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Let the Jubilating Commence
from Pastor Michael's desk
Pastors' Week 2013 (January 28-31) at Anabaptist
Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, Indiana
proved an apt way to begin the year. The theme
for the week: “The Spirit of the Lord is Upon Us:
The Immeasurable Dimensions of Jubilee.” As I
ponder these “immeasurable dimensions” in light
of FMC's own Jubilee proclamation, one particular
dimension keeps bubbling to the surface: Jubilee
gives us a whole new way to think about family. Of
course, family relationships are complicated, so let
me try to explain what I mean...
You shall count off seven weeks of years, seven
times seven years, so that the period of seven weeks
of years gives forty-nine years. Then you shall have
the trumpet sounded loud; on the tenth day of the
seventh month—on the day of atonement—you
shall have the trumpet sounded throughout all your
land. And you shall hallow the fiftieth year and you
shall proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its
inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you: you shall
return, every one of you, to your property and every
one of you to your family.... If anyone of your kin
falls into difficulty and sells a piece of property, then

the next of kin shall come and redeem what the
relative has sold. -Leviticus 25:8-10, 25

The proclamation of the Jubilee year called all
ancient Israelites back to the lands of their families.
Family units – households – in ancient Israel typically centered around the oldest male of an extended kinship group; 20-30 people were members
of this “father's house” (in Hebrew, the bet 'av).
Each household, in turn, functioned as a member
of a group of households known as a clan – think of
the father's first cousins. A large group of clans,
then, composed each of the traditional twelve
tribes. Ancient Israel's national constitution identified large plots of land belonging to the clans (see
Numbers 26), which would then have been divvied
to households according to the size and need of
each. Large families would have received larger
plots of land to maintain larger herds and gardens.
If it worked on paper, though, we know that the
ideal always encounters challenges in the real
world. Families fell on hard times – drought, poor
farming skills, disease, wild animals, war – and had
to turn to others for help. The Jubilee proclamation made provision for these realities by taking
advantage of the richly developed network of
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family relationships in one's clan and tribe. Households were obligated to “redeem” one another, so
that one's clan could be relied upon to rent land
from a household that found itself in trouble. At
the Jubilee year, all such “rentals” would be returned to their original owners, no questions
asked. The network of family relationships –
community obligations – served as the framework
for the Jubilee vision at the same time that Jubilee
reinforced and challenged the interdependence of
those relationships. People need each other!
Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he
turned and said to them, “Whoever comes to me
and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life
itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not
carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.” -Luke 14:25-27.

I returned from Pastors' Week to encounter this
Luke passage, which served as our worship text on
Sunday, February 3. Confronted with these hard
sayings of Jesus with Jubilee still on my mind got
me thinking about Jesus' proclamation of Jubilee
(recall Luke 4:19: “the year of the Lord's favor [i.e.
Jubilee]” is upon us) alongside his wild notions
about reorienting family relationships. Is Jesus
offering a new way of perceiving the network of
family relationships anticipated in the Jubilee?
Much of Jesus' ministry in the Gospels centers
around his mission to gather a group of followers
around himself. This group needed to be radically
dedicated to God's mission, of which Jesus was the
primary representative, willing to give up everything they knew in order to be wholly devoted to
enacting Jesus' vision. A new community began to
form around Jesus – fishermen called to leave
their boats (Luke 5:11) and prominent women
called to offer up their wealth (Luke 8:2-3) – people
willing to give up everything and walk with Jesus as
he made his way from town to town, proclaiming
and embodying God's life-giving mission. It's no
wonder that Jesus uses the language of family
relationships to describe his people. “These are my
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mothers, fathers, brothers, and sisters. You are the
family of God.”
In his formation of a new community, Jesus seems
to be declaring that God's Jubilee mission has a
broader scope than household, clan, tribe, or even
nation. God's Jubilee mission requires such a
reorientation of relationships that traditional
kinship networks are no longer sufficient for fulfilling the Jubilee vision. Jesus is not calling into
question the importance of biological families, but
he is pointing towards a new and expanded set of
community obligations.
You have heard it was said: Biological ties are
everything.
But I say to you: The adopted family of God –
oriented around a vision of Jubilee – has the capacity to change the world.
The early church depicted in Acts seems to have
embodied something of this Jubilee vision. Many
sold their possessions and offered it to their sisters
and brothers who were in need. A new family
developed, one not defined by biological or ethnic
or national ties, but by a willing obligation to care
for one another and to share in the hard work of
discipleship.
As FMC lives into a Jubilee proclamation of our
own, how will we find God forming our family of
faith? What new ways will we find ourselves in
willing obligation to one another – pointing out
need where we see it and responding out of an
abundance of God's grace? I look forward to
listening, pondering, studying, and praying through
these challenges together in the coming year. Let
the jubilating commence!

Do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your God

Adela’s Sermon
By Pam Pena Martin
Church is definitely a very different experience
when accompanied by an infant. Adela has settled
into a wakeup time of between 6:30 and 7:30am
pretty much every day (including Sunday), shortly
after which she has her breakfast. This means by
9:30-9:45 she is getting hungry again. It nearly
always occurs shortly before the sermon is about
to begin, and while
nursing her, she then
drifts into her first nap of
the day.
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Pastor Janet, Pastor Michael, and others so eloquently and passionately share every week. Aside
from an enticing ensemble of bulletins, fingers, and
hymnals to try to fit in her mouth, what is church
to Adela, from her perspective?
For one thing, it is a welcoming place. It is a place
where people are happy to see her. From the
moment I unclick her car seat in the parking lot to
the time we climb back in to go home, she sees
nothing but smiles on every face. Everyone who
looks at her has a
friendly smile for her.
What a blessing it is
that church for her is a
place where her
presence is welcomed
and appreciated.

Before I build up enough
nerve to try nursing her
right in the sanctuary (I
think it was the Sunday
It’s also a place of
when I noticed the “Jesus
open arms, quite
Loves Wikileaks” bumper
literally. Eager arms
sticker on someone’s car
reach for her to hold
in the parking lot, that I
and carry her, to
decided the people of
spend time with her,
our congregation were
pay attention to her.
likely not to be offended
There is always someby the presence of a
Adela is dedicated on January 27th with Pam, Michael, and
one along the pew
nursing baby), it would
Janet, along with her grandparents Ron and Patty Martin.
next to us to pass her
mean rocking her in the
along to for some
crib room downstairs until she finished her nap.
snuggles. Those working the nursery are always
This would mean returning to the sanctuary right
happy to care for her on the few occasions she
about at the end of “work of the church”. Add to
doesn’t actually nap. Though most of our families
this the quick trips to change diapers, and we are
are far away in Ohio and Mexico, we are very
out of the sanctuary quite a bit more than in it.
fortunate to have a church family full of aunts,
To a person from outside our church, it might have
looked like a fruitless endeavor to even try to
attend service with her. Why not just take a few
months break (a “Menno-pause”?) and just listen
to the sermons online and wait it out until her
schedule gets better? If church was about listening
to the sermon, then that might be a valid suggestion. But then I considered what “sermon” Adela
hears when she comes to FMC. She is too little to
understand the thought provoking messages that

uncles, and cousins. Adela knows when she is at
FMC she is wanted, embraced, and loved.
It’s also a place of warmth and generosity. From
the handmade blankets and hats that keep her
warm, and the outfits and other gifts that cover her
and meet so many of her needs, to the prayers that
I know are being offered up for her, she knows that
the presence of God is a place where we take care
of each other and where needs are met.
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While I may not be able to sit through the entire
sermon uninterrupted for a little while longer yet,
I’m so fortunate and blessed with the sermon of
God’s love that is preached to my baby girl week
upon week from everyone she meets, and reinforced in every interaction with FMC.

Book Review
by Kathy Martin
Please Pass the Faith: The Art of Spiritual Grandparenting [134 pages, Herald Press, 2012,] is a new
book in our library that is relevant, not only for
seniors, but also for parents and Sunday School
teachers. It’s also quite timely for thinking about
our Jubilee Celebration since each chapter ends
with Reflecting and Discussion Questions that
encourage storytelling and various exercises such
as graphing your life as a River Story or Journey of
twists and turns along the way.
Author Elsie Rempel devotes a chapter to the
importance of recognizing and tending
one’s own spirituality through a range of
practices to learn how to “Let Go” and
how to “Name and Take Hold of God’s
Presence.” She then outlines and
discusses the developmental stages of
spiritual growth in children of different
age groups. She also gives helpful
examples from her own experiences as a
teacher and grandmother, as well as
some practical ideas for providing safe
spaces and fostering trusting relationships with all ages.
The author addresses challenging issues
(some in her own family) of same-sex
orientation, blended families, rejection
of Christianity, and atheism. Along with
asking thought-provoking questions, she
encourages an openness and trust in
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the mystery and movement of the Holy Spirit in
people’s lives.
“Individual faith journeys differ widely. Because
we see life most clearly from our own perspective,
we can be tempted to consider our faith stage the
norm, and use it to judge others.” [p. 61]
“Skepticism about faith may be a tool for continued
critical reflection and growth. Sometimes a rejection of the Christian faith is also a prophetic indictment toward the lack of authenticity sensed,
rightly or wrongly so, in our expression of that
faith….Such criticisms encourage us to look more
closely at exactly what is being critiqued…..How are
Christians responding to these critiques?” [pp. 9394]
The book closes with a chapter on suggestions for
reclaiming holidays as opportunities for teaching
about themes such as: stories of struggle and
forgiveness; naming the wonders in our lives; doing
the right but hard thing; learning to live in respect,
thanksgiving, and interdependence; knowing God is
with us.

On January 13, Caden and Sophie Wyse were dedicated and
Joyce became a member of First Mennonite.

Do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your God

Advice to the Novice Mennonite
By Ms. Menno
Editor’s Note: “Ms. Menno” is the nom de plume
(French for “name of the plum”) of a helpful long–
time attender of First Mennonite Church of Champaign-Urbana who often gets questions by newbies
about some of the practices and unwritten rules of
the church. Please send any queries you have to the
editor and he will forward them to Ms. Menno. She
promises to answer all questions, but be warned
that you should consult the “Congregational Guidelines” as recently amended, first, because Ms.
Menno gets cranky when she is asked questions for
which there are obvious answers in the Congregational Guidelines. For her first column, she has just
made up questions that might trouble a newbie to
the church. From now on, if you want answers, you
will have to ask the questions.

books? I can never figure out which song is being
sung until it is half over (well, all the way over for
the short ones.) Whichever book I guess turns out
to be the wrong one. Does this have anything to
do with “gelassenheit?” (Editor’s Note: Mennonite
word meaning “confused.”)
Mr. Color Blind
Dear Mr. Color Blind:
No, it has nothing to do with “gelassenheit.” (I
don’t think the editor even knows what
“gelassenheit” means. It means “getting molasses
on your glasses.”) The reason is that Mennonites
are very thrifty, so whenever a publishing house
has a sale on song books, FMCU buys another set.
Luckily, the publishing industry is dying out, or in
another 20 years, there would be so many song
books under the pews that there would be no
room for little kids to crawl around under them.

Dear Ms. Menno:
I noticed there are no flags in front of the sanctuary. No American, state nor denominational flags.
Why is that? Are Mennonites flag-hating anarchists?
Mr. Patriot
Dear Mr. Patriot:
Well, Mennonites certainly aren’t anarchists. They
love order. The more order the better. The real
reason is that Mennonites don’t like to display art
that is not home made and it is difficult, if not
impossible, to knit a flag. If you’re really interested, FMCU does have a knitting class that meets
during the Sunday School hour. So far, they have
only advanced to sweaters, scarves and socks.
Maybe you could join the class and teach them
how to knit a flag.
Dear Ms. Menno:
Why do Mennonites use so many different song

Joel, Allyson and the Moyers ran the Howard Hustle in Hesston, KS the day after Thanksgiving. Rebecca may have also
been running from the law.
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Library News
by Rosalee Otto
Save the Books
Back by popular demand – the FMC annual book
sale! A number of you have told us you'd like to see
it happen again, either because you didn't get
around to sorting and delivering your books the
first time, or you just enjoyed browsing the superb
selection of books that this well-read congregation
had to offer. We plan to have the sale in August,
but wanted to let you know so you could save your
books for us.
Save the Date
Our semi-annual book read will be announced
shortly! Rumor has it that it will be a work of
poetry by the much-loved author, Mary Oliver, who
writes of nature and life. The specific book will be
announced soon, but in the meantime, the date is
May 19.
Pardon our Dust
. . .while we do some shelf reorganization in early
February. We'll let you in on the changes when
they are complete so you can continue to find your
favorite categories – more easily, we hope.
New (and new-to-us) Books
The following were donated in 2012:
The Celtic Way of Prayer by Esther Dewall (From
Janet Rasmussen)
The Friendship of Women: The Hidden Tradition of
the Bible by Joan Chittister (From Rebecca
McNulty)
The Jesus Story by Wilfred Harrington (From Cindy
Breeze)
Peace and People by Jane Peifer (From the Gibson
Family)
Please Pass the Faith: The Art of Spiritual Grandparenting by Elsie H. R. Rempel (From Kathy Martin)
The Power of All: Building a Multivoiced Church by
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Stuart and Sian Murray Williams (From Conrad and
Martyne Wetzel)
The Struggle of Prayer by Donald Bloesch (From
Larry Wilson)
Youth Ministry at the Crossroads by Andy
Brubacher Kaethler and Bob Yoder (From Cristian
Education Committee)
And from our Christmas Wish List:
Believer's Church Commentaries: 1,2,3 John by J.E.
McDermond (From Cindy Breeze)
The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak (From Emily
Gibson)
Does This Church Make Me Look Fat? by Rhoda
Janzen (From John and Rosalee Otto)
Help, Thanks, Wow by Anne Lamott
Laughter is Sacred Space: The Not So Typical
Journey of a Mennonite Actor by Ted Swartz (From
Rhonda Gibson)
Let There be Peace on Earth and Let it Begin With
Me (Book and CD) by Jackson and Miller (From the
Bare/Koehn Family)
Peace Like a River by Leif Enger (From Cindy
Breeze)
Many thanks for all who supported and continue to
support the FMC library. (And sincere apologies if
you overlooked any donations.) Your interest is
heartening.

John Otto gives a word of witness on January 27th

Do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your God
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MYF Auction
MYF is headed to Pheonix this summer for the biannual Mennonite Youth Convention, where they
will worship, attend seminars, and enjoy hanging
out with other Mennonite youth from around the
country.

Greg Sancken gives a word of witness on January

Perfumes in Church
By Rebecca Bare
I am writing this to let the congregation know that
some people are sensitive to perfumes and other
scents. Here is my brief story.
This past Sunday, my family and I sat in a pew for
the service. I noticed someone around me was
wearing perfume. I thought “well, it isn’t too
strong, maybe I will be okay”. Nope, about half way
through the service, the headache started coming.
Fortunately, it was not a bad headache. Several
years ago, my headache from perfume got so bad, I
had to change seats in the middle of the service.
I realize that I have only a mild reaction to scents.
However, I know of at least one person in our
congregation who gets full-blown migraines when
around scents (such as perfume). I am asking the
kind folks of FMC to refrain from wearing scents on
Sunday for the comfort of all of us.

Because of the additional cost of flights, convention will be especially expense this year. Even after
an extremely generous anonymous donation this
year, we still have around six or seven thousand
dollars to raise.
So, mark your calendars for an MYF auction on
Sunday March 10th. MYF youth will auction off
their talents, like babysitting and yardwork, and we
are asking the congregation to supply other items
to auction off. Recent items that have sold well
include:
 Pies
 Meals for 4 to 8 people
 Bikes
 Yard Work
Be creative! We’ll take anything from anyone that
anyone else will buy. Does your place of business
give out coupons or other marketing giveaways
that could be auctioned off? Contact Dan Schreiber
if you have something to offer, and thank you for
your continued, generous support of MYF!
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First Mennonite Church
50 year Jubilee Celebration
Weekend
July 26-28, 2013

