things by Myron Miller 
 

Daily Guideposts 2015 

New in the library: 
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Breath of Life 
Job 33:4 “The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Almighty gives me life.” 

 It has been said that the breath is our first and 

last possession.  Typically we can survive only about four 

minutes without air.  For most of us breathing is effortless 

except for the times when we have colds with chest con-

gestion or accidently swallow food ‘down the wrong 

pipe.’  These uncomfortable and sometimes scary mo-

ments jolt us back to remembering how fundamental 

breathing is to our lives.   

 For some with asthma, lung diseases, or other 

health problems, breathing on a daily basis may not be so 

easy.  In addition, there are factors that can worsen 

symptoms of respiratory distress.  The Center for Disease 

Control (CDC) cites numerous research studies linking air 

pollution to increased morbidity and mortality for people 

with asthma and other respiratory diseases.  Markers of 

traffic related air pollution such as nitrogen oxide and 

vehicular exhaust particles are associated with increased 

asthma rates.  In addition, the six common air pollutants-

ozone, particular matter, carbon monoxide, nitrogen ox-

ides, sulfur dioxide, and lead-all have known adverse 

effects on human health.   There are known carcinogens 

in transportation vehicle exhaust, solvents, metals, and 

dust in our air (WHO-IARC 2013).   

 Air pollution also affects the poor in greater num-

bers.  In the United States, ethnicity is strongly correlated 

with socioeconomic status with some groups dispropor-

tionately represented among the poor.  While there are a 

number of factors that can lead to asthma development 

and exacerbation “non-whites are more likely to live in 

areas with elevated levels of air pollutants, including par-

ticulates, carbon monoxide, ozone and sulfur diox-

ide”(Forno and Celedon 2009).  In a study of 7 U.S. urban 

communities O’Connor et al. (2008) discerned that inner-

city children with asthma had adverse respiratory effects 

from air pollution even at levels below the current Na-

tional Ambient Air Quality Standard set by the USEPA un-

der the Clean Air Act.  Air pollution also adversely affects 

infants, children, and the elderly at higher rates.   

 We have known for some time that air pollution 

can hurt our non-human friends too (Newman 1979).  

They can have similar difficulties as we do from exposure 

to air pollution (Ludwig 2013). Ozone molecules close to 

the earth’s surface can damage lung tissue of us humans 

and other animals and reduce plant respiration.  Bioaccu-

mulation of toxic chemicals can cause damage to wildlife 

health as well as their ability to successfully produce off-

spring.  When acidic air pollutants combine with rain to 

form acid rain this changes the chemistry of water in 

lakes and streams, as well as soil.  This can stress or kill 

aquatic life such as fish and invertebrates, damage plant 

life, disrupt intricate food webs and typical natural history 

behaviors for animals.  Greenhouse gas from air pollution 

has and is causing changes around the world that affects 

all life on our planet.   

 So what are mindful care-conscience people to 

do in the light of this knowledge? Since air pollution is 

linked to our electricity and fuel use and from transporta-

tion choices, activities that lower our carbon footprint 

helps to reduce our impact.  Certainly our solar panel pro-

ject has and is helping to reduce emissions as is carpool-

ing and using alternative transportation.  There are a vari-

ety of small things that each of us can do.  By keeping our 

vehicles tuned up and running efficiently and having 

better driving habits (i.e. accelerating smoothly and slow-

ly) and combining trips we can reduce our impact.  Stop-

ping junk mail, using natural cleaning products instead of 

harsher chemical cleaners, buying locally, composting 

food scraps, eating more vegetarian meals are just a few 

other ways. There are some websites below that list addi-

tional options.   



Page 4 The Vine 
 We’ve also wondered at the opportunities for 

influencing legislation that can tighten up air pollution 

regulation.  The USEPA is currently working on what they 

call “Clean Power Plan” to reduce power plant emissions 

an aspect of executive action from President Obama’s 

Climate Action Plan.  Summer 2015 is the timeline for the 

USEPA to issue final rules on power plants, but they will 

also unveil a proposal of a federal plan for meeting Clean 

Power Plan goals for public review and comment.  When 

the public comment period starts we will let the congre-

gation know the details and ask that you participate.  For 

more information on this see go to the USEPA 2014 link 

found below in the reference section.  An article from re-

searchers at Syracuse University and Harvard show that 

Illinois is one state that can greatly reduce fine particulate 

matter, sulfur, and nitrogen pollution if stricter industrial 

regulations are implemented (Syracuse University 2014). 

 The Green Team welcomes your thoughts on how 

we as a community can be more mindful of breath and of 

our air in the name of ecological and social justice.  Please 

come to a meeting sometime, talk with, or send us an 

email about your thoughts regarding this and related is-

sues…it would be a breath of fresh air!  
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Dear Ms. Menno: 

I have noticed that The Unitarian Universalists and the 
McKinley Presbyterians in town are always advertising on 
Public Radio. I think we should too, and I know just what 
we should be saying to win over the same progressive 
Christian demographic they are going for. The UUs have 
only one minister. McKinley has two. But we have THREE! 
With no doubt a limited Mennonite-like budget can we 
afford to be subtle? To make our point even clearer, and 
perhaps sow seeds of confusion among the conservative 
Christians in town, we could re-label ourselves “The Holy 
Trinity Mennonite Church.” What do you think? 

Happy to Help Mennonite 

 

Dear Happy To Help: 

Thank you for your excellent question and sugges-
tion.  It does give me pause, however, to realize that 
we have two females and one male as our ministers, 
while obviously, Father, Son and Holy Ghost would 
require at least two males.  Do you think we should 
defrock (obviously, I’m talking metaphorically here) 
one of our female ministers and replace her with a 
male?  Or do we go whole-hog modern and make it 
Mother, Daughter and Holy Ghost?  I can see Pastor 
Michael being crestfallen with the second solution, 
since he obviously already is a very good Father.  
Perhaps we need to ask for a Discernment Circle. 

Dear Ms. Menno: 

Recently I have been deeply depressed about the state of 
the world and to find some solace as well as guidance I 
employed an old Christian practice. I got out my Bible 
placing it in front of me, closed my eyes, opened the book 
and still with eyes shut put a finger down with the expec-
tation that the verse on which my finger alighted would 
enlighten. The passage I got was, “Cursed be he who lies 
with any kind of beast.” Frankly, I had not been thinking 
along these lines at all so I was a little perplexed. I tried 
again. I got, “Cursed be he who lies with his mother-in-
law.”  Since I do not have a mother-in-law this had me 
even more confused. No doubt this might speak to those 
with mother-in-laws, in which case I should think this jolly 
good advice – good on the Bible - but it hardly seemed to 
have me in mind. What am I doing wrong? 

Confused Mennonite 

 

Dear Confused Mennonite: 

I’m afraid your bias is showing here.  You claim to 
have no mother-in-law and yet you claim your dis-
cernment linked “beast” and “mother-in-law.”  This 
is a serious church periodical and this column is in-
tended to give serious advice to seekers of the truth, 
not to offer a platform for lame mother-in-law jokes. 

 

Letter to the Editor 
 
Having come to rely upon the expertise of Ms. Menno, I 
was shaken to discover a grave error in her column in the 
last issue of The Vine.   
  
Ms. Menno asserts that FMC has been in existence for 45 
years.  Did Ms. Menno fall asleep during the vast and joy-
ous celebration of our Jubilee?  How could she not know 
that we marked a full FIFTY years of existence in February 
2014?   
  
By good fortune, a bronze plaque commemorating our 
Jubilee was recently installed in the foyer of the church 
building.  This should prove instructive to Ms. Menno and 

other historically-challenged folks.   
  
I urge the editor to exercise great caution with respect to 
the "facts" reported by Ms. Menno going forward.  Per-
haps this represents a one-time slip.  If not, an editori-
al fact-checking team may need to be formed for the sake 
of our ongoing congregational integrity. 
 
Diligently yours, 
Pastor Janet 
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Reflections on the IMC Annual Assembly held April 17-18, 2015 
 

Mary Krick 

 It was my privilege to attend the annual meeting 
of the Illinois Mennonite Conference.  It gave me an op-
portunity to reconnect with many of the people I had met 
before and to meet new people and hear their stories. 
 

 It was an opportunity to participate in two days 
of focused study and worship centered around I John 1: 1
-4.  "Confessing, professing, expressing.  We declare what 
we have seen and heard… our faith."  There was powerful 
preaching, sharing, an excellent speaker, and all the sing-
ing one could ever hope for.  All of it was focused on rec-
ognizing our different paths to our common goal. 
 

 It was an opportunity to recognize and appreci-
ate Chuck Neufeld's efforts and leadership toward cre-
ating unity among so many diverse churches with unique 
congregations and needs.  Our speaker, John Roth, spoke 
of his hometown which has 30 Anabaptist churches each 
claiming small differences.  He likened it to a game park 
of wild and exotic species and reminded us that 
"restoration of fellowship calls us to seek out the gifts 
that you embody as if my life depends on it." 
 

 It was an opportunity to pray for Chuck in his up-
coming retirement, for Kim as her work takes a new di-
rection, and for Michael Danner as he steps into the role 
of IMC Executive Minister. 
 

 It was an opportunity to hear how several 

churches are working together--not only Mennonite with 
Mennonite, but Mennonite with others. Hillary Watson 
from Lombard Mennonite described their active MYF and 
the congregational commitment to send them to youth 
convention. They are partnering with Reba Place Fellow-
ship, which does not have the same tradition regarding 
convention or the same resource base, to encourage 
attendance in Kansas City this year, including buying train 
tickets to travel together. Another youth-centered initia-
tive arose between the pastors of Cazenovia Mennonite 
Church in Lowpoint and Living Water Community Church 
in Chicago, to expand opportunities for urban youth to 
attend camp at Menno Haven. Cal Zehr from Willow 
Springs, told about the ecumenical Bureau County initia-
tive to contact every single person in the county and tell 
them about Jesus, and Phillip Kaufmann from Tiskilwa 
told about how the churches in town work together for a 
joint summer Bible school. Samuel Voth Schrag described 
the racial reconciliation efforts being coordinated by St. 
Louis Mennonite Fellowship and fellow Mennonite pastor 
Jesse Dunnigas of Bethesda Mennonite Church in north 
St. Louis.  
 

 I came away with hope for this conference of ac-
tive and involved churches struggling with our differences 
and yet working together toward common goals. 

Book Review:   Swords to Plowshares:  The Creation of John P. Klassen’s Mennonite 
Central Committee Medallion by Lisa Weaver and illustrated by Amanda Huston 

 The Russian Revolution of 1917 brought great 
suffering to the Mennonites living in the Ukraine in south-
ern Russia.  People were killed, crops were destroyed, 
and the horses used to plant crops were confiscated by 
armies.  The resulting famine and widespread diseases 
claimed many more lives.  This book tells the story of two 
survivors, a twelve-year-old boy named Isaak and an art 
teacher named John Klassen.  Mr. Klassen wanted to cre-
ate a medallion to express his people’s thanks to the 
Mennonite Central Committee, which had been formed in 
1920 to send food, clothing, tractors, and plows to the 
people living in the Ukraine.  The relief effort of MCC 
saved the lives of many Mennonite people and their 

neighbors.  The medallion that Mr. Klassen made was 
formed out of bullets collected after the revolution and 
taught Isaak the true meaning of the words in Isaiah, 
chapter 2, verse 4:   

They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not 
lift up swords against nation, neither shall they 
learn war anymore.   

All of the proceeds from the sale of this book support the 
mission and programs of The Lion and Lamb Peace Arts 
Center at Bluffton University.    
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Reflections on the IMC Annual Assembly – April 17-18, 2015 

Jan Sabey  
 It was a pleasure and an honor to attend the 2015 

Annual Assembly of Illinois Mennonite Conference a few 

weeks ago. I went to and from the gathering with Mary 

Krick and Pastor Janet, which meant that the whole week-

end started with great fellowship as we traveled together. 

The beautiful weather was the final touch for the lovely 

venue of Camp Menno Haven. Fortunately, even with a 

full schedule of teaching and worship, there were some 

pockets of free time to enjoy the beauty of the setting. I 

took the opportunity to walk the newly-outlined labyrinth 

near the lake during one of our long breaks. It was a quiet, 

refreshing pause in the midst of all the activity. 

 I was glad to see familiar faces from other congre-

gations. I have finally been a part of the larger Mennon-

ite/Anabaptist family long enough to remember and 

check in with people I have met before. And, of course, 

there were new people to meet, including the new Con-

ference-Executive-Minister-in-Waiting, Michael Danner, 

who will take conference leadership as Chuck Neufeld 

steps down to retire. The bittersweet moments of the As-

sembly were those that acknowledged and celebrated 

Chuck’s service and ministry. He will be missed greatly. 

 I enjoyed all of our gathering times from start to 

finish. The worship was amazing, with lots and lots of glo-

rious singing, most of it a capella. And we sang all of the 

verses of the praise songs and hymns. I also appreciated 

the reading of the 24 points of the Confession during our 

worship time as a reminder of some of the ways we come 

together in heart and spirit. 

 We had wonderful teaching from Mathew Peter-

son, Kim Litwiller, and John D. Roth, focusing on  I John 1: 

1-4. The theme of the assembly was “Confessing, Profess-

ing, Expressing”. The scripture was read prior to each 

teaching, reminding us again that these words of love 

were written that our joy would be complete. 

 In addition, one of our teaching times included a 

presentation from Ervin Stutzman. This provided some 

clarification (for me, at least) regarding the somewhat 

convoluted pathway of interpreting the Confession of 

Faith in a Mennonite Perspective (1995) and recommen-

dations and actions that have brought MC-USA  to the 

current point of once again taking some action regarding 

same-sex marriage and ordination of LGBTQ individuals. 

Clearly, there has been much conversation, debate, con-

sideration, hesitation, questioning, and prayerful listening 

about these issues for a number of years. I have a sense 

that there is an air of hopeful waiting for holy wisdom to 

come among us as we approach the biennial national con-

vention this summer. Surely this is a worthy prayer con-

cern for MC-USA congregations around the country. 

 I also had lunch with some regional representa-

tives from MDS (Mennonite Disaster Services) and 

learned about this impressive outreach. Particularly note-

worthy to me were two of the several points that were 

shared: (1) MDS goes into a disaster area, either upon 

invitation immediately after the event has occurred, or 

waits until the first-responders have gotten things orga-

nized and then enters the area for longer-term service; 

and (2) MDS sees its role as a continuing and longer-term 

help with clean-up, rehab, and construction. They most 

often serve in areas where people have been unable to 

afford insurance that would normally provide compensa-

tion and/or replacement of destroyed homes and proper-

ty. I know there have been teams from FMC who have 

gone for short-term service trips to MDS sites, sometimes 

years after the original disaster, such as Hurricane Katrina.  

 We also heard about a renewal retreat-type pro-

gram called “the Way of Christ” which is described as “a 

lay led, Believers’ Church, Cursillo movement of Brethren 

and Mennonite Christians.” Cursillos started with the 

Catholic Church but over several decades have been 

adapted by many other churches, including the Lutherans 
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and Methodists. I attended an ecumenical cursillo 

weekend many years ago and was encouraged to con-

tinue to grow spiritually and find new ways to live out 

my faith. I am delighted to find there is an Anabaptist 

“version” of this experience and look forward to learn-

ing more and finding out how it may benefit people in 

our own congregation. 

 These are some of the impressions and high-

lights of my time at the IMC Assembly this year. I am 

grateful for the opportunity to go on behalf of FMC and 

would encourage others to consider attending in future 

years. 

Illinois Mennonite Conference Annual Assembly 2015 
Pastor Janet 

 Mary Krick and Jan Sabey have each written 
thoughtful and illuminating reflections on the recent IMC 
conference assembly.  Take time to read these and also 
to engage Mary, Jan, Doug West, and myself in conversa-
tion.   
 Please pray for the leadership transition under-
way, as Chuck Neufeld retires as Conference Executive 
Minister and Michael Danner, lead pastor of Metamora 
Mennonite Church, becomes the new Conference Execu-
tive Minister effective August 1.  Pray, too, for Associate 
Conference Minister Kim Litwiller, as she prepares to lead 
the pastoral team at East Peoria Mennonite Church and 
as she and Michael Danner discern her possible ongoing 
part-time involvement with IMC. 
 Mindful of the diversity of convictions among the 
congregations of IMC and the larger body that is MC USA, 
Chuck Neufeld has offered this final challenge to us as 
IMC:   
 "I beg you to be trusting of each other's faith 
claims.  If you can muster even the faith of a mustard 

seed in each other's faith claims, you will be able to  
move mountains.  Mountains of mistrust, of suspicion, of 
judgment, etc.  Always be more interested in each oth-
er's destination than the particular path by which you 
may get there. . . . Receive each other just as Christ re-
ceived you--for the glory of God!  That's all that's re-
quired of you.  Really, that's all.  Leave the rest to God.  
Don't ever do God's work; only the work God has entrust-
ed to you.  Judgment is not a task to which you have been 
detailed."   
 Over the last three years, IMC conference activi-
ties have focused in turn on the first three of the Four 
Affirmations that constitute the sufficient basis for fellow-
ship within IMC:  1) Christ is Lord.  2) Scripture is authori-
tative.  3) The Confession of Faith is ours.   
 Next up will be 4) We seek the ongoing leading of 
the Holy Spirit.  May this prove a fruitful focus in a time of 
uncertainty.  May we as FMC continue to relate to our 
sisters and brothers in a non-anxious and reconciling spir-
it, recognizing that all of us seek to follow Jesus. 

Say “YES” to the Dress — Pastor Janet Style 
Hand-Written Descriptions: 
 

 Academic Tassel 

 Rose-Colored Glasses 

 Earrings, no mic 

 TTV Bracelet BOGO with Earrings 

 Ecclesiastical Feather Boa for Special 

Liturgical Seasons 

 Dancing Shoes 


