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From the Pastor’s Desk:  Summer 
Calendars 

Michael Crosby 

Before I get to the bit about our exciting 
summer, I want to share a brief story.  The 
story is about what happened to me, but it’s 
really a story about all of us.   

After my ordination service, I was sitting 
around chatting about the day with my 
family.  Grandpa has always been a singer, 
taking every opportunity to sing with the 
church choir and sometimes leading congre-
gational singing from the pulpit.  Grandma, 
on the other hand, has never had the same 
calling, so it was interesting to hear her 
remark on the role of the song leader in 
worship – a form of congregational singing 
she has not often experienced.  As she 
reflected on the morning service, she ex-
claimed: “It felt like I was part of the choir!”   

I was struck by this beautiful summary of 
what it means to worship and serve along-
side one another, a “kingdom of priests” 
dedicated to loving God and loving one 
another.  The Spirit of Christ was present at 
my ordination service, evident in your 
songs, your prayers, your words, and your 
embrace.  Thanks be to God! 

Now, on to the summer.  As we prepare to 
celebrate Jubilee in a number of ways (the 
Habitat house, reunion weekend, history 
project, and FMC Scriptures, among others), 
we are also preparing to set aside parts of 
our usual Sunday morning routine.  The 
Christian Education Committee is planning a 
rest from Children’s Circle and Sunday 
School this summer, in part to acknowledge 
the other ways that the calendar is full, but 
also to allow space for extended, informal 
times of fellowship.   
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When no FMC events are planned following 
worship, consider inviting a group to the 
park, organizing a hike, or hosting a game 
night with your small group.  Note the fol-
lowing special Sunday events on your calen-
dar, but otherwise plan for no Sunday 
School from June through August: 

June 9 Intergenerational Faith Talk: All
 -Church Storytelling 
June 16 Father’s Day Picnic at Hessel 
Park  following worship 
June 30 Intergenerational Faith Talk: 
FMC 12  Scriptures Project 
July 7 Bring your own picnic lunch 
 

July 14 Intergenerational Faith Talk: All
 -Church Storytelling 
July 26-28 FMC Reunion Weekend 
August 11 Fellowship lunch in FMC homes 
August 25 Intergenerational Faith Talk: 
FMC  Storytelling and Scriptures 
September 1
 Fall Sunday School begins 
September 8
 Welcome back picnic 

 

And, for those age 16+, don’t forget to 
register as a Habitat volunteer – click the 
Habitat logo at fmc-cu.org for more info. 

May this season full of celebration, remem-
bering, anticipating, and serving connect us 
more deeply with one another and with our 
loving God, to whom we give all thanks and 
praise. 

 

From Protest to 
Peace  

Pastor Janet 

 

Until June 16, you 
can catch an im-
portant exhibit at 
The Spurlock Mu-
seum (600 S. Greg-
ory St. Urbana).  
“From Protest to Peace”  highlights the role 
of public art, specifically wall murals, in 
Northern Ireland during recent decades of 
turmoil.  The exhibit provides helpful con-
text for the ongoing reconciliation work of 
Mennonite Mission Network, which is the 
focus of our current children’s offering. 

During my visit last summer to the city of 
Derry, I saw the impressive work of The 
Bogside Artists who are profiled in the 
Spurlock exhibit.  Brothers Tom and William 
Kelly and friend Kevin Hasson began paint-
ing murals in 1994.  Most Northern Ireland 
murals have been painted for partisan po-
litical purposes. But the Bogside Artists see 
their purpose as speaking across the Protes-
tant-Catholic divide to lament the violence 
of the past and to advance joint conversa-
tions on behalf of peace and reconciliation.  
Their peace mural was designed with the 
help of schoolchildren and is a stunning 
statement of hope.   

Various interpretive panels explain the 
history and politics of Northern Ireland.   I 
hope many FMCers will be able to take in 
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“From Protest to Peace” before it closes on 
June 16.   Please be in touch if you would 
like to gather for conversation after viewing 
the exhibit. 

The museum is open Tuesday: 12-5; Wed, 
Thurs, Fri: 9-5; Saturday:10-4; Sunday: 12-4; 
closed on Mondays & University holidays.  
Entrance is free. 

 

Book Review: On the Zwieback Trail 

Ruth Stoltzfus 

"On the Zwieback Trail: A Russian Mennon-

ite Alphabet of Stories, Recipes and Historic 

Events," by Lisa Weaver, Julie Kauffman, 

Judith Rempel Smucker 

We all know that "A" is for "anabaptist" and 

"B" is for "borscht," but do we know how 

Catherine the Great of Russia helped Men-

nonites ("C" is for "Catherine"], or about the 

role of MCC  in getting tractors to Ukraine in 

the 1920s ("T" is for "tractors") or that early 

Mennos made pluma mos, pancakes, and 

Pfeffernuesse ("P")?    

The author writes that this book is: 

"generously flavored with peppernuts, 

rollkuchen, and verenike, and textured with 

stories of faithful witness, significant places 

and remarkable journeys."  Included are 

great pictures, a timeline, recipes, and brief 

histories. 

"On the Zwieback Trail" was first sighted at 

the church retreat last autumn in Cindy 

Breeze's possession and is now added to 

FMC's permanent library collection.  It's a 

quick read and it's fun.  

 Enjoy! 

JYF Jam Session at the Matthew’s in April 
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Habitat Report 

Bob King 

 
April was the month that the Habitat Build 
project changed from a project hazily imag-
ined in the future, to the beginning of a 
flurry of planning and actual events. As 
most of you may recall, we envisioned this 

project as 
one of the 
centerpieces 
of our 50th 
year anni-
versary 
church 
celebration 
and one to 
demonstrate 
a tangible 
sign of our 
ongoing 
commitment 
to the com-

munity. Thanks to some hardworking bicycle 
riders and many generous donors, we re-
ceived the money necessary to fund a Habi-
tat house by the end of 2012.  
 
We hope that the FMC’s Habitat Build of 
2013 will be seen as a cooperative effort 
among people of various churches and 
faiths. Certainly Habitat staff and volunteers 
come from a variety of backgrounds. We are 
also inviting groups with whom we have had 
significant ties in the past (East Bend Men-
nonite Church and the Mosque to name 
only two) to join together to build this 

house. We hope that church members take 
the opportunity to invite close friends to 
participate too. Mel Fros is ably serving as a 
liaison between the Habitat for Humanity 
general contractor and our church for the 
construction process. 
 
Sunday morning, April 14, we had the 
chance to meet and welcome Michelle 
Stallmeyer, Family Support Coordinator 
from Habitat and the recipient of the house, 
Kesha Johnson and her two children, Kha-
lanie and Myson. This was also the first day 
that Kesha had even seen the house plans 
so we had fun talking about that before the 
service! Kesha Johnson is 31 years old and 
lives in Champaign with her 9 year old 
daughter and 1 year old son and is em-
ployed by Maid to Perfection, Residential 
and Professional Cleaning Services. She 
says, “It has always been my dream to be-
come a homeowner. I took the big step of 
applying for a Habitat home and by the 
grace of God I received my blessing to be-
come a partner family.” She found our con-
gregation to be warm and welcoming and is 
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very excited that we are helping 
to build her house. 
 
Ken Moyer, Perry Biddle and the 
MYF then got things off to a quick 
start by building a garden shed at 
the Bidner farm. The shed will be 
moved to the house site later 
where it will receive some siding 
and shingles. Judging by the 
pictures I saw, they all had a good 
time working together.  
 
Thursday evening, May 2, several of us 
traveled to the Habitat ReStore to join in a 
KickOff Celebration, where the four families 
receiving a house in 2013 and their spon-
sors were introduced. Pastor Janet said a 
few well chosen words on behalf of our 
congregation. 
 
Provided the weather cooperates, the foun-
dation blocks will be laid this week so that 
we will be able to begin construction on 
May 11 and thereafter follow a weekly 
Saturday construction schedule. Those 
interested in participating, can contact Bob 
King for details or sign up online. Bob can be 
reached on email at : bobk.fmc@gmail.com 
or phone: 217.474.2924. Pictures, updates 
and online signups can be found by follow-
ing the Habitat link from our FMC website: 
www.fmc.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The life I touch for good or ill will 
touch another life, and that in turn 
another, until who knows where 
the trembling stops or in what far 
place my touch will be felt."        

                     —Frederick Buechner 

“We must not only prepare our chil-
dren for the world, we must also 
prepare the world for our children.” 

                             -Luis J. Rodriguez 

“True compassion is more than fling-
ing a coin to a beggar; it is not hap-
hazard and superficial. It comes to 
see that an edifice which produces 
beggars needs restructuring."  

                     —Martin Luther King, Jr. 

mailto:bobk.fmc@gmail.com
http://www.fmc.org
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Bright Hopes 

Kathy Martin and Kathy Anderson 

The quilt for our Habitat House family of 
Kesha Johnson is well underway and about 
half-way finished. The fabric, chosen to fit 
the color preferences of Kesha, are in coor-
dinating shades of maroons, browns, and 
creams. The design is called Bright Hopes 
and features a house pattern in a large 
center block as well as in the four corner 
blocks. The rest of the quilt consists of 100 
blocks with a heart shape in the center of 
each block. The hearts are carefully stitched 
in an outline of maroon thread. This quilt is 
truly a labor of love. 

 

Many of us are beginners at the fine art of 
hand quilting, but thankfully we have a few 
excellent and experienced quilters to help 
us along the way. Some of our stitches 
aren’t perfect, but we are enjoying the 
creativity and fellowship of working to-
gether. Anyone who wants to put in a few 
stitches is welcome to join the quilting bee. 
We have sample blocks available for those 
who may want to practice a bit before delv-
ing in. Come for as long as your time allows. 
Only about 8 people can fit around the quilt 
at a time. So it makes sense to work in 
shifts. We are meeting Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, 1:30 -5 pm. 
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Caring for the Orphan/ Vulnerable 
Child 

Rebecca Bare 

After Laurence and I adopted Rafael and 
Andrea, I became aware of a national move-
ment called Orphan Care, which includes 
Orphan Sunday. This movement is dedicated 
to educating North Americans about the 
plight of orphans and other vulnerable 
children around the world.  (For the pur-
poses of this article, I am defining “orphan” 
as a child whose birthparents are unable, 
for whatever reason, to care for them.) 

Our congregation is blessed by many 
adopted children. I truly appreciate that. 
Can we do more? We speak frequently at 
FMC about doing justice and we help the 
needy, those in prison, the stranger, and the 
homeless. What are we doing for the or-
phan and other vulnerable child? 

Many couples in the U.S. are adopting 8, 10, 
12, or more children. This is unrealistic for 
most of us, because of the expense. So, 
what can be done? There are, in fact, many 
things we can do. 

We can become foster parents. 

We can adopt one or two children. 

We can go on short-term mission trip. 
For instance, my parents spent two 
weeks in Ecuador helping at an or-
phanage. WBGL sponsors yearly trips 
to Guatemala to help vulnerable 
children. 

Less expensive ideas include getting 
involved in projects that help the 
vulnerable, such as packing back-
packs, collecting shoes or glasses. I 
know many people in our church 
have done these things. If you have 
not, why not start? 

Sponsor a child overseas with monthly 
support. I know a family who, after 
the birth of each child, began spon-
soring a child in Paraguay. A small 
monthly donation can feed and  
educate a child. 

If you feel you are unable to provide 
money or go on a trip, you can men-
tor a child locally. Organizations such 
as Big Brother/Big Sister and CU One 
to One can help you find a child to 
mentor. 

Support adoptive families with meals, 
babysitting, etc. 

Many of these ideas came from a blog I 
follow: impresseduponour-
hearts.blogspot.com. This blog is written by 
a local couple who have adopted five chil-
dren from Ethiopia. I encourage you to read 
the April 25 post. 

In closing, The Bible tells us to care for the 
orphan and the vulnerable. Then he said to 

them, “Whoever welcomes this little child in 

my name welcomes me; and whoever wel-

comes me welcomes the one who sent me. 

For it is the one who is least among you all 

who is the greatest.” 

Luke 9:48 
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The new FMC team sport: 

Move over Frisbee Football! 

 


