The Vine
A newsletter of First Mennonite Church
March 2022

A Proposed Community Response
to Gun Violence
by Randy Nelson
In January, the editor of the News Gazette invited
me to provide a response to the question, “What
would you like to see in the community’s response
to gun violence?” Over the past few months, the
newspaper has published the opinions and
experiences of nearly 100 people on the topic of
gun violence. I was told my response could be a
few sentences or a few paragraphs, but when my
contribution was published last week, 2 of the 3
paragraphs were removed. I was disappointed
because what was removed provided the context
for what I was proposing. Having the piece already
written, I went looking for a more accommodating
editor (Thanks, Cindi). Below is my full answer.
It can take decades, or in this case centuries, to
create a problem but when we decide we need a
solution, our time frame shifts to months. Real
solutions demand understanding the complexities
of the problem. A salient issue was highlighted by
retired circuit judge Heidi Ladd who stated, “I
would often ask the juveniles on my cases where
do they see themselves in two or three years?
…many of the teenagers committing these crimes
do not see any future for themselves….” Centuries
of racist policies, legal and extra-legal, have been
effective in putting and keeping Black people at a
disadvantage. When these youth learn that
choices available to their White counterparts are
not available to them, they grab for whatever
control is accessible. In the U.S. there are more
guns than people and we added 40 million more in
2020. A vocal segment advocates for having and
using guns for protection. Is it any wonder that
these youth who cannot envision a future and seek
control and protection are a receptive audience for
the propaganda on the power of guns?
Calls for getting tough on violent crime by
mandating long prison sentences is a quick fix but
it will not solve the problem. Since the early 70s,
the Illinois prison population has increased over

400% but the homicide rates are not related to
incarceration rates. Illinois spends $37,000 per
year to incarcerate one prisoner, which is more
than it would cost for two people to attend an
Illinois junior college including room and board.
Within three years of release, 43% of Illinois
prisoners will re-offend. Sending more people,
which means mostly Black people, to prison is a
costly enterprise with little discernible benefit.
If we are serious about reducing gun violence, we
need to invest to make our community a better
place to live. We need to actively work to eliminate
racism so that Black youth can envision a better
future. We need to remove the barriers that
prevent youth from getting the education needed
for productive employment. We need to ensure
that there is affordable housing and childcare for
those who work full time for minimum wages. We
need to provide adequate physical and mental
health services. We need to support organizations
and policies that will bring about these changes.
These changes will take resources and will take
time but these are the actions that will reduce gun
violence. Those who are respected by society are
more likely to respect society.

INVEST
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Prophetic Challenge Is Pastoral Care
by Pastor Michael
Reprinted from the 2/17/22 Mennonite Church USA blog
Note: as a member of the Inclusive Mennonite Pastors
Leadership Team Michael helped write, and advocate for,
A Resolution for Repentance and Transformation, which
is here: https://inclusivepastors.wordpress.com/resolution/

It was a Sunday morning in 2009 and one of my first
times in a Mennonite church. During the
congregational prayer, someone shared a heavy
petition, discomforting for the way it brought
everyone into the presence of someone else’s
heartache. We held the prayer and offered it to God.

When I read the report, I felt the same dissonance from
that Sunday morning when pain was so quickly cast
aside. The criticism leveled at R&T — to be challenging”
was reported as a negative trait! — was disheartening
and seemed out of sync with the biblical witness.
Did Moses fail to pastor Pharaoh when he announced
God’s liberating plan for his people? Did Elijah miss the
class on pastoral care when he called Ahab to account?
Does Mary’s joyful song of toppling power fail the pastor
test for those on their thrones? Was Jesus not
Zacchaeus’ pastor when he called him down from his
high perch? Was Peter not pastoral enough when he
stood before the same officials who executed Jesus and
declared the Good News that Jesus was raised and God
was calling them to repentance?

This was a tender moment. It drew me into a
congregation, and wider tradition, where a person’s
pain found honest, prayerful expression in the body
of Christ.

I suspect the discomfort comes from being invited to see
ourselves or our churches as Pharaoh, Ahab and
Zacchaeus, or as the authorities scolded by Jesus and
offered a second chance by Peter. Yet, this is what the
Bible invites us to do, repeatedly, while holding on to the
hope of repentance.

But what happened next caught me by surprise. The
mic moved on quickly, and the next person to take it
immediately made a bad joke (as in, not very funny).
Desperate for relief, the whole congregation erupted
in exaggerated laughter. I leaned over to a friend
who was a member of the church and a longtime
Mennonite. “What just happened!?” I asked.

There’s a common distinction made between “pastors”
and “prophets,” which suggests that some are called to
provide care while others are meant to provide
accountability. But I worry that this distinction has
confused the church’s witness.

“I’ll explain later,” he told me. After the service, I
received an education in Mennonite conflict
avoidance and a corresponding discomfort with
strong emotions. It’s certainly not exclusive to
Mennonites, nor is it true of everyone in the church,
but since that first experience, I’ve felt and seen this
happen over and over in church spaces. I’m sure I
have done it myself.
As a relative newcomer to Mennonite Church USA,
I’m also still learning our internal politics. When “A
Resolution for Repentance & Resolution” (R&T)
went before the Constituency Leaders Council
(CLC) for discussion last year, a report said that
some found it “scolding” and “not invitational.” They
were hoping for “more pastoral ways to accomplish
the resolution’s goals.”

and
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It leaves out the fact that naming our failures and
committing to change are powerful acts of care for
ourselves and others.
Even more importantly, the pastor/prophet distinction
neglects a key question: pastoral for whom? Directly
naming the church’s harmful actions towards LGBTQIA
people redirects our attention. Instead of asking whether
the call to repentance is invitational enough for those of
us who find it “challenging,” we begin to ask whether the
Good News lived out by MC USA invites the flourishing
of queer people within and beyond the church.
In my experience, this question follows Jesus down a
path that leads to deep joy. I am learning to humble
myself before the Jesus stories that others have to tell,
and to embrace my own Jesus story with renewed
conviction and an always-growing sense of God’s love.
R&T invites the church to live this joy in word and deed,
not because it’s an easy road but because the Spirit of
God is calling us to new life.
It’s true that “A Resolution for Repentance &
Transformation” is not catharsis, and this is why it gives
me hope! The church’s honest lament is that the body of
Christ is hurting. Instead of too quickly looking away
from this pain, the pastoral invitation to repentance can
set us on a healing journey that has so far eluded MC
USA. I pray we are up to the challenge.

A Documentary Worth Seeing:
Open Wounds
Available free to stream until March 11, 2022
by Janet Elaine Guthrie
In many ways, our congregation is engaged in
making our C-U community a thriving and more
equitable place. With several other FMCers,
I have had the opportunity to view and discuss a
compelling 40-minute documentary called Open
Wounds: a story of racial tragedy, trauma, and
redemption. I want to encourage others of you to do
the same.
In the film, Pastor Phil Allen tells the tragic story of
intergenerational trauma in his own family. Through
his emotional portrayal, we see how acts of violence
against prior generations can negatively impact
African-American families today.
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WORSHIP THEMES:
March 6

From Security to Generosity
Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Luke 4:1-13

Open Wounds is currently free to stream by signing
up for a time until the 11th of March, thanks to the
support of the Champaign Community Coalition and
our local United Way.
The hope is that Open Wounds will generate
community-wide dialogue about racial trauma
that allows us to examine our own community.
Then, challenged by that deeper understanding,
we can pursue responsible action to heal.
Sometimes we need to look back to move forward.
Click here up here to sign-up for a date that works
for your viewing convenience. Following sign-up,
information will be emailed to you from the United
Way about how to access the film, reflective
questions, and opportunities to engage in facilitated
discussions.

Thanks for considering
adding this documentary
film to your racial justice
educational agenda.

March 13

From Fear to Compassion
Psalm 27; Luke 13:31-35

March 20

From Earning to Receiving
Isaiah 55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; Luke 13:6-9

March 27

From Exceptionalism to Inclusion
2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

April 3

From Scarcity to Abundance
Isaiah 43:16-21; John 12:1-8

April 10 (Palm/Passion Sunday)

From Power Over to Power
Luke 19:29-48 (tentative)

April 17

Easter
Isaiah 65:17-25; John 20:1-18
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Mission Corner
The Service and Outreach Committee provides periodic updates on projects
that receive direct support from FMC. Those highlighted this month include:
Dignity Kits (MCC), Feeding Our Kids, the Congregational Repair Network, and Camp Friedenswald.

MCC Dignity Kits
by Judy Nafziger

New Children’s Offering:
Feeding Our Kids
by Cindi Schieber

The goal of meeting "30 Dignity Kits by January 30"
was met thanks to the generous contributions of
many! This was the second time the FMC Service
and Outreach committee coordinated an opportunity
to collect the necessary hygiene and sanitary
supplies needed for the Dignity Kits for women and
girls. In addition to collecting items, many also gave
the gift of their time and talents to sew. Cash was
also contributed.
Of special note, Kathy Springer helped once again
with putting the dignity kits together and transporting
them to East Bend Mennonite Church. From there,
they will eventually make their way to the MCC
(Mennonite Central Committee) warehouse in PA to
be prepared to be shipped around the world.

Thank you to all!

Following our move to Champaign
in 2018, Mat and I looked for ways to get involved in
the community through volunteer activities. At Taste of
Champaign held in Westside Park in Spring 2019,
Feeding Our Kids (FOK) had a booth highlighting their
mission and need for volunteers. FOK was started by
two Champaign mothers in 2013 who realized some
children attending their kids’ school were nutritionally
challenged at home. The FOK program began initially
by supporting 18 children at two Champaign
elementary schools. Through the program, children
receive bags of nutritious snacks on weekends and
holidays. Since 2013 Feeding Our Kids has grown to
support more than 1,000 school-aged children in 36
schools and childhood programs across Champaign
County and Tuscola.
At Taste of Champaign, we signed up to help sort food
and bag snacks. FOK works through school social
workers to determine the level of need among
students and each week FOK receives a tally from the
schools regarding the number of bags needed. Bags
are filled by sorting volunteers and include nourishing
shelf-stable food. Feeding Our Kids takes both
donations of food and monetary donations to purchase
food. Often groups (e.g., girl scouts, sports teams, and
businesses) provide help sorting and bagging food.
When Mat and I first showed up to help sort and bag
food, a sign-in sheet sought volunteers with additional
skills to offer. FOK staff indicated they needed help
writing grant proposals. Since we both had experience
in that area in the past, we signed up! Given our
snowbird lifestyle, this is something we’ve been able to
help with even when we are in Savannah. Since
starting we have helped write successful grant
proposals for FOK soliciting funding from a number of
entities including Eastern Illinois Foodbank and Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Illinois.
Our Children’s offering (March – August) will go to
Feeding Our Kids. For more information, to donate or
to volunteer, visit: https://feedingourkids.org/.
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Next Steps as a
Repair Congregation
by Sharon Monday

farming operations. Ka’ Kuxtal says the use of
agrochemicals in their territory is contaminating
groundwater and killing the native bees and plants that
nourish the people’s common life.

In August of 2021
FMC Council approved our
participation in the Congregational Repair
Network established by the Dismantling the
Doctrine of Discovery Coalition.
The Congregational Repair Network is a
commitment by Anabaptist Congregations to
engage in healing the harm of internalized White
settler and Christian superiority which continues
to adversely impact Indigenous Peoples in
present times.
Together with Coalition Repair congregations,
FMC commits to actions of prayer and lament,
education, networking, advocacy and financial
support. In calendar 2022, FMC Council
approved $1,000 as our contribution to the
DDofD Coalition. These funds are used by the
DDofD Coalition to support a part-time
coordinator (Katerina Freisen at 7 hours/week),
to develop educational and worship materials, to
host an annual conference and online programs
and to support repair network partners.
Two years ago, the Coalition made a
commitment to give 60% of all donations toward
repair work with Indigenous people, with 40%
going towards the continuing work of the
Coalition to build relationships and educate the
Anabaptist community.

The Coalition’s work on the international
level: Maya Solidarity Campaign
The international repair partner for 2021-2022 is
Ka’ Kuxtal Much Meyaj, a Maya community-led
organization in southern Mexico, and are
following their leadership in advocating for supply
chain accountability. Ka’ Kuxtal is comprised of
16 participating communities who are seeing
their traditional lifeways threatened by the
encroachment of large-scale farming, tourism,
extraction and energy development. There are an
increasing number of old Colonial Mennonites
who have joined the recent wave of settlers
clearing Yucatan jungle habitats to create large

Image: "Maize diversity" by CIMMYT, CC BY-NC-SA 2.0.

The Coalition is working with allies in Europe to raise
awareness about legislation under consideration that
would require corporate due diligence on human rights
and establish liability for social and environmental
harms in their supply chains.
The Coalition’s work on the national level:
Save Oak Flat Campaign
The Coalition is backing a campaign of the San Carlos
Apache in their efforts to save Oak Flat from
destruction by a proposed copper mine. Oak Flat,
(Chi’chil Bildagoteel) is a sacred site of the San Carlos
Apache from time
immemorial. It is a
place of ceremony
and other prayer, a
place to collect
acorns and medicinal
plants, and a burial
site. We join Coalition
member Carol Rose
Photo: Coalition website.
and her congregation
(Shalom Mennonite Fellowship) accompanying
Apache leaders with prayer, advocacy, and presence
on the land. Coalition efforts have engaged thousands
of additional people and their congregations in prayer
and action to protect Oak Flat. For more information,
visit: http://apache-stronghold.com/
In the summer and fall of 2022 look for congregational
opportunities to study and work with materials
developed by the Coalition “Stories of Repair” and
“Resources for Land Acknowledgments” to further our
commitment to dismantle the practices, policies, and
theologies that continue to harm Indigenous peoples.
For more information on the Coalition, their work at
national and international levels, visit dofdmenno.org.
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Camp Friedenswald
by Rebecca Bare
Camp Friedenswald (Peaceful Woods) is a
Mennonite camp located in southern Michigan, just
across the state line from Elkhart, IN. It was begun
in 1954 not only for Mennonite churches, but also to
host events for the local community, such as grade
school field trips, etc. This is the camp that is near
and dear to my heart. I grew up going to this camp
and as an adult, I have attended many Women’s
Retreats there.

Seasons on
Shavehead Lake
Right: winter
Above: summer

Two views of the fen,
fed by natural springs.
The bottom photo has
Turtle Hill in the
background.
.
All camp photos:
Rebecca Bare

.

I already mentioned Women’s Retreat, which is
held the third weekend of September. At the last
one, I went on a night hike for the first time ever. I
enjoyed listening to the night sounds. It’s amazing
what you can see once your eyes have adjusted to
the darkness.

Some of my fondest childhood memories take place
at Camp Friedenswald. For several summers, many
families from my home church would attend a week
of Family Camp. It was a time of relaxing, exploring
the woods, swimming in the lake, kayaking,
canoeing, and so on. Moms loved it because they
did not have to cook for a week.
About five years ago, my
family went to Friedenswald
for family camp. My children
had rides on a speedboat, a
pontoon boat, a canoe, kayak,
and played with the inner tubes
at the beach. Rafael, after
passing the swim test, spent
most of the time in the water
that week.
Sledding
(about 1/2 way down the hill).
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Janet, Marcia, and me
at a women’s retreat
.

Women’s Retreat,
pandemic-style
.

Mitchell's satyr,
an endangered species
that lives among the
wetland’s sedges and
grasses at camp.
.
Photo: Larry West,
MSU extension website

Several years ago, it was discovered that a rare
butterfly lived on the north edge of camp and was
being threatened by farming practices. An attempt
was made to have the butterflies move south,
closer to the lake. Unfortunately, the attempt failed,
and the butterflies are still endangered. However,
Camp Friedenswald continues to be good stewards
of the land. They have created a Land
Acknowledgement with local Native tribes.

Song for My Father
by Pete Shungu
Sixteen bars to share my emotion
Cause sixteen was the age
that you crossed that ocean
From Congo to mad snow,
you flipped the scene
Upstate New York,
how’s that for a ‘sweet sixteen’
Culture shock couldn’t begin to describe it
The only black face in a sea of whiteness
But you persevered, worked hard,
collected the skills
To support fam back home and pay the bills

It is hard for me to say in words what Camp
Friedenswald means to me. Some of my favorite
places are the lake in the early morning as the sun
rises, and the fen, where one can see sandhill
cranes, ducks, geese, woodpeckers, among other
wildlife. To me, this place is Heaven on Earth. For
more information go to https://friedenswald.org

Became Dr. Shungu, much praise is due
So whatever we achieve is a reflection of you
One son an educator, the other in medicine
Following the legacy you set for them
As a father you were there
to help guide our steps
While too many fathers up and left
You up and started your own non-profit,
that’s right
United Front Against Riverblindness –
giving the gift of sight
Note: For more information about United Front Against
Riverblindness (UFAR), founded by Dr. Daniel Shungu,
go to www.riverblindness.org

Page 7

(Not an image of FMC chair)

Design: Rhonda Gibson

Page 8

