
The Vine 
Becoming a community through which God’s healing and hope can flow to the world 

First Mennonite Church of Champaign-Urbana 

 217 367-5353     
office@fmc-cu.org 

http://www.fmc-cu.org/ 
Compiled by: Dan Schreiber 

Abundance For All 

By Holly Nelson 

Matthew 14:15-21 

When it was evening, the disciples came to him and 
said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now 
late; send the crowds away so that they may go 
into the villages and buy food for themselves.”  
Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you 
give them something to eat.” They replied, “We 
have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 
And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he 
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking 
the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to 
heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and 
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave 
them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and 
they took up what was left over of the broken 
pieces, twelve baskets full. And those who ate were 
about five thousand men, besides women and 
children. 

So many stories in the Bible, like the feeding of the 
5,000, mention farming, food preparation, or 
mealtimes. Jesus asks us to live with an attitude of 

abundance so that everyone around us will have 
enough as well. Food and the socializing that 
surrounds it is central to who we are as humans 
and is a profound way that we can express our 
relationships with God and our neighbors.  

I don’t know about you, but I spend a lot of time 
thinking about food. I love to cook and I love to eat 
even more. I like to combine foods in new ways 
and to experiment with cooking methods that I’ve 
never tried before. When I travel I love to try 
something that is quintessential to the place I am 
visiting. But I also spend some time thinking about 
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where my food comes from, how it was produced, 
and whether others can afford to buy it.  

Having spent a year thinking about food security in 
Mozambique, I saw many families who ate the 
same, nearly-nutritionless meal every day, if they 
could even afford it. A piece of fruit or a small fish 
is a real luxury to many people in developing 
countries.  

But hunger is present in this area as well. About 
16.5 percent of people in Champaign County are 
considered “food insecure,” which means that they 
lack “access, at times, to enough food for an active 
healthy life for all household members and limited 
or uncertain availability of nutritionally adequate 
foods” (Feeding America, Map the Meal Gap 
Study). And so many other issues are related to the 
way we eat or don’t eat: health and nutrition, 
creation care, fair labor practices, and even na-
tional security.  

Thinking about these issues on a global or local 

scale can be daunting as an individual. The planning 

team for this fall’s Peace and Justice Symposium 

would like to invite you to come together and think 

about Food Security as a community. We’ll have 

sessions on hunger, large scale and small scale 

solutions that are addressing food security, and 

some practical advice that we can use in our daily 

shopping, cooking, eating, and giving. We probably 

won’t all agree with one another but we hope that 

everyone can take away something valuable from 

the weekend. And check out the related events 

coming up soon that will help whet your appetite! 

 

 

Everence News 

By Trish Combs, Everence Advocate 

Everence Annuity  

Everence  launched a new Advantage Select High 
Impact Annuity, a fixed annuity designed for indi-
viduals wanting to save for retirement while also 
helping others.  The annuity is believed to be the 
first of its kind in the nation. With competitive 
rates, you can save for the future. Up to 50 percent 
of the annuity premium dollars will be available to 
provide loans for emerging and socially engaged 
congregations, green lending for nonprofit organi-
zations, and community development needs in 
underserved areas.  To learn more, contact Greg 
Liestman at the Everence office in Fisher. 

  

Great Loans for great expectations 

College is a big investment.  Everence is here to 
help right through graduation.  Learn about student 
loans from faith-based Everence Federal Credit 
Union at Everence.com/college. 

Sharing Fund gives more than $900,000. 

The Everence Sharing Fund provided these dollars 
in 2012 to help people with basic financial needs 
along with matches from congregations.  Our 
church provided $1500 last year to help people in 
our congregation and community.  These monies 
were matched through the Sharing Fund.  Visit 
Everence.com to read stories of people who were 
helped nationally. 

http://everence.com/college
http://everence.com/
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Jubilee Greetings from  FMC Friends 

Dale and I are thinking of all of you at First Mennonite 
this weekend, as you are having your special celebra-
tion.  We are sorry we can't be there to see everyone 
and join in the times of sharing and celebrating to-
gether.  First Mennonite continues to be a special place 
to us, and we want all of you to know we wish we could 
be there!   
 
Our oldest son, David, just got married two weekends 
ago.  Wedding prep kept me from going to your website 
and writing something there for your weekend.  I just 
went to the website and it isn't functioning right now, 
so I decided to at least send you this email.  Of course, 
this email and the thoughts it brings are very late in 
coming, but heartfelt
 
Our four years at first Mennonite were very formative 
for both Dale and me.  People at first Mennonite 
welcomed us warmly when arrived, nurtured our faith 
and gifts in the years that followed, and welcomed and 
encouraged our involvement in more ways than i can 
count. the memories are flooding back as i write this 
email - playing music with Jan Kellogg and Ann dun, 
singing as Cindy Breeze lead the music, learning so 
much from Martha Moore’s sunday school classes, 
teaching and being in intergenerational sunday school 
classes with Joe Massanari, the wonderful children and 
youth of first mennonite (though they were sparse in 
our years there), the wisdom of thom and Martha 
Moore, Evelyn Good, and earl Kellogg that was needed 
as they were leaders in the church, small group experi-
ences, young adult social events, sign language classes 
that janet taught, practicing those skills with Mel, 
singing with Jeff and Patty Yordy and John Junke 
(Mccabe-Juhnke now) for Valentine’s Day banquets, 
and living above Cynthia and Emerson as newlyweds in 
married student housing!   
 
Of course there are many more memories, too many to 
share here.  Please know that we cherish our years 
there, and all our relationships there.  We were married 
there in 1980 because First Mennonite was what we 
considered to be our home congregation.  We still feel 
like you are home to us.  Several former First Mennon-
ite families helped form the core of our congregation 
here; North Suburban Mennonite Church. We recognize 

that First Mennonite helped all of us us develop in 
many ways, which all play out at North Suburban 
Mennonite.  It's been a great treat to have some of our 
north suburban mennonite offspring connecting to first 
mennonite recently - Jeff and patty Yordy’ son, Zach has 
connected directly, as he has worshipped and lived 
among you these past two years.  Our younger son, 
Scott, was able to get to know Jan and Earl as he wor-
shipped with them while doing MVS in Tucson one year 
ago.  We look forward to more intersections of that 
type in the future! 

We know that First Mennonite continues to be a 
congregation that nurtures and encourages the faith 
and spiritual development of those who come through 
its doors.  We feel so blessed that long ago, that was 
us!  

 
We celebrate with you from afar this weekend, as you 
look back on the 50 years of history and impact on the 
lives of so many.  May god continue to bless all of you in 
the coming years, and may you continue to impact the 
lives of all who come your way! 
 
With warmest memories and love, 
Kay and Dale Kempf 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We meant to send an email to you before this celebra-
tion weekend.  We have so many fond memories of 
being a part of First Mennonite Church and we've 
enjoyed seeing some former or current members at 
various gatherings since then.  Unfortunately, because 
of a planned trip visiting Steve's family last weekend 
(his mother is in poor health), we were unable to attend 
the celebration. 
 
Please send our well wishes to all at FMC, 
Monica and Steve Harnish 
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 Keynote Speaker - Dan Wiens,  

Food Security & Livelihoods Coordinator, 
Mennonite Central Committee  

 

Dan Wiens has been a farmer and agricultural development 
worker for more than 25 years. He’s a transplanted urbanite 
who especially loves to farm. Dan and his wife, Wilma 
pioneered Community Supported Agriculture in Canada. Dan 
has done international agricultural development work in 
many different countries with Canadian Foodgrains Bank and 
now as MCC’s Food Security and Livelihoods Coordinator. 
This work puts Dan in direct contact with farmers and MCC 
partners all over the world.  

The forum will also feature:  

▪ A free meal!  

▪ A Christian approach to food security  

▪ Hunger on a global scale and what it looks like in 
central Illinois  

▪ Large and small scale contributions toward working 
for food security  

▪ An interactive session - shop and cook nutritionally 
on a food stamp budget  

 

 

Check out these related events!  
 
Showing and Discussion of A Place at the Table 
(August 18 at FMC, 3 PM)  

“50 Million Americans—1 in 4 children—don’t know 
where their next meal is coming from. A Place at the 
Table tells the powerful stories of three such Americans, 
who maintain their dignity even as they struggle just to 
eat.“    

 

Cotton Patch Gospel (September 14 , 7 PM at Wesley 
United Methodist Church and  September 15, 3 PM at 
First Mennonite Church)  

A full length musical written by Tom Key and Russel 
Treyz based on the contemporary vernacular translation 
of the book of Matthew done by Clarence Jordan. 
Proceeds from the musical go to support organizations 
addressing local, national, and world hunger.  

 

World Peace Day & Salsa Party (September 21, place 
and time TBD)  

 

  

  

Save the Date! 


