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Central District Conference 2015
Pastor Michael
The Central District Conference (CDC) Annual
Meeting was held June 11-13, hosted by Southside Fellowship on the campus of Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, IN. With a fast transition to
the national MCUSA Convention and then the Mennonite World Conference, a report was delayed until now.
FMC sent a grand delegation: Tammie Bouseman,
Chuck Gibson, Brian Sauder, Pastor Debra Sutter, and
myself, with several cameos from Ally and Andrea
Welty Peachey.
Worship was energetic. The weekend’s theme,
“Transformed through Text and Table,” provided opportunities for the Lord’s Supper at each of three worship services. Our guiding Scripture was from Luke 24,
the same Emmaus Road story that would guide the
national Convention in Kansas City several weeks later. During one retelling of this story, I heard a new (to
me, anyway) challenge in it. When Jesus’ traveling
companions arrive at their home, Jesus intends to go
on without them. They have to urge him to dinner
while he’s still a stranger (see verses 28-29), and only
later do they recognize him as their dear friend Jesus.
When has Jesus gone on without me and I missed my
cue!?
Business was optimistic. The annual budget
report was cause for praise and thanksgiving, a contrast to the challenging state of Conference finances
when I last attended the CDC Meeting several years
ago. The delegates considered and unanimously
passed one resolution, “A call to greater faithfulness in

our witness for peace,” which invites CDC churches to
consider concrete actions “to witness to God’s reign
and God’s will for peace” during the next tax season.
Several possibilities for action are suggested in the resolution.

The Ministerial Committee of CDC was reaffirmed in its decision to formally license Mark Rupp,
Associate Pastor at Columbus Mennonite Church
(Ohio). Mark is in a romantic relationship with another
man. As a gesture of forbearance, CDC chose to delay
his licensing until after Kansas City. He was licensed
toward ordination on July 26, 2015 (by the way, you
can read or hear the sermon Mark delivered at his licensing service; visit columbusmennonite.org).
Fellowship and learning experiences were inspiring. Several of us participated in a workshop led by
John Bell, famed and quirky songwriter of the Iona
Community (Scotland). Others heard Director of the
AMBS Church Leadership Center Dr. Jewel Gingerich
Longenecker present her research on how churches
engage with Scripture in their contexts.
The CDC network of MCUSA congregations is
vibrant and challenging. I was moved by the moment,
in each worship service, when the worship leader
paused to address all the children in the room. They
were sent to the children’s programming with a blessing, usually including something like “Yours is the
kingdom of God” (see Luke 18:16).
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In his State of the Conference address, outgoing
CDC Board Chair Ron Guengerich described a geographically rich conference discovering together “what
it means to think like Jesus, look like Jesus, and act like
Jesus in the 21st Century.” He cited Palmer Becker’s
three distinctive Anabaptist traits as markers of CDC
action and congregations: (1) Jesus is the center of our
faith, (2) Community is the center of our lives, (3) Reconciliation is the center of our work. At the Assembly’s
conclusion, Ron passed the Board Chair torch (in CDC
it’s actually an historic gavel) to Lisa Weaver of Madison Mennonite Church.

The weekend was an important and joyful celebration of the work of God in Central District Conference congregations. By way of conclusion, consider the
delightfully unsettling words of the weekend’s theme
song, John Bell’s “Firstborn of Mary” (Sing the Story
#37):
Firstborn of Mary, provocative preacher,
itinerant teacher, outsider’s choice;
Jesus inspires and disarms and confuses

whoever he chooses to hear his voice.

Days of Prayer and Action for Peace in Colombia
In May, FMC participated in Days of Prayer and
Action for Peace in Colombia. This was organized by
the Latin American Working Group (LAWG). LAWG
was founded in 1983 and is currently comprised of
over 60 major religious, humanitarian, grassroots, and
policy organizations including Mennonite Central Committee. LAWG was a major player in opposing the U.S.
role in Central American wars during the 1980s and in
supporting the negotiated peace settlements that took
hold in the region by the 1990s. Since then, LAWG
gained U.S. support to implement Central American
peace accords and to declassify thousands of documents that shed light on human rights abuses in Latin
America and U.S. policies. They helped secure several
billion dollars in U.S. disaster relief in the wake of
earthquakes and hurricanes that devastated Central
America and Haiti. They helped change the balance of
U.S. aid to Colombia, decreasing military aid and increasing aid for development and victims of violence,
and helped ensure U.S. government attention to abuses
in Mexico and Colombia. The LAWG's unique role is as
coordinator and catalyst.

You can find out about their current campaigns
at http://lawg.org/our-campaigns including an effort
to stand by Colombia's victims of violence. They have
a Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
ColombiaLandRights) highlighting the issues surrounding land rights in Colombia that impact heavily the Afro
-Colombians and indigenous people. You can sign up
for their action alerts and newsletter at http://
org.salsalabs.com/o/625/p/salsa/web/common/
public/signup?signup_page_KEY=3941. Working together we have made and can continue to make a difference in Colombia, whose people have suffered greatly with decades of civil war.
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FMC Softball
Last night, in the regrettable absence of indubitable sports reporter, John Otto, general manager Dan
Schreiber asked me if I might not write an article for
the Vine on FMC’s co-rec softball team. So, I will try.
For the record, the team is 3-3 for the season and we
had just witnessed a nail-biting victory 5-4, the winning run scored by runner Mary Biddle with a dazzling
display of speed around the bases. The Bloody Martyrs
showed defensive strength with consistent fielding and
Emily King led the contributing hitters with three hits,
the final a double down the left field line that drove in
two runs. And, being female she could have elected to
walk instead of batting, a privilege offered to delicate
females following the walk of a male preceding her.
She declined.
OK, the game aside, back to the subject of this
article: the fans. Why do FMC fans come out to support the team? I have asked several of the faithful.
A couple of them mentioned the team: “ability
and willingness to be on the team”, “impressed by the
finesse, power, and speed of our FMC softball athletes”,
“good natured interactions with each other regardless
of ‘talent level’ Not that they are not all talented - because they are - just ask them”, “enjoyment of ‘quality
sports events’ ”, “and you never know what kind of
crazy good or crazy bad plays will happen.”
Some folks want to support the team in various
ways: Tammie needs to remind Michael to wear shoes,
Matt bring treats “As a member of the Treat Committee, I take very seriously my charge to make sure that

the team ends each game with a wholesome and delicious snack. Knowing that a treat is waiting for them
inspires the Martyrs to play their best—and helps to
sweeten the outcome in the unlikely event of a loss!”
One fan was given two choices: play or bring treats.
Electing the latter, she presents herself, but we cannot
assume that it is willingly.
Another fan appreciates the commentary, “I
like watching the Bloody Martyrs play, but the real reason I go to the games is to listen to the commentary
provided by Tammie Bouseman and Sue Biddle.
Whether they're celebrating a home run or ever-sogently critiquing the uniforms of the opposing team,
they always succeed in elevating softball from mere
sport to true entertainment. Take it from me: the commentary alone is worth the price of admission!” Sue
Biddle comes to watch Mary run faster than Perry.
Several parents are still watching their children, loyally
sitting in the stands since t-ball. Eliza comes to cheer:
“Go Daddy”, the crowd following her lead with “Go
Daddy” or sometimes she follows our lead with “Go
Michael.” Andrea takes this opportunity to make a plea
for cheer-leaders to provide even more support, encouragement, and embarrassment to the players. A
few come to do the wave, a few come to play with Perry’s dog, and a few live nearby and like to stop for ice
cream at the snack bar.
There are many reasons why people respond
so well to the Bloody Martyrs. Come and see…

The Vine

Page 4

Ask Ms. Menno
Dear Ms. Menno:

Dear Ms. Menno:

I see that Pastor Janet chastised you over thinking that
the FMC was only 45 and not 50-years old. And she is
right to have done so! Exclamation mark. The idea of the
50-year Jubilee comes from the BIBLE. Leviticus 25:11.
What didn’t you understand about this? However, I am
wondering whether the whole of Leviticus is to be taken
quite so literally. Among all the advice about what to do
about discharges from the body there is this:

I am also a little worried that the instructions in the Bible
are a little vague when it comes to dealing with lepers
and may not be entirely helpful to we’all here at FMC. I
quote:

Do not profane your daughter by making her a
harlot, lest the land fall into harlotry and the land
become full of wickedness.
The implication here appears to be that the only reason
for not making your daughter a harlot is that it might
have wider social consequences. Can this be right?
What do ya’all think?
Southern Mennonite.
Dear Southern Mennonite:
Nice try at disguising yourself, but I am afraid you
are way, way too far south to pull off the “ya’all”
shtick. Also, you should know by now that in the
United States we use this symbol -“!” to represent
the word “exclamation.” You are giving yourself
away by using the argot of the British Empire in
your writing. We are quite proud of our revolution.
In any event, if you are going to try to find obscure
Bible verses to justify your wicked ways, you will
find support for all kinds of sins. I suggest you
spend less time reading the Bible and study something more edifying – like The Martyr’s Mirror, for
example, or The Complete Writings of Menno Simon.
Look up what the founder of our denomination
called his enemies, and then consider seriously
whether it might not be appropriate for Ms. Menno
to use some of those epithets on you. If you keep
asking these asinine questions, Ms. Menno might
even have to heap some Martin Luther vulgarities
on your head, inappropriate as it would be for a
Mennonite church periodical to quote a Lutheran.

And for the cleansing of the house he shall take
two small birds, with cedar wood and scarlet
stuff and hyssop and shall kill one of the birds in
an earthen vessel over running water, and shall
take the cedar wood and the hyssop and the
scarlet stuff along with the living bird, and dip
them in the blood of the bird that was killed and
in the running water, and sprinkle the house seven times. Leviticus 14: 49-50.
Now I have no trouble with the birds, the running water,
the blood, the cedar wood or even the hyssop. But what
are we to make of “scarlet stuff?” I am sure this is a medical term or would have been even back then. Should a
leper ever turn up at our door uninvited, what are we’all
to do. Any thoughts?
Southern Mennonite
Dear Southern Mennonite:
“We’all?” Are you kidding me? Don’t they have
any movies in Australia? Didn’t you ever watch
“The Dukes of Hazard?” You are going to fool no
one into thinking you’re from the old Confederacy
by using words like “we’all.” The proper word, for
future reference, is “us’uns.”

Dear Ms. Menno:
You recently rejected my suggestion that Perry Biddle be
asked to knock up some fake religious relics to raise
funds. Since our bank balance is always an issue, I now
have another idea, one that is bound to impress even
you. The main attraction of The Holy Land Experience, a
religious theme park in Florida, is a re-enactment of the
Crucifixion. It takes place everyday, rain or shine, at 4 in
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the afternoon. Apparently it’s quite a crowd pleaser. To
ensure it’s the crucifixion as family friendly fun, and
thereby maximizing monetization, they do not use nails
or blood, just leather ties. My question is: So why not
here? Perry is too old for the part of course, though perhaps he could stand in for one of the criminals. Janet and
Debra are the wrong gender, but Michael is just right. He
even has a beard. People would line up from all walks of
life to see this.
PS. I am not suggesting we do this everyday; we need to
keep some perspective.
Happy-to-help Mennonite

Donated to the FMC Library:
The Story of Stuff by Annie Leonard
--donated by Abby Birkey
Struggles for Shalom edited by Laura Brenneman
--donated by Laura Brenneman
4 nursery books, 10 children's books (Usborne series)
--donated by Sheryl Nisely-Nagel
And When They Shall Ask, a document-drama of the
Russian Mennonite Experience (DVD)
--donated by John Zehr
Building Materials for Life
--donated by the bikers from the Fuller Center ride

Dear Happy To Help:
Are you telling me that we’re not already doing that?
We need to review Michael’s job description. If it’s
in his job description, but Church Council has just
been lax in overseeing his work, we need to adjust
his salary to more accurately reflect what his is actually doing. If it’s not in his job description, we might
be able to get him to agree to a change if we adjust
his salary upwards. I’m thinking a percentage of the
door might be appropriate. Ten percent would certainly be too much, since that’s all God gets and look
at all the problems we pile on him. Maybe one or
two percent, but that could be negotiated by the Pastoral Relations Committee.
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Kajsa Herrstrom, Janet Liechty and I are serving on a committee with women from the First Mennonite
Church of Normal to plan the Women’s Retreat at Camp Friedenswald in September. Here is the info
that we have provided to the camp for the website. Several other women from FMC will be leading at
the workshop - think yoga, singing, and accompaniment. If you would like to be added to the FMC email list for the conference let me know. If you would like testimonials about how great past Women’s
Retreats have been, talk to me or long-time attendees Rebecca Bare and Janet Liechty.

Camp Friedenswald Women’s Retreat
September 25 - 27, 2015
15406 Watercress Way, Cassopolis, Michigan
Bring your sisters, bring your friends…
Come on your own for the peace of the woods…

Come - with your brokenness, your strength, your laughter. Open to the Spirit - come.
Expect worship, fellowship, free time, workshops, recreation, time on the water and in the woods.

The retreat will begin Friday evening and close Sunday after lunch.
The Women’s Retreat is being planned by Illinois women from First Mennonite Church of
Champaign-Urbana and the Mennonite Church of Normal

Guest Speaker - Laura Brenneman
Laura is a visiting religion professor at the University of Illinois, AMBS, and EMS,
and formerly taught at Bluffton University. Laura is the New Testament editor of the
Studies in Peace and Scripture series with the Institute of Mennonite Studies, a restorative justice practitioner, and chaplain in her local community. She enjoys
biking, reading, traveling, and unwinding with friends.
Questions? Contact Marcia E. Nelson, coordinator, at sunboat@soltec.net or 217-359-0034
If you are interested in joining a choir to sing “I Come from Women”, contact me for info & music.
Cost is $150, which covers lodging for two nights and all meals at the camp.
Women 25 & under may attend free of charge.
Register at www.friedenswald.org
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Second Tuesday Taize services
You may notice Taize services listed in the bulletin every month and wonder about what we do. The name Taize
and the music we sing come from an ecumenical monastic community in Taize, France, which draws pilgrims, especially young adults, from around the world for worship, study and prayer for the world. In our services, Scripture is read, and there are times of silence as well as corporate and private prayer. The music is simple and repetitive, allowing space for meditation and reflection. Come join us on Tuesday, August 11 at 6:30 and invite your
friends! Services generally last 30 to 40 minutes.

Announcement
With the 2013 budget surplus the Hospitality and Fellowship Committee was given funds to purchas some supplies for the kitchen. This was done last summer and I have been tardy in reporting. At that time we added a hand
mixer, blender, food processor, measuring cups, wooden spoons, a cutting board, mixing bowls, colander, bread
pan, step-stool, and clock. We have since purchased some forks. The kitchen was rearranged and organized some
months ago. Labels are also now done. If you have suggestions for future purchases, please let someone on the
Hospitality Committee know. (Marcia, Paul, Cynthia, Rick, Allyson, Carrie or Pastor Janet)
-Marcia E. Nelson

We hosted 35 wonderful bikers who are building affordable houses as they
bike across the country this summer. What a privilege to serve them food,
provide lodging, and to hear their stories.
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Chuck Neufeld retired at the end of July as Conference
Minister for Illinois Mennonite Conference. The IMC
congregations and staff presented Chuck and wife Bonnie with a commemorative quilt, representing all of the
conference churches. Here is the quilt, with Chuck and
Bonnie holding up the front corners and new conference
minister Michael Danner and continuing IMC administrative assistant Holly Mason in the back.

The FMC quilt block was sewn by Kathy Martin (thank you,
Kathy!). It picks up the motif from our 50th anniversary logo.

This bronze plaque shows our 50th anniversary logo, as
designed by Missy Larson. Clark Breeze arranged for this
beautiful reminder of our Jubilee celebration to hang in
the church foyer.

Chuck and Bonnie serenading IMC pastors and the Church Life
Team at their farewell celebration. They will be missed in our
Illinois churches!

