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Update From our Sister Church in Bucaramanga, Colombia
Pastor Israel Martinez retired from the pastorate
at El Divino Redentor Lutheran Church at the end of January. He and wife Loraci bought an apartment next to the
church where they will live for now. He sends greetings
and thanks for our support of his ministry and EDR’s outreach to the most disadvantaged.
On January 15, the new pastor Rev. Sergio Talero
arrived to take up his responsibilities. Pastor Sergio received his seminary training at the Latin American Biblical
Seminary in Costa Rica, where he was living then as a
refugee. An American couple from California supported
his seminary studies.
He and I have exchanged letters and Pastor Sergio has expressed great appreciation for our sister church
relationship to date and the desire to continue and
strengthen it (see his letter of April 24 included in this
issue of the Vine). On page three you will find a picture
of Pastor Sergio with one of the children at the feeding
program that we help underwrite.
Knowing that we were going to focus our June 1
worship service on Colombia, Sergio sent the following
greeting along with some pictures from the dining hall to
be shown during the service:
"We thank the Lord for having the support of
good hearts like you who care about the welfare of needy
girls and boys.

The second week of February, we started the activities of the feeding program with 47 children. Currently an average of 55 to 60 children are attending.
Those attending school receive a delicious balanced and
nutritious lunch Monday through Friday at the dining hall.
With your contribution we can buy food at the market
including meat, chicken, etc. We can also receive donations through the Bucaramanga Supply Center and private donations. There are also the expenses of gas, electricity and water, and the cook’s salary.
Wholehearted thanks for the support. May our
Good Lord bless you and those we serve.”
If you wish to become directly involved in supporting the Sister Church relationship, please let either
Jan Kellogg or I know of your interest. Please also note
the various ways to pray for our sisters and brothers, as
set out in Pastor Sergio’s April letter.
Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Janet
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Letter from our Sister Church
April 24, 2014
Dear brothers and sisters of the First Mennonite Church
of Urbana-Champaign:
Happy Easter in the name of good Lord!
I have received both letters in English and Spanish. Thank
you for the translation; although I have some knowledge
of English, I am not always one hundred percent certain. Thank you for your effort in sending the letter for
our celebration of the Sunday of the Resurrection, and we
have read your greeting to the congregation.
It is a great pleasure to have a relationship with you, a
church with an ample tradition of peace as a Mennonite
Church. Here in Colombia, I have a personal relationship
with Pastor Roberto Caicedo and Pastor Isdalia Ortega
from the Mennonite Church of the city of Berna in Bogota. In a similar fashion we have a close relationship in
Costa Rica with Dr. Jaime Prieto Valladares, Mennonite,
who was my professor at the Latin American Biblical University. Also in Costa Rica we worked together with the
Center for Friends of Peace with Isabel McDonald. Perhaps you know them. Rev. Janet and I were ordained in
the same time period (2008) and for me it is a pleasure to
work with colleagues who have the same sense of working for peace, justice and equality for all people.
Many thanks for your prayers in support of our faith family, the members of the Divine Redeemer (EDR), and of
course, for our children of the Comedor Semillitas de Vida
(the feeding program, “seeds of life”) in the community of
La Gracia in Girón and Nuevo Girón. Of course, many
thanks for these 12 years and more of joint work between
EDR/FMC. Thank you for having visited here and enabling
the visit of pastor Israel and Loraci. In the same sense, we
want to reaffirm that our home EDR is open to you and
your families and we want to continue encouraging the
links and keep you informed of the progress in our work
together.

Thanks to Rebeca Bare, Peter Miller, Ken Moyer, Rebecca
Moyer, Randy Nelson, Wilmer Otto, Jan Sabey and Jan
Kellogg (Sister Church committee members) for their
work and to all the members of the FMC family and their
contribution in prayer and financial help which helps our
work be realized. Someday my wife Belky and I would be
pleased to come there and meet all of you and share with
you our experience first-hand.
With regard to your work with lobbying your government
at the local and federal levels for revision of dehumanizing polices, we are convinced that working through education and the insistence of the church for a more just
and humane society is a work that cannot be postponed.
The God of Life continues strengthening our faith and the
call of the Good News.
As for the church construction project for EDR, we ask
that you pray for the following:
- We are pursuing our legal registration as a religious organization in Colombia in order to have the freedom to
make procedures more independently of the national Lutheran community. This procedure is underway with the
government and we trust God that his answer will be
prompt and will be positive.
- We pray to God that the new presentation of the project
to the State and the Government of Bucaramanga has
clear path of acceptance and implementation.
- We pray that God will allow us to have all the financial
resources to accomplish this work from the first day to
completion.
- We want God to touch the hearts of all in the EDR community to have the same mind in the design of the new
church. At this early stage of the Project, decisions that
had already been submitted had to be modified for governmental request. In the second stage, we ask God to
give us the right people to do the work efficiently and
quickly and to have the right team of specialists in the
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field and for this to be a blessing for them, too.
- We pray that God will give us a proper place of worship while completing construction and this is an opportunity to unite us and to attract more people to our
house EDR and be responsible with these new members
to serve them as Jesus would.
We pray for you, FMC Family, for all your plans and purposes, that your preaching and family life are greatly
blessed (cf. III John 2: “Beloved, I pray that all may go
well with you and that you may be in good health, just

as it is well with your soul”) and that the work you do
for other brothers and sisters like us at EDR will be blessed abundantly . We know that’s how our God works.
Now I thank you for the communication and staying in
touch and we hope soon to send the report and photos.
Peace and Love in the Giver of Life,
Rev. Sergio Talero
Iglesia Evangélica Luterana El Divino Redentor – Bucaramanga, Colombia

Letter from our Sister Church—Spanish
Abril 24 de 2014
Estimados hermanos y hermanas Iglesia Primera Iglesia
Menonita Urbana – Champaign
Felices pascuas en nombre de nuestro buen Dios
He recibido las dos cartas en inglés y español, gracias por
la traducción aunque tengo algunos conocimientos en
inglés no estoy al cien por ciento. Gracias por el esfuerzo

de enviar la carta para nuestra fiesta y Culto de Domingo
de Resurrección, hemos leído a la comunidad este saludo
de parte de ustedes.
Es un gusto tener una relación de hermandad con ustedes, una Iglesia con una amplia tradición pacifista como
la Iglesia Menonita, aquí en Colombia personalmente
tengo relación con el Pastor Roberto Caicedo y la Pastora
Isdalia Ortega de la Iglesia Menonita de Ciudad Berna en
Bogotá. De la misma forma teníamos estrecha relación en
Costa Rica con el Dr. Jaime Prieto Valladares menonita
quien fue profesor mío en la Universidad Bíblica Latinoamericana. También en Costa Rica tuvimos trabajo conjunto con el Centro de Amigos para la Paz con Isabel McDonald, no sé si ustedes los conocen. Ud y yo Rev. Janet tenemos el mismo tiempo de ser ordenados, el 2008 y para
mí también es un gozo trabajar con colegas que tienen el
mismo sentido de trabajo por la paz, la justicia, la equidad y la igualdad de todas las personas.
Muchas gracias por las oraciones en favor nuestro, de
nuestra familia, de los miembros de El Divino Redentor y
por supuesto de nuestros niños y niñas del Comedor Semillitas de Vida en la Comunidad La Gracia en Girón y
Nuevo Girón. Por supuesto, muchas gracias por estos más
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de doce años de trabajo conjunto EDR / FMC, gracias
por habernos visitado y haber permitido la visita del
pastor Israel y Loraci. En ese sentido queremos reafirmarles que nuestra casa EDR está abierta para ustedes y
sus familias y queremos seguir estimulando los vínculos
y les seguiremos manteniendo informados de los progresos en cuanto a nuestro trabajo conjunto.
Gracias a Rebecca Bare, Peter Miller, Ken Moyer, Rebecca Moyer, Randy Nelson, Wilmer Otto, Jan Sabey yJan
Kellogg por este trabajo que realizan y a todos los miembros de la familia FMC y sus aportes en oración y dinero
para que nuestro trabajo siga siendo una realidad. Algún
día a mi esposa Belky y a mí nos encantaría ir a conocerles y compartir con ustedes experiencias de primera mano.
En cuanto a la labor de incidencia que ustedes realizan
en su gobierno a nivel local, federal, etc., para revisión
de políticas des-humanizantes, estamos convencidos
que la labor de educación e incidencia que hace la iglesia por una sociedad más justa y más humana es una
labor inaplazable. Que el Dios de la Vida nos siga fortaleciendo para seguir siendo fieles a su llamado de las Buenas Nuevas.
En cuanto al proyecto de construcción de templo para
EDR agradecemos de ustedes en esta fase mucha oración por los siguientes motivos:
Estamos haciendo las gestiones legales para que
nuestro registro legal como organización religiosa ante el estado colombiano (personería jurídica) tenga la libertad de realizar trámites de una
manera más independiente de la comunidad
luterana nacional. Este trámite está vigente en
la entidad gubernamental encargada y confiamos en Dios que su respuesta va a ser pronta y
va a ser positiva.
Oramos a Dios porque la nueva presentación del
Proyecto ante el Estado y el Gobierno de Bucaramanga tenga aceptación y vía libre de ejecu-

ción.
Oramos para que Dios nos permita contar con todos
los recursos económicos para ejecutar esta obra
desde su primer día hasta ser entregada.
Queremos que Dios toque los corazones de toda la
comunidad EDR para tener un mismo sentir en
cuanto al diseño del nuevo templo, el lugar. En
esta primera etapa de decisión del proyecto que
ya ha sido presentado pero que ha debido ser
modificado por solicitud gubernamental. En la
segunda etapa de empezar a ejecutar queremos
de parte de Dios darnos el personal idóneo para
realizar la obra de manera eficiente y rápida y
contar con el equipo adecuado de especialistas
en la materia y que esto sea una bendición también para ellos.
Oramos que Dios nos dé un lugar adecuado de culto
mientras termina la construcción y esto sea una
oportunidad de unirnos más y de atraer más
personas a nuestra casa EDR y seamos responsables con estos nuevos miembros en atenderlos como Jesús lo haría.
Oramos también por ustedes; la familia FMC para
que todos su planes, propósitos, su predicación
y la vida de su familia sea bendecida grandemente (Cf. III John 2) y que la obra que ustedes
hacen por otros hermanos como nosotros en
EDR sea bendecida abundantemente. Sabemos
que así trabaja nuestro buen Dios.
No es más por ahora agradeciendo su comunicación,
quedamos en contacto y esperamos enviarles pronto el
informe y las fotos
Paz y bien en el Amor del Dador de la Vida
Rev. Sergio Talero
Iglesia Evangélica Luterana El Divino Redentor – Bucaramanga, Colombia
Skype adress: sergio.yeonardo.talero
Cellphone: +57 318 6407981
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Dear Ms. Menno

Dear Ms. Menno

The last time I sought advice from you, you assumed I
was a man as if that were a bad thing, told me to convert
to Judaism and to seek a dermatologist. I confess I
thought this advice cast just the tiniest shadow of doubt
on whether you had taken my questions in all seriousness. Nevertheless, I did take your advice on continuing
to read the Bible, and what a hoot it is turning out to be,
what with all those enemies of the Israelites getting
whacked page after page. I now imagine the Bible as a
video game. But, and here are my questions: what about
all the boring bits. Why are they there? And why isn’t it
funnier?

At First Mennonite, we all know we cannot have enough
hymn books and yet we have only one pew Bible. This
imbalance could be remedied if we had at least three different translations. On any given Sunday the service
leader could choose for different readings from different
translations. They might need to be color coded. We
would double the exercise we currently get popping up
and down. Also, for favorite biblical passages, we could
have further translations on handouts placed in the back
of the Bibles. And, since we have hymn composers in our
very own congregation, why not have congregational
members write Bible translations of their own and hand
them out on special occasions. Don’t you think this
would give those Bible-based churches around town a run
for their money?

Still Concerned Mennonite
Dear SCM
I’m afraid you’re reading into my responses to your questions (which I must confess are getting to be more and
more annoying) things that aren’t there. After all, this
isn’t holy scripture which requires a lot of exegesis in order to understand. I never stated nor implied in my answer last month that being a man is a bad thing. After all,
some of my best friends are men. I simply pointed out the
obvious fact that no woman would ask the question,
“Why doesn’t this church make women keep silent as
commanded in I Timothy 11-12?”
As to your umbrage at my advice that if you are seeking
an answer to your skin problems in church, you might
have better luck being Jewish because they have actual
dermatologists, I was simply stating the obvious fact that
Mennonites do not become dermatologists. Mennonites
are too humble to worry about skin problems. Mennonite
physicians work in emergency rooms, do occupational
medicine, become pediatricians, or work as surgeons (but
not plastic surgeons). I’m not suggesting that you should
pick your religious preferences based on what physical
ailment you’re trying to get advice on during coffee hour;
that seemed to be the approach you were taking. I assure
you that you can remove that tiny shadow of doubt about
my seriousness. I give my advice with all seriousness.
As to your new questions about why the boring bits are in
the Bible and why the Bible isn’t funnier, you do realize,
don’t you, that I had nothing to do with writing the Bible.
Any complaints you have on that account must be taken
up directly with the author.

Bible Mad
Dear Bible Mad
I think you are on to something. According to my information there are at least 117 English language versions of
the Bible. Besides the well-known ones like the King
James Version, the Revised Version and the New Revised
Version, there are such gems as the Sacred Name King
James Version, the Restored Name King James Version,
the Modern King James Version, the American King James
Version, the King James 2000 Version, the Updated King
James Version and the King James Version Easy Reading.
It would probably be too much to put all 117 versions in
the pews. We would run out of colors for coding before
we ran out of versions. I think it would be reasonable,
however, to put all eight King James versions in the pews.
The question then becomes where to put them. I think an
easy answer to that would be to build bookcases on top of
the pews. The bookcases would only need to be three or
four shelves high as the congregants could still stand to
see what is happening on the platform.
As far as I know, there isn’t a Bible version committee to
which this matter would be referred. So, just go ahead
and order the books and I’ll get some volunteers to build
the book cases for you. Make sure that the different versions are color coded, as you suggested.
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My Journey into Slowing Down
Rebecca Bare
First, I want to start with a confession. I started
2014 living too fast. I was feeling the stresses of parenting, working, and trying to keep up with house chores. I’m
sure everyone can relate to that. My wake-up call came in
the form of two car accidents in 48 hours in February.
That is when I made a conscious effort in slowing down.
Then, I read a book called “Overwhelm: Work, Love, and
Play when No One has the Time” by Brigid Schulte.
The author talked about work, leisure, and play in
the United States and compared those areas of life in
Europe. Here are some of her ideas.
Work: As more women went to work in recent
decades, their work at home has paradoxically increased.
Married working mothers, especially, tend to do more
chores at home, even if the couple agreed to share
chores when they got married.
Leisure: Time experts (yes, there is such a thing)
define leisure as time not spent working, doing chores, or
child care. Working mothers do not have (or do not give
themselves) much leisure time because they work, do
chores, and take care of the children. This causes a lot of
stress. Studies have now shown that stress decreases the
pre-frontal cortex of the brain, which controls our ability
to calm down from strong emotions, and aids in our ability to think rationally. Stress increases the amygdala, the
area of the brain responsible for emotions. The good

Guess Who!
Attached you will find two pictures of current/former
FMC youth. This was taken in Oct. 1999. See if you can
guess who they all are! (Answers on the back page)

news is that this is not permanent and when stress is lowered, the amygdala shrinks and the pre-frontal cortex
grows.
Reading this helped me realize that I have more
leisure time than I thought, compared with other working
mothers. What do I chose to do with my leisure time?
How am I reducing my stress levels?
Play: One way to reduce stress and help increase
the pre-frontal cortex is play. Play also helps the brain
create new neural connections which keep the brain flexible. That led me to ask myself, when did I last play?
When did I last have lunch with a friend?
Since February, I have been deliberately destressing, slowing down, enjoying life. It has not been
easy. I will likely have to keep working at it. I have to ask
myself, what am I doing with my 168 hours each week?
A few final thoughts: Everyone has 168 hours
each week. How are you spending yours? How much leisure time is in your life? Even 5-10 minutes each hour is
beneficial.
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Poverty & Environment
Beth Rempe
At the recent meeting to discuss FMC’s solar
panel proposal, many people expressed concern that this
environmental project might be funded at the expense of
our efforts to help reduce poverty. That is an important
concern. I made the comment that I was concerned
about the environment in large part because of the connection between poverty and the environment. I’d like
to take the opportunity to expand on my thoughts here –
and make a case that it is not ‘poverty or the environment’ but both, urgently.
Environmental concerns often get portrayed as
the purview of the elite. It is true that some actions that
are seen as helpful to the environment, such as driving
hybrid cars or eating organically grown food, are financially out of reach for many. But that is only a part of the
picture. The fact is that people who are poor are disproportionately affected by climate change and environmental degradation:
People who are poor are more likely to live in areas
with poor environmental regulation and are exposed at a greater rate to toxins resulting from
pollution, with resulting health problems and
increased mortality. Rich areas of the world often dump their pollutants on poorer areas.
People who are poor are more vulnerable to the extreme weather events which are associated with
climate change (monsoons, tornadoes, floods,
droughts) and these events may move people
from the margins into poverty, or from poverty
into starvation.
Climate change affects our food supply. Increases in
food prices associated with climate change have
a greater effect on those who spend more of
their income on food.

People who are poor have fewer assets and far less
flexibility to respond to changes in their living
situation. They do not have the same opportunities to move, change jobs, or protect themselves
against threats to their health. This adaptability
will become increasingly important as we respond to the vagaries of a changing climate.
Destruction of ecosystems also destroys an important safety net for the poor in many parts of the
world. Rural communities often make use of
wild foods and resources during times of food
scarcity. If wilderness areas or common lands
are degraded or lost to privatized cultivation, this
safety net is lost.

Rather than seeing efforts to eliminate poverty
and protect the environment as competing with each
other, I would like us to view them as two complementary approaches. Feeding people directly, for example,
addresses a short-term need. We must do this. However, we need to look beyond the short term in order to
address the root causes of poverty and find long-term
solutions. Trying to change the way we live in relation to
our environment is a long-term goal which will have a
massive effect on poverty in the future.
For more information, see the recent report by
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which
has a section devoted to these very issues:
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Climate Change: Impacts, Adaptation, and Vulnerability,
http://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar5/wg2/
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TOP TEN REASONS TO ATTEND FIRST MENNONITE’S FALL RETREAT AT CAMP
MENNO HAVEN (in no particular order)
August 29-31, 2014

1. To delight in God’s creation
2. To spend time with friends from FMC and get to know some new people
3. To explore the Mennonite camp that many of our children attend every summer and
where many of our youth and young adults work
4. To experience the comedy and drama of actor, Ted Schwartz
5. To spend time with friends from FMC and get to know some new people
6. To encounter the amenities of camp: full size gym, swimming, boating, hiking, climbing wall, dining hall, worship space, variety of sleeping options
7. To spend time with friends from FMC and get to know some new people
8. To enjoy singing around a campfire (with Camp’s famous kettle corn) and instrument
jamming for all ages
9. To get away from normal schedules and experience a relaxing weekend with lots of
free time and no need to prepare food for 2+ days.
10.

To spend time with friends from FMC and get to know some new people

Answers to Guess Who!
They are, clockwise from front: Hannah Wright, Kirsten Hjelmstad, Michelle
Moyer, and Autumn Anders.

The Vine is the newsletter of First Mennonite Church of Champaign-Urbana and provides a space for congregational participants
to share their personal perspectives with the community of faith.

