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 Lynne Sanchekn 

 Emerson Nafziger once asked me if I considered 
myself the church janitor or the custodian.  My whole view 
of the job hinges on what I answered him. I picked custo-
dian, as I see myself as a caretaker, rather than just a 
cleaner. This also moves the job to a service. During the time 
I have been caretaker for you, I have tried to clean the build-
ing as if it were my home—well cleaner than that! I have 
worried over your lost items and tried to make the physical 
condition of the church something you didn’t need to worry 
about. 
 I started in the old building in 1985. The job was a 
solo effort and took about 3 ½ hours a week. When we 
moved into 902 W. Springfield, the hours jumped to 12 per 
week, as we were sharing the building with another congre-
gation. I quickly realized that it would help if my family be-
gan to clean with me. Over the years I have been assisted by 
Isaac, but mostly Caleb, Reuben, and Grace. More recently 
Greg has joined the cleaning crew. I could not have done the 
work year in and year out without all of the help from my 
family. At the end, we could typically clean in 7 hours. 
 I would like to share with you a small handful of 
memories that stick out from the others. My most humorous 
moment—In 1987, I laid down the mop for 2 years, during 
which time Cynthia and Emerson cleaned. When I gave the 
church notice, it was because I was due to deliver Reuben 
shortly. Dave Rempe, congregational chair at the time, called 
a special meeting, stating that Lynne needs to be relieved of 
her job because she “can’t see her feet.” Following that meet-
ing, Ivan Birkey approached me with the following com-
ment, “I think I have your problem solved. I have a pair of 
size 15 shoes I can loan you so that you can see your feet 
again.” Cleaners were located promptly and my last day of 
work was the following Saturday, July 18, 1987. The reason  

I remember the date is because Reuben was born on the 
following afternoon of July 19, 1987. 
 Two years later, I resumed the custodial job, which  
I have held since. Perry Biddle took over for my 2 month 
maternity leave when Grace was born.  Here are a few more 
moments:  most harrowing—the night we came to clean and 
discovered an intruder asleep on a pew. He was more afraid 
of us than we were of him. I ended up driving him to the 
TIMES center. Caleb accompanied me. This individual could 
have overpowered the both of us, had he the inclination. On 
the way back to the church from dropping him off Caleb 
said, “Don’t worry Mom, I wasn’t buckled in. If he had tried 
to grab the wheel I could have jumped at him with my cat-
like reflexes.” This from an 8th grader who weighed about 
115 pounds. 
 Most honored moment—the funeral home came to 
the back door as we were cleaning for Joe Massanari’s fu-
neral. My kids and I were privileged to help carry Joe into 
the church for the final time. 
 Most proud time—Greg and I flew for the weekend 
to Joni’s graduation from Princeton in May of 2004. Caleb 
had just come home from college for the year and he agreed 
to stay home to be in charge of Reuben and Grace, 9th and 6th 
graders, respectively. When we flew in on Sunday early   
evening, the kids met us at Willard. I expected that we 
would leave immediately to clean the church. The kids     
announced that they had spent all afternoon cleaning and 
that the job was done. That was the best time I never 
cleaned. 
 So, thanks for all the memories and, the next time 
cake is served, I’m glad it’s not our responsibility to clean 
up!  

New in the Library 
 

We are grateful for new donations to our 
library!  Thank you to all who have been 
so generous. 
- The Library Committee 
 
Children's library: 
Everybody Can Help Somebody 
Giving Thanks 
The Kids Book of World Religions 
     --donated by Bharat Philiph 
 

A Walk through the Forest  
     -- donated by Merianne O'Grady 

Frederick 
     --donated by Tammie Bouseman 
 

A Gift for Abuelita 
The Story of Ruth 
     --donated by Pastor Janet 
 

Adult library: 
Mothering Mennonite 
     --donated by Cindy Breeze 
 

Who's Who in the Bible 
 -- donated by Rosalee Otto 
 

Welcome to Iran 
     --donated by Danny Otto 

Stained Glass 
The Harper Atlas of the Bible 
     --donated by Sue Biddle 
 

The End-of-Your-Life Book Club 
     --donated by Bev Hertle 
 

Stitches: A Handbook on Meaning, Hope, 
and Despair 
     --donated by Rosalee Otto 
 

 So Falls A Sparrow 
    -- donated by Sue Biddle  

From the Pastor’s Desk  
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 S-l-o-w church is a concept I introduced in my 
February 9 sermon, when we celebrated fifty years of 
Sunday morning worship as First Mennonite Church.   It’s 
a concept I hope we will embrace as we transition be-
yond our Jubilee year.   

 Slowing down has many benefits, just as slow 
cooking has many advantages over fast food. Indeed, s-l-
o-w church reflects and reinforces a walking-with-God, 
Spirit-led life. 

 Our FMC Core Scriptures and our Jubilee verse 
from Luke 1 present noteworthy images of God’s people 
walking with God.  In Luke 1:79, we hear that the dawn 
will break from on high, giving light and direction for our 
path, guiding our feet into the way of peace.  The 
prophet Micah says that we are to walk humbly with our 
God.  As the JYF reminded us recently from the Sermon 
on the Mount, Jesus instructs us to navigate the narrow 
gate.  

 These ways of walking suggest a calm, unhurried, 
deliberate, careful pace.   

 Most of us walk at a pace of 2 - 4 mph, depend-
ing on whether we are simply moseying or destination 
focused.  Experiencing the world on foot is fundamen-
tally different from a 70 mph drive-by.  We can pay at-
tention, notice what’s growing underfoot, look others in 
the eye, breathe deeply. 

 Unfortunately, much of our day-to-day is hurry-
ing, monitoring cell phone alerts for text messages and 
upcoming appointments, grabbing lunch on the run, and 
burning the proverbial candle at both ends.  Rushing and 

stress and busyness hold within them the seed of some-
thing violent.   

 A great blessing in 2012 was the sabbatical pace 
and pilgrimage walks I enjoyed in the British Isles, which 
you mirrored here in C-U with several community walks.  
The sabbatical fruits lingered as we launched our Jubilee 
celebration in February 2013.  Although we dropped 
some of our usual routines for the celebration, major 
investments of time and energy went into the Habitat 
house project and Reunion Weekend activities.  

 Now our Jubilee year has ended.  For us to pay 
close attention to God's leading as we live into our new 
FMC vision statement will require us to recalibrate our 
pace and activity level.  This is where s-l-o-w church 
comes in. 

 A pastor by the name of Kyle Childress has been 
blogging for several years, advocating for “Slow Church.”  
The term may well be his brainchild.  Corny as it may 
seem, I favor going a step further and adding a visual 
clue, hence:  s-l-o-w church.  Childress offers these reflec-
tions: 

 “God teaches and walks slowly because God is 
 love and the speed of love is slow; it is attentive; 
 it notices. . . .God walks three-miles-an-hour be
 cause that’s the speed of our walking and God 
 walks beside us in love. The prophet Micah says 
 that God only requires us to do justice, love kind
 ness, and walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8). I 
 wonder if Micah means that God walks humbly 
 and slowly and if we want to know God then we 
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 have to walk with the same slowness and humil-
 ity?. . . Good meals take time. So do good 
 churches. . . .Or to use another metaphor, one 
 used in environmental and agrarian conversa-
 tions, a ‘sustainable church.’ I’m not sure what a 
 slow church or a sustainable church might look 
 like but I’m pretty sure it is a church small 
 enough that the members notice one another 
 and pay loving attention toward others. . . .  
 Maybe it means that we . . . trust more in what 
 God is doing through one another right here, 
 and that becoming Christian takes time and the 
 practice of skills like prayer and forgiveness and 
 service.” 

 So here are some phrases for us to hold in the 
months ahead:  SLOW CHURCH - GREEN CHURCH - 
PRAYING CHURCH - SINGING CHURCH - LISTENING 
CHURCH - EATING TOGETHER CHURCH - LAUGHING & 
PLAYING TOGETHER CHURCH – TAKING TIME CHURCH 

 Pastor Michael will be on sabbatical this sum-
mer.  While Michael anticipates sabbatical rest and re-
newal, let’s all slow down, wrap up pending projects, 
and wait to start new ones.  Let’s walk softly and slowly 
on the earth and delight in all God has made.  Let’s take 
more time for each other and more time to rest in God’s 
love.   

 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Janet  

"Thanks to the generosity of FMCers, the February 23 children's fundraiser brought in $608 for the 

food pantry, plus bags full of in-kind donations. The food pantry cupboard is overflowing! Thank you!!!" 

Ask Ms. Menno 
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Dear Ms. Menno 

For anyone paying attention, these are obviously the fi-
nal days.  Global warming has already gone too far and 
there’s no turning back before we all drown from rising 
sea levels, are blown away by weird weather, or melt 
from the heat.  Is it wrong for me to shrug my shoulders, 
ignore the news and start collecting Beanie Babies? 

Glad I’m Saved 

 

Dear Glad I’m Saved 

What took you so long?  Shrugging your shoulders, ig-
noring the news and collecting Beanie Babies is a very 
rational response to the coming final days.  We all know 
that the Beanie Babies won’t save you from the coming 
apocalypse, but you’re already saved, so all you need is 
something to entertain you while the world burns.   

 

By the way, I have a 2002, mint 
condition, white America the 
Bear Beanie Baby in its original 
box that I can let you have as a 
favor for $50.   

 

 

 

 

Dear Ms. Menno 

I am a member of the sandwich generation.  For my sins, 
I guess.  My adult children won’t leave home, still spong-
ing off my health insurance.  My aged parents have in-
formed me they are moving in next week as well.  I see 
the young people couch surfing their way around the 
world, staying for free with welcoming strangers who 
practice Biblical hospitality.  I want to know, would it be 
better to go to New Zealand first, en route to Kyoto, Ja-
pan or the other way around?  And how can I keep my 
location a secret? 

Belated Wanderlust 

 

Dear Belated Wanderl**t 

This is a church periodical and Mennonites don’t use the 
word “l**t” in polite company.  This is not a site in which 
to get travel information.  Try Kayak.com.  Off the top of 
my head, however, I think it would be better to go to 
New Zealand first and then wind up in Kyoto, Japan, be-
cause the United States has not ratified the Kyoto Proto-
col.  That would keep you from being extradited to face 
your family in the event that you were located. 

 

 

Dear Ms. Menno 

I went to my first rock concert, Arcade Fire (and they 
were fantastic), over the summer.  Ever since, I can’t sit 
in church without comparing it to the exhilaration of the 
concert.  The praise songs, the instruments, sometimes 
the waving of hands and clapping, the semi-theatricality.  
It doesn’t even compare.  Will I ever be able to enjoy 
church again? 

Soured on Sundays 

 

Dear Soured on Sundays 

I don’t know what you expect, going to a rock concert by 
a bunch of Canadians.  Did they have trained moose rid-
ing bicycles to help entertain the crowd?  If you want 
semi-theatricality, try going to one of the dinner theaters 
around the area.  Try the Starlight Theater at the Chancel-
lor Hotel or Conklin’s Barn in Goodfield.  If it’s praise 
songs, instruments and sometimes the waving of hands 
and clapping you want, then you’re in the right church.  
We Mennonites just use some Biblical decorum in our 
waving of hands and clapping.  We don’t raise our hands 
above shoulder level and we don’t clap on the off-beat.  If 
you come to church in the right spirit, I’m sure you can 
enjoy it again.  But, please, don’t go to any more rock con-
certs. 
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What is Sacred Harp Singing, Anyhow? 
Tom Anderson 

 The earliest roots of Sacred Harp are in early 
18th century England. This form of rural church music 
evolved from a number of distinctive traits that were 
passed on from tradition to tradition, until they ulti-
mately became part of Sacred Harp (shaped notes) sing-
ing. These traits include the assignment of the melody to 
the tenors, harmonic structure emphasizing fourths and 
fifth, and the distinction between the ordinary four-part 
hymn ("plain tune"), the anthem, and the fuging tune.   

 When Sacred Harp music migrated to the Ameri-
can colonies, many of the rural parishioners could not 
sing any four-part tunes, so singing schools were 
formed.  The purpose of these schools was to train 
young people in the correct singing of sacred music. This 
pedagogical movement flourished and led ultimately to 
the invention of shape notes, which originated as a way 
of easily teaching people to read music and sing. Thus, fa
-so-la-mi, as names for the different shapes of notes on a 
music staff (e.g. squares, circles, triangles) was origi-
nated.  These singing schools would travel from commu-
nity to community in the New England region and stay 
for about two weeks.  During this time many hymn tunes 
would be taught in anticipation of better 
'congregational' singing.   

 First Mennonite Church hosts a Sacred Harp 
singing school.  It meets every third Sunday afternoon in 
the followship hall.  This group follows the traditions of 
the 18th century singers in that we use the same 
'curriculum', hymn book, and physically arrange our-
selves in the same pattern, e.g., tenors face altos, and 
basses face trebles to form a hollow square in the middle 
of the room.  The tenor part is usually the melody of the 
tune which can be sung by either men or women.  By 
facing each other as we sing, it is easier to hear the other 
parts and "feel" how the part one is singing fits in with 
the whole. 

 No musical instruments are used with shaped 
note singing, but rather one of the skilled singers 'tunes' 
the group for each hymn and everyone sings a Cap-
pella .  Each hymn is sung once and then we proceed to 
another one.  Perfection is not a goal, so going over and 
over a piece until it's 'right' is not a part of the activ-
ity.  Thus, in the span of a 2-hour singing session, we may 

sing 40 hymns. 

 Sacred Harp singing is thought of as a participa-
tory form of singing in that the singers are the only an-
ticipated audience.  Sacred Harp singers sing because we 
enjoy it, it’s therapeutic, and you are not going to get 
fussed at if you make a mistake.  The biggest mistake 
that a singer can make is not singing loud enough!  All 
joyful sounds are welcomed.  Loaner books are available 
at the sing and singing skills of all varieties are wel-
comed.  There are often 12 - 20 singers at each session.   

 

Contact Tom Anderson at thandthand@gmail.com for 
additional information. 

 

The local singing schedule looks like this for the spring: 

1.  March 15: 3 - 5 pm Marchfest Urbana IL  

 Shaped Note Sing in March will NOT be on the 
 3rd Sunday at the Mennonite Church, but in-
 stead will be part of the Marchfest weekend at 
 the Phillips Center on SATURDAY.  

2.  April - No sing on Easter Sunday 

3.  May 18: 3:00 - 6:00 Urbana Singing Urbana IL 

4.  June 15: 3:00 - 6:00 Urbana Singing Urbana IL 

....No Sacred Harp Singing during summer months.  It will 
commence again in the fall... 
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Just Peace 
Submitted by Sam Cox 

 The First Mennonite Church Vision Statement, pro-

duced over the past year and presented to the congrega-

tion at the annual business meeting in January, offers an 

exciting direction for our congregation as we step out of 

our first fifty years and enter our next decade of faithful-

ness.  The vision statement named core aspects of our iden-

tity and areas of practice where we understand God to be 

leading us to direct our energies in the coming years. Part 

of our duty, then, is to work together to live into this state-

ment with each other, with our community and with our 

world. The recently concluded Sunday School class entitled 

“Just Peace” may provide some guidance as when consider-

ing the third aspect of the vision statement, which reads: 

 As First Mennonite Church of Champaign-Urbana, 

we desire to engage a witness of peacemaking and recon-

ciliation and focus energies toward creation care, interfaith 

relations, and service to others. 

 The Sunday School class considered the 2009 docu-

ment, Ecumenical Call to Just Peace, issued by the World 

Council of Churches, as a fresh understanding of what it 

means to be a church of just peace.  Four key areas of en-

gagement are involved in Just Peace, which can be compre-

hended as:  

a collective and dynamic yet grounded process of freeing 

human beings from fear and want, of overcoming enmity, 

discrimination and oppression, and of establishing condi-

tions for just relationships that privilege the experience of 

the most vulnerable and respect the integrity of creation. 

 In each of the four areas, the Sunday School class 

brainstormed about leading challenges in Champaign-

Urbana, and how we as FMC might grow in faithfulness, 

which are summarized here. 

 1.   Peace in the community. 

 Challenges in C-U might include protecting the well-

being of women and children, violence and gun culture, a 

racial divide involving even the justice system, political  

conflict and verbal violence, and cultivating respectful    

disagreement. Challenges and opportunities within FMC 

that were noted included a decision on gun signage at our 

property, confronting violence embedded in relationships, 

and establishing and maintaining collaborative working        

relationships with other faith and community groups. 

2.   Peace with the Earth 

 In the broader C-U community public policy advo-

cacy, education around the biblical witness for creation 

care, and ride sharing were all noted as current challenges.   

Our own challenges at FMC include building on the good 

start of the garden collaboration with the Mosque, devel-

oping greater awareness of and responses to 

“anthropocene” (human centered) living, and performing 

energy audits at our church and homes. 

3.   Peace in the marketplace 

 Leading challenges in our community include fur-

ther developing co-ops and fair trade opportunities and 

supporting a fair wage. Our own challenges at FMC might 

center on a shared understanding of terms and values such 

as “rich” and “economy,” more discussion and preaching 

about money and true riches, drawing on Everence and 

MEDA expertise for investment screening and decisions, 

and awareness of the Corinthian Plan. 

4.   Peace among peoples 

 The development of a fear inventory survey or an 

anti-fear campaign was discussed as an opportunity to   

promote peace among peoples in C-U. For our own congre-

gation, furthering our relationship with the Mosque;       

accessing indigenous peoples as a resource; children’s    

stories and educational programming; and putting pride 

and fear in their places were all noted as opportunities for 

faithful growth in promoting peace among peoples in our 

community. 

 What other opportunities and challenges do you 

see our congregation as we live into a calling as peacemak-

ers? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fuging_tune
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shape_note
http://gmail.com
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Have You Met – Laura Good and Vince Sorrells? 
John Otto 

Each month we will profile different attenders of First 
Mennonite Church.  This month, meet Laura Good and 
Vince Sorrells. 

 Laura Good and Vince 
Sorrells make an unlikely couple.  
She stands a little better than 
half as tall (well, okay, quite a bit 
better) as Vince, who starred at 
Hesston College as a 6'8" center 
on its basketball team.  Laura 
grew up in the country, north of 
Fisher.  Vince is from a suburb of 
Austin, TX. 

 The couple met at Hess-
ton College.  How they met is a little murky.  Laura says 
they noticed each other in a class.  Vince says she no-
ticed him, but he didn’t notice her. He says he noticed 
Laura after she started hanging out with his roommate 
(I’m sure she had no ulterior motives). They agree that 
Vince asked Laura to be his girlfriend after she took him 
home to Fisher for Thanksgiving.  They have been mar-
ried since last July. 

 After graduating from Fisher High School, Laura 
did a one-year term of service, which included working in 
Israel for six months, as part of the REACH program 
sponsored by Rosedale Mennonite Missions.  She then 
worked as an administrative assistant/data analyst/ cli-
ent liaison with Project PLASE (People Lacking Ample 
Shelter and Employment) in Baltimore.  At Hesston, 
Laura’s major was in Bible and Ministry.  Between her 
first and second year, she spent the summer as an intern 
at North Suburban Mennonite Church in Chicago as part 
of Hesston’s “Ministry Inquiry” program.  There, she got 
to be friends with Dale and Kay Kempf and Jeff and Patty 
Yordy, FMC alumni,  who told her about our church.   
After getting married and moving to Champaign, Laura 
and Vince decided to check out the church they had 
heard so much about. 

 Vince was not familiar with Mennonites before 
attending Hesston College.  The coach of his AAU basket-
ball team knew the athletic director at Hesston who 
helped recruit Vince to play there.  The Hesston team 
had a winning record both seasons Vince played there.  

He was named Most Valuable Player of the American 
Family Insurance/Greg Raleigh Agency Classic Tourna-
ment after scoring 23 points and getting 12 rebounds in 
one of the games. 

 Laura is currently attending Milliken University 
as an elementary education major.  She has two semes-
ters left before student teaching.  She also works as a 
Title I Intervention Aide in Rantoul for 35 hours a week.  
In their spare time, both she and Vince work at LA Gour-
met Catering. 

 Vince is manager of the Starbucks coffee shop on 
North Prospect Avenue in Champaign.  He also coaches 
sixth grade boys basketball in Rantoul. 

 Vince and Laura have been attending the young 
adult Sunday school class at FMC.  Laura said she is 
amazed at how many young adults there are.  They both 
enjoy the friendliness of FMC attendees. 

 Vince’s hobbies are sleeping, watching movies, 
listening to music (but not country music) and learning 
new things.  Laura enjoys reading (particularly historical 
fiction,) eating, watching the food network and running.  
She is training for the Illinois Marathon and plans to run 
the half-marathon.  Laura has already volunteered to 
help with the FMC sum-
mer bible school. 

 And, now, for the 
most important question: 
Is Laura related to Evelyn 
Good?  She is.  Her grand-
father is a cousin of     
Evelyn. 
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Green Team Solar Panel Proposal  
Submitted by:  Holly Nelson 

 If you had the chance to attend Menno Nite this year, 

then you got to see a silly skit where the Green Team did some 

visioning for the future of FMC and came up with some really 

wacky ideas. Don’t worry though – we haven’t yet fully infil-

trated the Church Council, so it will be a long time before most 

of those ideas come to pass. But in all seriousness, one of the 

topics that came up during the visioning process was to “focus 

energies toward creation care.” Many people who attend FMC 

care deeply about our environmental stewardship, whether or 

not they have the time to come to Green Team.  

 As Brian mentioned in his September Vine article 

about the Green Team, FMC has a long history of creation 

care. Highlights include replacing disposable dishes and mugs 

with washable dishes, purchasing Fair Trade coffee, installing a 

rain barrel, starting the Peace Garden in our vacant lot, and 

using green cleaning products. With a group of folks energized 

to focus specifically on our environmental impact and the sup-

port of the broader congregation, are we ready to take things 

to the next level? 

 Green Team has been investigating the possibility of 

installing a 10 kW solar panel system on the flat roof above 

our offices. We believe that solar panels would be a great way 

for the church to show that it is committed to addressing the 

seriousness of global climate change in a substantial way.  

 We started by getting a couple of quotes. Next, the 

Smart Energy Design Assistance Center (Holly Nelson’s em-

ployer) provided a free analysis of the quotes and some tech-

nical considerations for the project.  

 In October, we submitted a grant proposal to the Illi-

nois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity for 

40% of the system cost. This opportunity only comes up once a 

year and is very competitive, so we felt that it was important 

to apply right away. We are still waiting to hear back officially, 

but we are getting positive indications from DCEO that funding 

has been reserved for us. After the grant is approved, we will 

have a limited amount of time to purchase and install the solar 

panels, if the congregation is on board with the project. 

 This would be a big investment, but it will also have a 

big impact on our energy usage and send a message to our 

community that we care about the Earth. A summary of the 

energy and financial impacts is in the chart below.  

 So what are the next steps? Green Team and Prop-

erty and Finance Committee have been investigating some of 

the finer details about solar panel installation. Green Team will 

be formally presenting this project to the FMC Council meeting 

on March 12. Because of the cost of this project, the congrega-

tion will have to vote to approve it. We welcome your feed-

back. Please talk to Brian Sauder or Dan Schreiber if you are 

interested in making a pledge and see any of the other Green 

Team members with questions about the project.  

The FMC Green Team (George Hardebeck, Julie Nieset, Oleta 

Miller, Megan Cox, Michael Crosby, Bob Hudson, Beth Rempe, 

Brian Sauder, and Holly Nelson) 

 More information about the proposed solar panel 

project can be found on our blog:  

http://fmccugreen.blogspot.com/  

Sidebar:     Have you noticed the fluorescent lights in the hall-

ways and classrooms are looking a little brighter? Green Team 

and the Property and Finance Committee signed up for the 

Ameren Illinois Small Business Program. After a free walk-

through with one of their energy specialists, the church signed 

up to have all of the fluorescent lighting upgraded to higher 

efficiency lamps and ballasts for a flat fee of $159, plus an-

other $50 to have the old bulbs recycled. This project would 

have cost about $3,000 without the special program! The new 

lamps are expected to save us about $200 per year in electric-

ity costs, which accounts for about 10% of our electricity use.  

Annual electricity generation (kWh) 13,870 

Percentage of annual electricity usage 68% 

Annual electricity cost savings $780 

Project cost $40,000 

DCEO grant (requested amount) $16,000 

Annual renewable energy credit earnings $555 

Simple payback with funding sources (years) 15 

Expected life of solar panels (years) 25+ 

http://fmccugreen.blogspot.com/

