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Finding Connections in Cambodia 

By Sarah Lake-Rayburn 

Here in Phnom Penh I have the uncommon experi-
ence of living with a Christian family. My 
“parents” (they are in their 30s, and more like 
siblings than parents) both joined the church as 
young adults, which is how they met. Neither of 
their families are Christian. In a country that is 
primarily Buddhist, my family stands out. We do 
uncommon things like pray before meals and go to 
church on Sunday mornings. For me, it’s a strange 
dash of the familiar, in a culture that is so different 
from what I am used to. 

A few days ago, as we were waiting to eat dinner, 
my dad pulled out his guitar and began to sing, in 
Khmer. I recognized a few words, like “Jesus,” and 
managed to put together that he was singing praise 
songs. After a few, I realized he was singing a song 
that I recognized … not the words, but the tune. So 
I began to sing along, in English. The song ended, 
and I was pretty happy that I had gotten to sing a 
little but, but content in thinking I probably would-

n’t know any of the other songs he would play. But, 
to my delight, I knew the next song, and the next 
song, too. So, here I was, sitting halfway around 
the world, singing songs I have known for years. 
We continued for awhile, praising God in two 
languages. 

Now, if you know me, you know that I’m not 
always the most spiritual or religious of people, but 
I’ve been known to have my moments. The first 
morning we were in Cambodia, after having arrived 
late the night before, I found myself watching the 
sunrise from the roof of our hotel, hearing the city 
come awake around me. I was filled with happiness 
at the opportunity opening before me. Spontane-
ously, I found myself singing aloud. Some of you 
may know the song, “Shout to the Lord.” It’s about 
praising God for the things he has done, that 
nothing comes close to what we find in relation-
ships with God. 

Back to that night at my house, singing. I was in a 
somewhat negative state of mind, missing my 
family and friends in the U.S., and comfortable 
enough in the routine of each day that it wasn’t 
really exciting anymore. After about 10 minutes of 
singing, my dad started another song. Can you 
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guess what it was? Yes, “Shout to the Lord,” the 
very song that came to me about a month before. 

It was almost like God was saying to me, “OK, 
Sarah. Don’t forget the wonder of that first morn-
ing. Don’t forget that you’re where you’re sup-
posed to be, even if it’s not happy every single 
moment.” I realized I hadn’t been thinking much 
about God … I was too caught up in all the new 
things I was experiencing. So I stopped and took a 
moment to journal 
about what had just 
happened. I have this 
great journal that has 
a Bible verse on every 
page, and says, “Keep 
calm and pray on” on 
the cover (thanks, 
Brandi!). As I finished 
recording what I was 
feeling, I glanced 
down at the verse on 
the page I had filled. 
Of course, it had 
everything to do with 
what I had just written 
(Galatians 2:20: look it 
up). 

So, I want to end my 
somewhat random 
ramblings with one 
last thing, that I turn to when I’m having a down 
day. It was given to me by someone — I can’t 
remember who — before I left for SST, along with 
other motivational-type things. It’s a prayer that I 
think is useful to everyone, but especially SSTers in 
an unknown place. It reads: 

May today there be peace within.  

May you trust God that you are exactly where you 
are meant to be.  

May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are 
born of faith.  

May you use those gifts that you have received and 
pass on the love that has been given to you.  

May you be content knowing you are a child of 
God.  

Let this presence settle into your bones and allow 
your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise, and 
love. It is there for each and every one of us.  

May today there be peace within. 

Unfortunately, I don’t know where this prayer 
came from, who wrote it, anything. So just take it 
at face value, and remember that, no matter where 
you are, God is there, too. Even if you’re on the 
other side of the world from everything you’ve 
known for your whole life. 

 

One Great Fellowship Hour of Sharing 

By Rhonda Gibson 

A few weeks ago the 3-5 graders studied the story 
of the feeding of the 5,000.  We started a project to 
discover how small amounts of giving can turn into 
something amazing, much like the miracle of 
feeding 5,000 people from a few loaves and fishes.  
Each week during Lent the 3-5 graders are learning 
new things about their world and are being chal-
lenged to act on what they learn.  Our initial goal 
was to give enough small change to donate a share 
of a llama to Heifer International, which provides 
llamas to families living at high altitudes in the 
Andes Mountains of South America where no other 
animals can withstand the harsh weather condi-
tions.  

After surpassing our initial goal of $20, we decided 
to see if we might be able to donate enough to 
cover the cost of an entire llama, $150.  To help 
reach our goal, the children invite you to partici-
pate in our “One Great Fellowship Hour of Sharing” 
on Palm Sunday, March 24.   During the fellowship 
hour, the children will offer  baked goods and 
perhaps some craft items for a donation to their 
project.  If you wonder how much to donate, 
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consider a few of the 
facts and challenges 
the children have 
encountered during 
the past few weeks:   

  ● 100,000 people in 
South Sudan have 
moved around for 
more than 7 months seeking a safe place to live.                   

      Give 25 cents for every type of vehicle you have 
traveled in/on: car, bus, truck, train, airplane, boat, 
bike. 

  ● In Champaign County, 20% of children live in 
poverty.  1.4 billion people around the world spend 
less than $8/week.   

       Give 50 cents or more if your family spent more 
than $8 this week. 

  ● $50 could buy a new blender or food processor 
for your kitchen.  It could also buy a hoe, shovel, 
and seeds  for three families in the Sudan, provid-
ing food for this year and new seeds saved for next 
year.  

      Give 25 cents for every appliance in your 
kitchen. 

  ● In countries affected by war, 28 million children 
in elementary schools were not able to attend 
school.   

      Give 50 cents to celebrate being able to attend 
school to learn and have fun with your friends. 

As you can see, amounts that may seem small to us 
can multiply to have a large impact on the lives of 
others! 

 

One-Minute Book Review 
By Bruce Miller 

 
Stuart Murray, The Naked Anabaptist, The Bare 
Essentials of a Radical Faith 

Murray has two foci here: the end of nominal 
Christendom, and how Anabaptist foundational 
beliefs meet the needs of Christians adjusting to 
being a minority. The Foreword through the first  
chapter is largely introduction and testimonials 
aimed at the British Isles and is slow going.  

Chapter 2 identifies seven "core convictions", 
which are examined and applied to the contempo-
rary West in the middle half of the book. (There is a 
lot of repetition there.)  

Chapter 7 is a broad overview of early Anabaptist 
history that included many sub-movements and 
connections that were new to me. The concluding  
chapter looks at some Anabaptist groups today, 
both their strengths and where they fall short 
("nothing hidden").  

Quotes: 
".. by recasting him as a remote, imperial figure 
and emphasizing his divinity much more than his 
humanity, the imperial church could worship and 
honor Jesus without needing to listen to him, .." 
 
"process is the Mennonite drug of choice"  

 

 

Some new clever items from church bulletins 

Submitted by Donna Nelson 

 

 The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes 
meals. 

 Miss Charlene Mason sang I Will Not Pass This 
Way Again, giving obvious pleasure to the congre-
gation. 

 For those of you who have children and don't 
know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 

 The sermon this morning: Jesus Walks on the 
Water. The sermon tonight: Searching for Jesus. 

 Don't let worry kill you off – let the Church help. 
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Book Review: Does This Church Make 
Me Look Fat? 
By John Otto
 
Rhoda Janzen undoubtedly knows how to write.  
She holds a PhD from UCLA and teaches English 
and creative writing at Hope College in New Hol-
land, Michigan.  She has published widely in jour-
nals and magazines and took the publishing world 
by storm with her first memoir,  Mennonite In A 
Little Black Dress, (Henry Holt and Co., 2009.)  It 
was on the New York Times Best Seller List for 13 
weeks, including time in the Number One spot.  It 
got mostly rave reviews from publications like The 
New York Times and The Guardian, of London, 
which called her “one of America’s foremost hu-
morists.”  In reviewing the book three years ago, I 
said that she “(W)rites like a Jew.  Profane, pro-
found and uproariously funny.” 

 

In 2012, Ms. Janzen came out with her second 
memoir,  Does This Church Make Me Look Fat? A 
Mennonite Finds Faith, Meets Mr. Right and Solves 
Her Lady Problems (Grand Central Publishing, 
2012,) a much catchier title than what she was 
going to call it, A Mennonite Meets Mr. Right: A 
Memoir of Faith, Hope and Love.   I’m afraid I can’t 
be as enthusiastic about this book as I was of the 
first one.  Now, she writes like a Pentecostal, which 
is what she has become as a result of meeting “Mr. 
Right.”   

 
Mr. Right is a truck driver (not that there is any-
thing wrong with that; I have a brother who is a 
truck driver.)  He (Mr. Right, not my brother, in 
fact, unlike my brother) doesn’t use good grammar, 
has no appreciation for literature or art and loves 
shooting things -- like the bear, which he cut up 
and brought home in four garbage bags, and the 
raccoon which came in through the cat door of 
their house.  He nailed the raccoon with a bow and 
arrow, but he also has plenty of guns, which he 
insists she learn to shoot. 

One suspects that Mr. Right happened to be in the 
right place at the right time.  In the first book, Ms. 
Janzen describes what happened when her hus-
band of 15 years left her for Bob, a man he had 
met on gay.com.  Four days later she was in a 
horrific automobile accident which left her unable 
to care for herself, as a result of which she went 
back to her family in California, long time members 
of the Mennonite Brethren church.  Her new book 
opens with her having recuperated from the car 
accident and living back in Michigan where she is 
teaching once again at Hope College. 

 
Then she runs into her manly man.  Ms. Janzen is 
not shy about talking about her libido.  She de-
scribes Mr. Right as having “a chest like a scenic 
vista, cannon arms, a waist that disappeared into 
his jeans like a genie into a bottle.  He kept clanking 
steel gym equipment in his living room.”  She notes 
that although Mr. Right’s teen-age son took an 
abstinence vow to refrain from sex before mar-
riage, she and Mr. Right did not. 

 
She finds out that she has an extremely aggressive 
form of breast cancer.  Mr. Right gets her to attend 
his Pentecostal church, where she finds God, is 
rebaptized and then, miraculously, the tumor 
vanishes (after chemotherapy and radiation.)  Ms. 
Janzen, who had been a skeptic from about 13 
years of age, adopts the religion of Mr. Right and is 
soon tithing, extolling the benefits of a Christian 
marriage and being edified by miraculous coinci-
dences (when she decides to tithe 10 percent of 
her gross income instead of net income, she finds 
an unexpected check in her mailbox a few days 
later that more than makes up for the extra gift.) 

 
But the cooling of my enthusiasm for Ms. Janzen’s 
book is not primarily that she has become a holy-
roller.  She is still a good writer, in the sense that 
she uses good grammar, can turn a good phrase 
and can make the reader smile.  However, in my 
opinion, she strains too hard to be funny.  She 
throws in anecdotes that have no relationship to 
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the narrative, and then, after delivering the punch 
line, veers into another direction, like a comic 
desperately trying to keep her audience laughing.  

 
It is said that everyone has within themselves the 
material for one good book.  Ms. Janzen’s second 
book does nothing to disprove that adage. 

Note: Does This Church Make Me Look Fat has 
been donated to the church library and is avail-
able for check out. 

 

 

   FMC Reads #3 
      By Rosalee Otto 
 

 

 

 

Spring and poetry seem to go together. The library 
committee had no difficulty selecting Mary Oliver, 
nature poet extraordinaire, as the author for our all
-church read. Choosing just one of her many books 
was more difficult, but we finally decided on Thirst, 
which contains both prose and poetry with themes 
of love, loss and faith. This is a book of just 69 
pages. Read and savor. Here are the opening lines 
of the poem, “Making the House Ready for the 
Lord”: 
 
Dear Lord, I have swept and I have washed but 
still nothing is as shining as it should be 
for you. Under the sink, for example, is an 
uproar of mice – it is the season of their 
many children. What shall I do? 
 
For those who want to order a new paperback, 
they are available for $11.20 currently on Amazon. 
John Otto (who has free shipping from Amazon) is 
willing to place a group order for those who re-
quest a copy by April 1.  Just send an email to 
Rosalee or John saying you would like a book 
ordered. Or you can order yourself (hardcover, 

paperback, new, used) from individual sellers on 
Amazon. You will have to pay shipping for those. 
 
The book discussion will be held after church on 
May 19 – details will be announced at a later date. 

 

 

A Non-Rigorous Quantitative Analysis 
of Menno Night 

By Danny King 

Statistics from February 9, 2013 

 

Awkward transitions: 10 

Bad songs: 5 

Bad poems: 7 

Articles of thrown food: 3 

Jokes about food: 5 

Jokes about old age: 8 

Jokes about knitting: 3 

Jokes about sharing time: 4 

Jokes about the Jubilee year: 6 

Jokes about committees: 7 

Jokes about pastors: 8 

Communal groans: 8 

Curse words: 2 

References to drinking/illicit substances: 10 

Sex jokes/innuendo: 13 

Mentions of God/Jesus: 8 

Personal insults: 19 

Inside jokes: 20+ 

Acts that lasted too long: 15 
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  Advice to the Novice  

   Mennonite 

     By Ms. Menno 

 
 

Editor’s Note: “Ms. Menno” is the nom de plume 
(French for “name of the plum”) of a helpful long–
time attender of First Mennonite Church of Cham-
paign-Urbana who often gets questions by newbies 
about some of the practices and unwritten rules of 
the church. Please send any queries you have to the 
editor and he will forward them to Ms. Menno. She 
promises to answer all questions, but be warned 
that you should consult the “Congregational Guide-
lines” as recently amended, first, because Ms. 
Menno gets cranky when she is asked questions for 
which there are obvious answers in the Congrega-
tional Guidelines. For her second column, she 
answers questions that she has not made up.  
These are actual questions from a real person or 
persons.. 

 

Dear Ms. Menno: 

I noticed there is a Sunday school class that encour-
ages people to listen to contemporary music.  Does 
this condemn the entire church, or just the people 
involved in that class? 

Concerned For My Safety 

 

Dear Concerned: 

You do well to notice the danger and raise the 
question.   I personally have not attended the class 
so I do not know to what music they refer as being 
“contemporary.”  If they’re listening to 
“contemporary music” such as Rod Stewart’s Do Ya 
Think I’m Sexy? then there could be some real 
problems, condemnation-wise.  That’s probably 
not a problem since Rod Stewart is a very old man 
who could hardly be defined as “contemporary.”  

It’s more likely that the class is listening to Thrift 
Shop by Macklemore & Ryan Lewis, which I happen 
to know has been Number One on the Billboard 
Hot R&B/Hip Hop list for at least four weeks.  While 
uber-contemporary, it is perfectly in line with 
traditional Mennonite emphases on Christian 
stewardship, and would be a good song to include 
in our worship service, if we ever get around to 
buying some Hip Hop hymnals to go with our 
collection.  It’s a little closer call if the class is 
listening to Lady Gaga, although she, too, is proba-
bly getting too old to be called contemporary.  
Until about a year ago, her music would have been 
perfectly acceptable because she was dating an 
alumnus of Lancaster Mennonite High School, 
Taylor Kinney, and anything with the Lancaster, PA 
label on it is pretty much immune from any Godly 
condemnation.  Given Lady Gaga’s breakup with 
the Mennonite young man (after they had been 
looking for a house to buy in Lancaster County,) her 
music may no longer be condemnation-free.  But 
the answer to your specific question is that any 
condemnation would only hit the people who are 
involved in the class, with maybe a double portion 
to the teachers thereof. 

 

Dear Ms. Menno: 

Is there a way to verify that people who are sharing 
via index cards are not the same people who share 
with the microphone when they are both done on 
the same Sunday?  I want to make sure there's no 
cheating going on. 

Time Vigilante 

 

Dear Time: 

That is a very valid concern.  (And let me add here 
that these real questions are much better than the 
made-up questions from last month.)  There is a 
way to verify that there is no cheating going on.  
You may have noticed that Pastor Janet is using an 
iPad now for her sermon and sharing time.  This is 
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not just so she can play Words With Friends, al-
though it is handy for that when she gets bored 
during the sermon or sharing time.  There is a 
special app that Phil Martens has devised which he 
can run from the sound board in the back.  The 
index cards are gathered and then scanned into a 
program which is hooked into the sound board.  
When the app detects that the same words are 
being used in the cards and through the micro-
phone, it sends a message to the Pastor’s iPad, and 
she can then remind the cheater that he/she has 
already had his/her turn for this week.   

 

 

 

 

Insurance  
Health  

Life  

Long-term care  

Medicare supplement  

Annuities  

Disability  

 

Savings and investment 
services  

Mutual funds  

Retirement plans: 401(k), IRAs  

Stocks/bonds/CDs  

Saving for education  

Asset management  

Estate planning  

Financial consultations  

 

Charitable services  
Donor advised funds  

Charitable gift annuities  

Charitable bequest plans  

Endowment management  
 

Banking services  
Checking  

Savings  

Loans (mortgage, auto, etc.)  

Visa credit card  

CDs  

 

Congregation/member ser-
vices  

Sharing Fund  

Educational resources  

Educational events  

Member benefits Will prep benefit  

College scholarship  

OfficeMax discounts  

The Everence Story 

By Trish Combs 

As your Everence Advocate, I wanted to make you aware that 
as each family member, children included, invest in any of 
these accounts, this helps accummulate the amount of money 
we get each year for our Sharing Fund Account. Everence 
takes the percentage of the congregation that have any kind 
of account listed here. From that percentage, they figure out 
how much money we will get for our Sharing Fund. 

The Sharing Fund account is monies we can spend in-house 
and in the community.  

 

Mission  
Everence is a financial services organization based on the idea that it 
is possible to incorporate your faith and values with your decisions 
about money, so that we all do better together. We do this to follow 
the biblical instruction to be good stewards.  
 

History  
We have a strong, deep foundation in working within the church and 
with church members. Founded by Mennonite Church USA in 1945, 
Everence serves congregations, organizations and individuals within 
more than 25 historic Anabaptist denominations (including Church of 
the Brethren, Brethren in Christ and Missionary Church) as well as 
others who wish to incorporate their faith into their finances.  

Products and services: 
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Assembling MCC Relief 

Kits for Syria 


